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Cursillo is a movement of the Church
providing a method by which Christians
are empowered to grow
through prayer, study and action
and enabled to share God’s love
with everyone.
www.londoncursillo.org.uk
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Prayer
PRAYER: Nourishing and strengthening our union with Christ
and drawing us to lives of holiness.

In your mercy and kindness – please pray for:
❖ The Lay Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of London, Deirdre
(Dee) Davis; the Spiritual Director, Rev Prebendary Rosémia
Brown; and all members of the Secretariat (see back cover)
❖ Give thanks for the London Cursillo Weekend #33 and pray for the
new Cursillistas in their Fourth Day
❖ Anna Dias, Helen Hutchins, Shana Maloney and Sally Prendergast
in training for the priesthood
❖ All Cursillistas exploring their vocation
❖ For the London Cursillo AGM; for a full secretariat to be appointed
❖ The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally
❖ for the area bishops, clergy and leaders in the Diocese of London
❖ Clergy and leaders in the Diocese of London
❖ London Cursillistas and their families who are sick, bereaved or
suffering in any other way
❖ Dioceses where Cursillo has had insufficient pilgrims to run their
Weekend, including Southwark and St Alban’s
❖ For the British Anglican Cursillo Council and the worldwide
Cursillo movement

To pray:
“Thy will be done”
implies the ability to get out of
oneself,
to believe in the power of God’s love
despite human ill will,
and to have confidence
that human malice can be over come
by divine mercy
Leonardo Boff
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Upcoming Cursillo Weekends
Blackburn #65
25-28 October
Canterbury #58
25-28 October
Chelmsford #37
25-28 October
Chester #57
25-28 October
Leeds #4
25-28 October
Durham #27
1-4 November
Ely #34
15-18 November
Leicester #45
22-25 November
Coventry #48
31 Jan- 3 February 2019
also
Southwark (a Cursillo Weekend Retreat)
25-28 October
St Alban’s (a Cursillo Day Retreat) 27 October
Please contact Paula, our Prayer Coordinator, (see back page), if you need
extra support in prayer, whether for yourself or for special tasks or projects
that you are undertaking in your Church.

LONDON CURSILLO
PRAYER GROUP
The London Cursillo Prayer Group welcomes confidential prayer requests
from individual Cursillistas or Parish Representatives, for those who need
extra support for healing, bereavement, or special tasks in their church or
the wider community. Our thanks to those who have communicated their
or other's needs and also to those churches and Group Reunions who have
so willingly responded to helping with the prayer chain & with other
projects when asked. Our thanks to the Lord for Mick Shaw achieving an
honours degree in Theology and for Colin Bailey passing his foundation
year, and wish him well as he starts a full time degree in Theology at St
Mellitus.
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study
STUDY: Deepening our understanding of God’s ways or our
Christian calling and helping to form our minds after the mind
of Christ

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR

We are now well used to Felden Lodge and
getting ourselves well established. At least
that’s what I think!
Weekend 33 is my last weekend as Spiritual
Director for London Cursillo, it’s been quite an
experience, to say the least, one I will never
forget and I have no regrets. With Dee and
others on board along with your prayers how
could I go wrong? I am glad I managed to
attend at least one CLW which was a revelation
about Cursillo.

