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Cursillo is a movement of the Church
providing a method
by which Christians are empowered to grow
through prayer, study and action
and enabled to share God’s love with everyone

www.londoncursillo.org.uk
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prayer
PRAYER: Nourishing and strengthening our union with Christ
and drawing us to lives of holiness

In your mercy and of your kindness – please pray for:
Jane Coan, Lay Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of
London, Father Gareth Bevan, Spiritual Director
and members of the Secretariat.
The London Cursillo weekend #29 from 29th October to 1st
November 2015 for potential pilgrims and the chosen staff team.
For Julia Bevis - Knowles on her Ordination to the Priesthood
Rachel Treweek - on her appointment as Bishop of Gloucester
London Cursillistas Mark Arnold and Stuart Melchor, as they train
for the priesthood.
Capital Vision 2020 and Ambassadors for Christ
For Alison Christian on her appointment as Hon. Canon at
Leicester Cathedral
For Ultreya GB 2015 at Blackburn
For the worldwide Cursillo movement.
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Please hold in your prayers all the staff and pilgrims on the forthcoming
Anglican Cursillo Weekends in 2015 & 2016:
West Yorkshire and the Dales: #3
Ely: #30
Durham: #24
York: #23
Chester: #51
Coventry: #46
Oxford: #17
Chelmsford: #31
London: #29
Blackburn: #62
Leicester: #41

10th -13th September 2015
8th – 11th October 2015
22nd – 25th October 2015
22nd – 25th October 2015
22nd – 25th October 2015
22nd – 25th October 2015
22nd – 25th October 2015
29th October – 1st November 2015
29th October – 1st November 2015
29th October – 1st November 2015
12th – 15 November 2015

Chichester: #27
Chester: #52

14th – 17th April 2016
19th – 22nd May 2016

LONDON CURSILLO WEEKEND #29
29th October – 1st November 2015
at the Royal Foundation of St Katharine at Limehouse
Bookings are coming in for this weekend.
Please consider prayerfully
whether you might sponsor someone
If you don’t have them already, application forms and sponsorship
guidelines can be obtained from Pat Stevens, Booking Secretary
patstevens1938@live.co.uk • Tel: 020 8954 6525
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study
STUDY: Deepening our understanding of God’s ways and our Christian
calling and helping to form our minds after the mind of Christ.

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR
My Dear Cursillistas - the Lord be with you!
I hope you are having a good summer and are
not too hot!
We had a great day in June 2015 with Neil
Hudson from the London Institute for
Contemporary Christianity, entitled ‘Making a
Difference in our Communities'. This study day
also included
presentations from our
Cursillistas: Revd. Preb. Rosemia Brown on
Credit Unions, Carl Berry on working with the
Homeless and Sue Cobb on Street Angels: and in
our group discussions many other aspects of
working in our communities were explored.

Fr. Gareth

Our constant aim in our Christian lives is to work through Capital Vision
2020, in being Confident, Creative and Compassionate Christians, making
a difference to the communities in which we live.
The words of Shakespeare came to me as I overheard the discussions in
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the groups, exploring the many ways in which we can serve our Lord.
The Merchant of Venice
The quality of mercy is not strained;
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest;
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:
It goes on:
It is an attribute to God himself;
And earthly power doth then show likest God’s
When mercy seasons justice.
In our work with others, mercy comes to the forefront - with the lonely,
displaced and disadvantaged, the homeless and sometimes the lost.
At this time of Ordination - we are also reminded of the words in the
Liturgy of Ordination, “Called to proclaim the word of the Lord, to be
messengers, watchmen and stewards of the Lord.”
We are all called to serve our Lord - to be good stewards of our own
abilities, gifts and talents - working God's purpose out in the
environments in which we live - helping those disadvantaged - bringing
people to God.
God continually calls us. In the story of the good Samaritan, the person is
not named - it can be you or me. In the story of Lazarus at the rich man's
gate, convention is again turned on its head - the rich man is not named
and the focus is entirely on the man in distress and in need – Lazarus.
That's where the focus should be - entirely on those we are aiming serve
and help. All of us are important to God - each one of us with our own
strengths and weaknesses. God looks into the depths of our very selves
and there, may he see mercy and as Shakespeare puts it, ‘an attribute to
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God himself’, which encompasses that compassion , creativity and
confidence that works out God's purpose in our lives and makes a
difference to the communities in which we live.
May blessings abound.