Having attended a number of Secretariat
meetings I got to understand in our discussions
that when choosing pilgrims we need to bear in mind that they should have
the capacity to offer their time and talents serving on future weekends. The
idea is to share what we have received, to teach what we have learnt, and
to be the good news to others. Christ counts on us to do just that as we
follow in the ministry He shares with us.
Christ does not call us to turn us into dead wood but to transform us, equip
us and create a new spirit within us, as we journey with Him and serve Him
daily. When we say Christ is counting on us and we on Him, we ought to
take that on board seriously, and ask ourselves what we mean, what is
Christ counting on us for? Putting Christ before us in everything we do and
say, following right discernment, is how we do it. By the grace of God it is
do-able, because God is gracious and His mercy endures forever.
The Lay Director seem to have endless energy, accompanying someone,
making sure things are running smoothly, I know she gets tired but she
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keeps on smiling and cheerfully get on with the task. She even finds time
to text me making sure I remember the next meeting, God bless you Dee.
On all the weekends we’ve had small trials but nothing could divert our
focus, we were faithful to our pilgrims and they had no idea how exhausted
we were at the end of the day. Thank you to all of you for the part you play
every time and always cheerful with it. One thing I get a bit concerned
about every time is finding a bishop for the closing worship, and I end up
wishing I had a bag full of bishops. Our thanks go to Fr. Ken Buckler, and
Fr. Michael Bolley, not to forget the Rev. Julie Connell from Southwark
Diocese, an inspiring companion as Spiritual Advisor. It is also a blessing
that some Cursillistas are now ordained and several others are in training
for ordination. Future Spiritual advisors/ Directors sorted!
Juggling with Parish duties, Area Dean duties, and Cursillo duties have been
a challenge but not a dread. It has been such a privilege to serve as your
Spiritual Director. Thanks for putting up with me, and thanks for your
kindness and prayers. I am not going to be totally out of sight but I am
looking forward to less meetings. I pray we continue to spread the word
and encourage others to remain faithful, ensuring that group reunion is on
top of our agenda. Remember it is important not to be ‘hearers who forget
but doers who act, then we will be blessed in our doing’. (James.1:25b)
Finally let us give thanks to God for the many gifts we enjoy, for we know
that we have our own gift from God; one has this gift, and another has that.
(1 Cor. 7:7) Cursillistas, never say you have nothing to offer. Never feel
dismayed that there is no part for you to play. You have! No one is too young
or too old, too inexperienced or too tired...
God’s Holy word declares that everyone has been given a gift and, even
better, we all have something different to offer. So we pray, Lord, I may not
be able to give an organ recital but I can pray...help me to use the gift You
have given me. ULTREYA!

Rosemia

Rev. Preb. Rosémia Brown - Spiritual Director
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What sort of a plant is Cursillo?

These are the answers given by members of the secretariat when
asked recently!
IVY…it grows in all directions but from a main stem
FUCHSIA…the ballet dancer flowers are colourful, joyful and fun
TREE OF LIFE….it takes everyone on board
GRAPEVINE…it belongs to one stem and produces fruit
PALM TREE….it gives shade in a hot climate, and protection and shelter
in the desert
DAISY….it blooms where it is planted and where it is not planted
BUDDLEIA….it’s colourful and attracts things to it (like butterflies!)
NASTURTIUM…it scrambles all over the place, has colourful flowers and
isn’t set back by the black fly
What sort of plant comes to your mind?
From the Lay Director – October 2018




CURSILLO WEEKEND #34
Thursday 12th to Sunday 15th September2019

We have only one Weekend next year, so keep
nurturing your prospective pilgrims.
“Make a friend….Be a friend….Bring a friend to Jesus”
Application forms and information for sponsors from
Mrs Emma Kimsey, tel: 01895 634444
email: ekimsey@me.com[closing date 19th July]
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action
ACTION: Working towards transforming the world for Christ,
‘living and working to God’s praise and glory’.
Greetings to everyone, and I hope
you have been able to enjoy many
blessings during our long hot
summer.
This year 2 bulletins were issued –
just one double-sided sheet of news
and notices – which have been well
received. I do hope that Cursillistas
on email were kind enough to make
copies for non-emailing people in
their
parish
who
wouldn’t
otherwise get these updates. This
magazine, having longer and more
reflective content, is either posted
or hand-delivered to every person on the membership list, plus all senior
clergy in the Diocese.
In this copy you will read two amazing lay witness talks, and hear all about
Weekend #32 under the leadership of Lay Rector Paul Bevis-Knowles and
Spiritual Advisers Preb Rosémia Brown and Revd Julie Connell (Spiritual
Director, Southwark). The pilgrims were in good hands both humanly and
spiritually speaking, as their comments (Page 22) show!
The Weekend linked Ultreya was held at St James Church, Clapton, in July.
Many thanks to the Cursillistas who made it such a lovely occasion! The
hospitality and fellowship were wonderful and so welcoming; Paul led the
proceedings with grace and gentleness; Mary gave an inspiring witness talk
and to top it all St James provided us with a marvellous musician! We were
unusually small in number, this being ordinations time of year, but we had
apologies sent from almost 20 people from many different parishes,
showing their support in spirit and love. The only thing missing was a
photographer!
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The secretariat continues to pursue their duties, having to work on both
the Safeguarding and the new Data Protection issues this year; we maintain
our communications with BACC and our Local Area group (St Albans,
Southwark and Chelmsford). Two of our Cursillistas contributed to BACC’s
excellent new promotional film ‘Cursillo, hope for the Anglican Church’
launched this year– thank you John Paul and Martin Carr. It needs to be
widely publicised (Page 24). Can I suggest that as a piece of Action, you
show the film to Cursillistas and others in your parish.
It was good to hear at the BACC conference that an approach had been
made with regard to Cursillo being used as a resource in a Church of
England research project headed up by Nick Shepherd (London) entitled
‘Setting God’s People Free’, looking at ways of encouraging and enabling
the ministry. A number of Cursillo Dioceses are taking part, including
Chelmsford and Southwark from our local area group.
The National Ultreya at Chelmsford report is on page 15; next year it is at
Chester, and then on Saturday 5th September 2020, it will be OUR turn!
Plans are already under way for the big event– the joint National Ultreya,
London with Southwark. In due course, we will be able to set out the
specific tasks that need doing, but in the meantime we would like to have
expressions of interest from anyone who might like to help in whatever
capacity – Could you be a steward? Research accommodation facilities?
Offer a visiting Cursillista a spare bed? Be a communications person? Make
up ‘goody bags’? Do secretarial duties? I am sure we can make use of almost
any skill that is offered!
Unbelievably, in May 2019, Preb Rosémia’s 3 year term as Spiritual
Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of London comes to an end. We are very
fortunate and delighted that the Rev Ken Buckler has agreed to take on the
mantle for the next 3 years. We are so grateful to Rosémia for her service
to us, and her great faith has been inspirational. We are privileged to have
the new Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, joining us to celebrate these
comings and goings on 6th April 2019.
I am hoping that you will be collecting your copy of this magazine at the
Clausura of Weekend #33. Please make every effort to come to the linked
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Ultreya on 10th November, at All Hallows by the Tower Church, to welcome
and support the new Cursillistas into the wider Cursillo community.
Ultreya!

Dee

Deirdre Davis, Lay Director

CURSILLO LEADER’S WORKSHOPS
These are for both ordained and lay Cursillistas who want to
know more about Cursillo. They include talks and
opportunities for discussion, with worship and fellowship.
22 March 2019 to 24 March 2019
at Wistaston Hall, Crewe. CW2 8JS
5 July 2019 to 7 July 2019
at Shallowford House, Stone nr Stafford ST15 0NZ
15 November 2019 to 17 November 2019
at Diocesan Retreat House, Pleshey, Chelmsford CM3 1HA

Christianity is a lifestyle - a way of being in the world
that is simple, non-violent, shared, and loving. However, we
made it into an established "religion" (and all that goes
with that) and avoided the lifestyle change itself. One
could be warlike, greedy, racist, selfish, and vain in most
of Christian history, and still believe that Jesus is one's
"personal Lord and Saviour" . . . The world has no time for
such silliness anymore. The suffering on Earth is too
great.
Richard Rohr
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NATIONAL ULTREYA AT CHELMSFORD
Saturday, 1st September 2018

A packed Cathedral
Chelmsford is not the first place that may spring to mind when considering
Britain’s various cathedral cities, and it was certainly a new experience for
me. Being relatively close to London, fifteen or so London Cursillistas came
for the day, but a few of us made a weekend of it, and so were able to
experience
the
Cathedral in all
lights
(morning,
midday and evening
sunshine, as well as
floodlit at night).
We were also able to
share in the relative
calm of a ‘normal’
Sunday
morning
Cathedral service,
after the jubilant
excitement of the
previous day.
Banner procession leaving the cathedral
11

Paula – banner bearer for London
For the Ultreya itself, we were
extremely fortunate to be able to
spend the whole of the day in the
Cathedral, and were very warmly
welcomed by everyone. I suspect that
each year, the hosts may worry about
many things:
will the day be
successful, will people come, will
expectations be met, will we enjoy
ourselves? Well, it was, they did, they
were, and we did!
The pattern for the day was the
normal one: gathering together,
singing (to the accompaniment of a
lively and youthful music group),
introductions and witness talks,
floating group reunions, promoting the next National Ultreya (2019 in
Chester), lunch, the Walk of Witness, Cathedral Eucharist (this time with
the Bishop of Barking), and for those who still had the energy, supper and
a Ceilidh – for which a special dance floor had been installed in the middle
of the Cathedral.
We were blessed with beautiful weather throughout, and the Walk of
Witness processed from the Stone Bridge over the River Can, through the
pedestrianised High Street, across one main road (where the pedestriancrossing was literally roped off on each side, much to the frustration of
motorists and cyclists!) and into the Cathedral precinct, before the
Diocesan banners were carried into the Cathedral itself. As usual, many of
the shoppers were bemused by the long, colourful line of singing
Christians, and one or two people asked if our rainbow colours also meant
we supported the LGBT movement!
Finally, a pleasing memory from the earlier introduction session: the
young woman who was introducing the ‘important’ people commented
about how blessed we were to have with us a particular woman priest, and
then added: “… and how blessed you are, to have me as your daughter!”
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Gathering for the procession
Ultreya!
Alison Rollin #11

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting
for the year ending 30th June 2018
will be held on November 10th.
with an Ultreya and a Eucharist.
at All Hallows by the Tower Church,
close by Tower Hill tube station.
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LAY WITNESS TALKS
Mary’s Ultreya Witness Talk
"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar
or puts it under a bed. Instead, you put it on
a stand, so that those who come in can see
the light, for there is nothing hidden that
will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed
that will not be known or brought out into
the open." Luke. 8: 16-17

A brief background of my spiritual journey.

I re-joined the Church of England community in 1984 and having done
various tasks, the commitment was there but I was struggling with my faith
for some time. Nothing helped and then in 2007 I attended London Cursillo
weekend #16 still struggling to find my sense of ‘belonging’. I had and still
have to this day (no questions asked) a support person and friend who also
attended the same Cursillo weekend. We became prayer partners but to
be honest she did most of the praying. What an experience that weekend
was. I found it humbling and even wrote to the lay director nd received a
very encouraging reply. Cursillo gave me the courage to explore what I
could offer the church.
How do I shine my lamp here in this church and in this community! what
do I do to help to keep the church running smoothly.?................
Over the years I have done various tasks within the church community to
help to keep it running smoothly. I have helped with and still do admin
when requested amongst other things. This has been my gift to God and
the church, because it is a God given gift to me, so in a way I am giving back.
Along the way I have been a server and a sacristan which I enjoyed and
miss. Ideally I'd like to be able to resume these roles.
I became very ill and felt disillusioned and disconnected from church life
and after much soul searching asked God for help and guidance, to show
me where He wanted me to be and what He wanted me to do. Someone
came to see me almost every day while I was unable to get about and once
told me that God was listening and answering but I was not hearing, she
was right. God gave me the strength and ability to continue to help where I
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could. By the grace of God a challenge was set, and my thinking of ‘nonchurch’ was not part of His plan for me, even though I fought it, I lost the
battle. A new page began in my life, God won. So I thank Him daily for the
mercy and blessings He has bestowed upon me, my family and His world,
and for allowing my candle to remain lit and not hidden.
I also help in the wider community by using my admin skills to assist a
community user led organisation, which focuses on the barriers faced in
everyday society by people with various impairments. Another page was
started in God’s plan for me.
Last year I joined the Hackney Deanery Synod after pondering about it for
some time, again asking God for his guidance. I wanted to see for myself
what it was all about. I was nominated and elected as Deanery Secretary
for the next 3 years. I agreed, no one opposed, what had I gotten myself
into? And another page was turned. After all I knocked at God’s door and
He answer every time in his own time, so here I am. As the Deanery Synod
Secretary I try to rise to this new challenge, something different and
rewarding. The first task I set for myself was to compile a database of
Hackney’s Deanery Synod Members for ease of communication. There is
also a Deanery Assistant Secretary to share the load. I strive to play an
active part, learn more about the role, and become a good team member.
When there are new things happening and there are new demands I try to
listen for a message from Christ, as to where and how He is leading me next.
I pray for understanding of how I can help others in their calling to serve
Christ faithfully.
Please pray for me as I pray for you.
Then I said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will, O God." Hebrews 10:7.
ULTREYA!
Mary Beccles #16

NATIONAL ULTREYAS
2019 ~ Chester on Saturday 31st August
2020 ~ London, hosted jointly by London and Southwark,
on Saturday 5th September
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Maggie Dawson’s Witness Talk
20th Jan 2018 at the Diocesan Ultreya and AGM
Well, it all began in 2016,a year when Leicester City won the league, when
Donald Trump was elected as President of the United States of America and
when Brexit happened, a year which taught me at least not to be
complacent about anything at all!
2016 and 2017, 2 years, and 2 stories which are interconnected, and both
of which have now been resolved, but neither of them without the constant
and faithfulness of Jesus. This is what I would like to tell you about today
in my Witness Talk!
The first story is about a friend with whom I have had a long-standing
friendship since 1989. We have not always been in touch with each other
although through that time, our paths have crossed and he has been a very
important thread in my life. He is someone with whom I can talk very easily
and with whom I have been able to share the deepest confidences; like a
soulmate! Our lives had taken different turns but we seem to come back to
the same path. However, a couple of years ago, we found ourselves in a
situation where it was very difficult for him to remain in contact with me.
On a normal level, it would be understandable but for us it led to our
friendship breaking down, another unbelievable event! . I was totally
devastated and could do nothing about it as he had set the terms. All I could
do, I say all, was pray. I was very unwell during that time and I truly lived
a desert experience, knowing that there was nothing I could do but just
hope and pray. I knew God was with me. I’ve had other desert or
wilderness moments and come through but this time I just couldn’t
imagine how. I prayed a lot, was consoled by close friends who prayed with
me too.
One weekend, I went away with my son to visit my family as we had a
family party to celebrate my Dad’s 80th birthday. I switched my phone off
and thought everyone I needed was with me so no phone was required and
I just gave up on this friendship. At the end of that day, I switched on my
phone to check for messages and there was one from him, asking me to
contact him regarding something totally unrelated but it was late when I
picked up the message and I was very shaken. I ignored it. I returned home
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the following day and there was a message from him on my landline asking
me to phone him. I wasn’t going to respond. I had given up. I had had
enough but my son told me I had to and, after much persuading by my son,
I did it but only so that my son could continue his journey as he went back
to university and his friends. I’m so glad I did it though. After a couple of
days, we met up and both decided that we would put aside our differences
and resume our friendship but would not talk about anything that had
happened. It seems to have worked!
The lesson I learned from this was that with God, when we pray, it’s not
always “yes” to our prayers or “no” but sometimes not yet. It was a very
long road, during a period of about four months, and I wouldn’t have
chosen it for one single second but God had been with me all the way, as in
the Footprints analogy. When you pray, don’t give up. God is carrying you
and usually working on something.
Funnily enough, a few days ago, when meeting up with him for a piece of
cake, we found ourselves revisiting what had happened 2 years ago, and
managed to clear the air. He suggested that we pray about it together, so
we did. I now feel that a burden has been lifted off my shoulders.

The second story involves something that happened a few months later. I
had become victim to one of the government’s benefit cuts. I had been
denied money which had previously been allocated. As you will all know, I
am totally blind. I had been required to attend an assessment to evaluate
whether I was still entitled to this benefit. It was blatantly obvious to me
that my circumstances hadn’t changed! Unfortunately in a way, the
assessment was the day after my son’s graduation in October 2016, which
had left me on a high. I went to the assessment and was very positive in my
responses.
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As a baby, I had not been expected to live. I had been very ill at 3 months
old and had almost died, and eventually lost my sight at the age of four. My
parents were of course overjoyed that I had survived and I was very much
brought up with the idea that I hadn’t died so should just get on with it. I
had only lost my sight and they have always supported me in whatever I
have done. Unfortunately, this positivity of mine did not work at the
assessment. (please don’t do this if you find yourself in my situation at an
assessment. You get no points!) I was turned down. Eventually, my
aforementioned friend suggested that I appeal. I had to write about my
daily life, bringing out all the difficult things that I have to do, which, of
course, to me are just every day stuff. I’m not used to being negative. It
made me feel totally worthless and it was yet again another difficult road
although, this time, it was something that I was able to share with close
friends. I knew God was with me. I know he always is but I didn’t know
that we would be successful at the Tribunal which I attended almost a year
to the day after my assessment. I won the Tribunal. My friend whom I had
previously lost for a while was with me all the way helping me at each and
every turn, which wouldn’t have happened if God hadn’t been with me. He
had made sure that the conflict had been resolved and that that friend was
there when I needed him. That might not have happened if we hadn’t been
able to reconcile. . God has provided me with a son who usually knows
what is best for me and really cares. God has furnished me with a very
committed family and some very extraordinarily close friends.
God always provides what we need.
Sometimes, life for each of us is very dark and very confusing. Sometimes
we don’t know which way to turn but God does. I know we all have
challenges; we all have disappointments and face injustice. God is always
there. We just need to recognize it. I have to confess that I still don’t always
manage to trust God as I should, quickly forgetting what he has already
done for me, but God is a forgiving God as we know and always will be. I
don’t always understand his way but his ways are higher than my ways,
Isaiah, Chapter 55.
One of my favourite psalms, and one that encompasses everything, is Psalm
139. I could read from the entire psalm but today will quote from 3
different sets of verses;
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Psalm 139: 1-4
O lord, you have searched me and
you know me. You know when I sit
and when I rise; You perceive my
thoughts from afar. You discern my
going out and my lying down; You
are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue, you
know it completely, O lord.
Verses 11 and 12:
If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide
me and the light become night
around me,”
Even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day for
darkness is as light to you.”
And Verses 23-24
Search me, o God, and know my heart; Test me and know my anxious
thoughts.
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
After the Tribunal, I contacted my MP who had supported me during the
appeal process and I have since written to thank him for his help. However,
although I am happy that I have been successful at the Tribunal, I know
there is further work to do for others with regard to the form that I had to
fill in. I have found it very misleading and feel that it will lead others to go
down the wrong path as I did and have offered my help to the appropriate
MP to talk it through and make suggestions in order to make necessary
changes to make it easier, in the hope that others will not have such a
difficult time whilst going through the same process. I could have just left
it, but feel morally obliged to help others. I suppose this is a form of
apostolic action and it is one that I feel compelled to help with because I
know I can do it with the help of God!
God uses our situations and nothing is ever a waste. We need to look for
opportunities to minister to others and count our blessings.
Ultreya!
Maggie Dawson #26
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LAY RECTOR’S REPORT – CURSILLO #32
Some time ago Jane Coan asked me to
consider and pray about whether I felt that
God might be calling me to be the Lay Rector
of London Cursillo #32. After much prayer
and reflection, I found myself at the helm of a
wonderfully happy staff team, leading a group
of pilgrims who brought such joy and
enthusiasm to the weekend.
The statistics were:
Staff/pilgrim ratio 3:1
Male/female ratio 1:4
Average age under 60
Our Pilgrims came from St Lawrence, Eastcote, St Mark’s, Dalston, Church
of the Ascension, Wembley and St Martin’s, Ruislip.
Felden Lodge and it’s 32 acres was bathed in bright summer sunshine, with
good weather, no cold rooms, hot showers in every room, lovely food, soft
linen and of course we recognised the efforts of the hardworking staff in
the time honoured tradition.

Felden Lodge, Hemel Hempstead
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The Rollo room was a constant hum of worship, song and sheer fun. Our
light spacious airy room was home to the tables representing and
dedicated to the life of Saints Catherine of Alexandria, St Dyfrig, St Gwynno
(our comfort table saint) and the
weekend dedicated to St Ignatius of
Loyola )pictured on the right).
My lasting memory of our
Spiritual Advisors Julie and
Rosemia, was their mischievous fun
perfectly blended with timely
reflections and leading services in a
thoughtful way. I can still picture
them both walking in the grounds in
the late afternoon sun and
wondering what goodies they were
planning. We soon found out!
Cursillo #32 was a wonderful experience - we smiled a lot and shed some
tears together as we pondered what God is doing in our lives. We felt filled
with the Holy Spirit and I am truly blessed to be part of the Cursillo
movement. Many thanks to everyone who participated, who prayed for us
all and who came to support us at the Clausura, and my gratitude to our
Lay Director Dee Davis for her guidance and considerable wisdom.
Paul Bevis-Knowles
Lay Rector London Cursillo #32
31st May to 3rd June 2018
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PILGRIM COMMENTS - Weekend #32
Audrey Perkins
When I was told about the Cursillo 3 day weekend, I thought ‘OK, I’ll go on
it’ – never realising what it was going to be like! The first day was almost a
disaster, driving there in the rain, and then finding the road was closed so
had to drive all the way round to the back way. Then on Friday morning I
overslept! After that everything went well. Everyone was very kind and
friendly and I was touched by the Spiritual Advisers. I shall never forget the
letters and prayers we received from so many people; I thought ‘What!
How do all these people know me?’ It reached down into my soul. It was
fantastic - one of the greatest ever weekends ever.
Lynda Corbin
When my friend invited me to participate in this event I did so with
reluctance as I thought I could not “live like a Nun” even for a weekend,
going to a place I had never heard of on my own and not knowing anyone
or what to expect. However, I was very glad I decided to go as I had the
most wonderful and uplifting time. Although very spiritual there was also
time for fun and it was good to meet so many people and make new
friends. When I received messages of prayer and knew that so many
people everywhere were thinking and praying for me by name I was
overwhelmed and tears welled up in my eyes. I was so grateful for all
the kind thoughts and gifts. It truly was a blessed occasion where I learnt
so much more to assist me in my spiritual life.
I came away with the message “God depends on you and I on Him” very
much in my thoughts and knowing I can do anything with Him by my side
and in fellowship with my Christians brothers and sisters. Ultreya!
Glenn Burchell
How wonderful it is when God knows what is right for you, even if you
don’t. So it was that I found myself driving down a worryingly narrow
country lane to Felden Lodge for a Cursillo weekend. Of course, I had
googled ‘London Cursillo’ and read about the history of the movement,
but I had little idea of what lay ahead.
Perhaps most striking, was the sense of being held in God’s love and in so
many prayers. I still struggle a little to get my head around why so many
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people would come together and give up so much of their time for 5
pilgrims – but I am so glad they did.
What an intense and amazing weekend it was. At one point on Friday
morning I wondered how I was going to make it to the end? By Sunday
afternoon, of course, I didn’t want it to be over. So much incredible input
and gentle but challenging discussion. Then, there were the prayers and
good wishes from around the globe, a genuinely humbling reminder, if we
needed it, of God’s grace. Ultreya!

Angela Dennie
I came to my Cursillo weekend not knowing what to expect. A bit of a leap
of faith. I lead a very busy life, working full time, in a fairly challenging job,
and having a few issues to deal with in my home life, like many of us.
I am what some would describe as sleep deprived and have not made the
time to reflect on my spiritual wellbeing. I felt compelled to accept the
invitation. But even during my journey to Felden Lodge I had doubts about
whether the experience was going to be right for me. Would I feel
comfortable, would it be relevant, would I be needed elsewhere?
My answers came thick and fast virtually from the moment I arrived. It was
a wonderful journey into faith for me. It was a thought provoking weekend
shared with likeminded people. I felt valued and special. Receiving spiritual
guidance, gifts and prayers from total strangers was overwhelming.
On the final day I meant to thank everyone for what had been so generously
provided but was so lost for words all I could do was sob. It’s therefore so
special for me to have been given this opportunity to thank everyone
involved in opening up this opportunity to me. Thank you and God bless
you all.
Ultreya
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Alison Cummins
I’d known about Cursillo for a long time, but this year felt like the right time
to come – I needed a boost, something different. I was excited as the
weekend drew near – my sponsor had been preparing me – and on arrival
at Felden Lodge everyone was very friendly and helpful, putting me at ease.
On the first night I wasn’t too sure how things were going to go – but
everything just got better and better and better! Being surrounded by so
much love, receiving so many letters and prayers, being part of something
– being part of this shared experience of love – was amazing! These things
are still in my mind – as well as the art work!

‘Cursillo - Hope for the Anglican Church’

This is a short, beautifully put together, promotional film about the Cursillo
movement in the Church of England. It has a professional look, and features
many Cursillistas (some of whom who you might recognise!) bearing
witness to the power of Cursillo, and the place it could take in the life,
witness and ministry of the Church of England.
It sometimes seems that Cursillo is a well-kept secret in the Church!
Cursillo is, indeed hope in the Anglican Church. Let’s do our best to
encourage bishops, priests and deacons and all church leaders to watch
this little film, and spread our own particular Good News!
Encourage people to watch it on Youtube – just type in the title and there it
will be.
Brandy Pearson
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NEWS
Rev’d Michael Bolley’s 25th anniversary of priesting.
Tuesday 3 July at Holy Trinity Southall
It was good to join a large congregation of
parishioners, friends and family for a joyful
service to celebrate 25 years of Michael’s
priestly ministry. A number of Cursillistas were
present including the Revd John Metivier, who
had conducted Michael’s pre-ordination retreat
all those years ago, Elizabeth Metivier, and
from Whitstable – our long-time music cha cha
Mike Cooke, who played the organ, and Ruth
Smith (on the staff team for Weekend #33).
Michael chose to open the service with a hymn
of praise “Praise my Soul the king of heaven”.
Other hymns stressed service (“Brother, sister,
let me serve you”) and mission (“We have a
gospel to proclaim”). Monica Bolley (pictured
below, with baby Camille and Cursillista Joy
Shiner) sang a solo and led the worship band in which their son Simon
played (To complete the family
their daughter Ruth had come
over from Austria with their
granddaughter, Camille.) Prayers
were led by a diverse group of
people, including the Southall
Roman
Catholic
priest,
representatives from London
Cursillo and On Fire Mission, as
well as members of the
congregation.
Bishop Pete (Willesden Area)
preached, summing up the various
areas in which Michael has been
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involved and rather unexpectedly finishing with the Cursillo rallying cry
“Ultreya!” Though surprising to hear it echoed by Bishop Pete, it was a
gracious tribute to the importance this Anglican renewal movement has
been to Michael as well as Michael’s importance in establishing Cursillo in
London in 2000.
Ann Fuller


CURSILLISTAS PRIESTED!

in the Willesden Area 29 June 2018
Many of us saw Cursillistas Mark Arnold and Stuart Melchor ordained
deacon last year at St Paul’s Cathedral.
This year Sarah, Bishop of London chose the Willesden Area for her first
ordination of priests. And so Mark and Stuart (with their 2 colleagues,
Sheenagh and Vicky) were the first deacons in London to be ordained
priest by Bishop Sarah. And the ordination was in the church where Mark
serves: St Andrew Sudbury; the first ordination they have ever hosted - two
firsts!
Bishop Sarah presided and Bishop Pete preached. Bishop Sarah took the
deacons through a comprehensive list of their duties which included: “With
all God’s people they are to tell the story of God’s love” They promised to
discharge their duties with the help of God and then the congregation
promised to pray for them and support them in their ministry. Bishop
Sarah led us in the ancient hymn “Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire”.
After the ordination, the four new priests administered the chalices at the
altar at the Eucharist.
St Andrews provided a wealth of refreshments which many of us ate
outside where it was cooler and where Bishop Sarah, Bishop Pete and a
visiting New Zealand Bishop (formerly Stuart’s vicar at St Joseph’s) posed
patiently for photographs with the candidates.
It was a memorable, uplifting and joyful occasion.
Ann Fuller
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Studying theology

Mick Shaw chose to study with the Westminster
Theological Centre and graduated from Chester
University. Study took place over 6 years, at local
hubs in churches that were equipped with video
links to tutors from Canada, USA and South
America and twice a year there were residential
weeks at Wolverhampton University. Well done
to Mick for great perseverance and with God by
his side to achieve his BA (Honours) in Theology!
Congratulations!

Have a look at our website!
Share it with other people.
Help to spread our good news…
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LONDON CURSILLO LEADERSHIP TEAM

The Secretariat, below, is a committed leadership team from
around the Diocese, serving Cursillo in the Diocese.
Lay Director - Deirdre Davis
laydirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

020 8429 1291

Spiritual Director - Rev Preb. Rosemia Brown
spiritualdirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

020 8985 1750

Secretary - Martin Carr
secretary@londoncursillo.org.uk

07986 554836

Treasurer - Chris Hoppett
treasurer@londoncursillo.org.uk

01895 672463

BACC Representative - Mick Shaw
bacc@londoncursillo.org.uk

07768 007174

Pre-Cursillo Representative - post vacant
precursillo@londoncursillo.org.uk
Publicity Representative - Kay Craigie
publicity@londoncursillo.org.uk

07795 578400

Weekend Representative - post vacant
weekend@londoncursillo.org.uk
4th Day Representative - post vacant
4thdayrep@londoncursillo.org.uk
Prayer Co-ordinator - Paula James
prayer@londoncursillo.org.uk
Safeguarding Officer - Helen Pye-Beraet

020 8866 1225

Co-opted members - Carl Berry

020 8204 3451

01895 678695

CURSILLO® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Registered Charity No 1082984. Affiliated to the
British Anglican Cursillo Council
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