Fr. Gareth

Prayer:
May the breath of the spirit blow
through us, brushing away our fears
and weaknesses, building our courage and strength and
leading us to become the people we have the potential to
be, through Jesus Christ our Lord - Amen
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CURSILLO LEADERS’ WORKSHOPS
The next workshops will run from
23 - 25th October 2015
at Wistaston Hall, Crewe, Cheshire
15 - 17 April 2016
at Wistaston Hall, Crewe, Cheshire
30 September - 2 October 2016
at Swallowford House, Stone, Nr. Stafford

Cursillo Leaders’ Workshops are for ordained and lay people
who want to know more about Cursillo.
They include talks and opportunities for discussion,
as well as sharing in worship and fellowship.
For all Cursillo Leaders Workshop enquiries:Mrs Jan Watts, CLW Administrator
245 Filey Road, Scarborough, North Yorkshire YO11 3AE
E.MAIL: admin@anglicancursillo.co.uk
Mr Paul Thacker, CLW Convenor, Chapel Cottage, Chedburgh Road,
Chevington, Bury St, Edmunds,Suffolk, IP29 5QU
E.MAIL: clw@anglicancursillo.co.uk
Should you need application forms just e mail her at the above address.
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CLW?
The CLW is for all who want to know mor e about Cursillo. All are welcome, lay or
ordained. Those who have any leadership role should certainly attend before, or as
soon as possible after taking office.
WHAT IS INCLUDED?
An opportunity for sharing in worship & fellowship , hearing talks on the following and
discussing their content with people from other diocesan / provincial movements:








The Purpose of Cursillo including: Cursillo and the fundamentals of Christian Living
The Church and the place of the movement
Forming a Movement including: The Fourth Day First, The Groups – Reunion
Ultreya
Spiritual Direction
Making the Movement Work including: The Servant Community, The Pr e -Cursillo,
The Authentic Three Day Week -end, The Cursillo Leader
Looking Ahead
Taking the information and ideas back to the diocese and sharing them with the
leaders there.

WHO LEADS A CLW?
Those who make up the leadership of the presenting team for a CLW have themselves
already attended a CLW and are leaders from within the British Anglican Cursillo
movement. Three people make up the team which includes a Spiritual Director.
CLWs run from 5.30p.m. on the first evening to around 2pm on the final day. The full
cost of a weekend is £175 which includes board and room. A £60 per person non returnable deposit is required on booking. The balance is due one month befor e the
week-end. It is recommended that private holiday insurance is obtained. Please send
application forms with cheque for deposit made out to “British Anglican Cursillo Council
BACC” to Jan Watts at the address below.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Bookings should be made no less than 2 months before the week -end and places are
allocated on a first come first served basis. (Though last minute places are sometimes
available – contact Jan Watts to enquire).
These two days are a lifting up of the ideals of the Cursillo method. A CLW can be an
inspiring and spiritual experience, but does not attempt to repeat the Thr ee Day
Weekend experience.
Please contact the CLW Covenor, Mr Paul Thacker for more information:
Address: Chapel Cottage, Chedburgh Road, Chevington,
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP29 5QU
Email: clw@anglicancursillo.co.uk • Tel: 07909 730973
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BOOK REVIEW
Love The Saint and The Seeker
Authoress: Christina Stevens
Publisher: Hay House
(ISBN 978-1-78180-209)
I am moved to recommend this very
special book to fellow Cursillistas.
Something unexpected and transforming
happened to the filmmaker Christina
Stevens. This young woman who was
not a very religious person had a very real and
compelling dream. This was not an ordinary run of the mill sort
of dream that you wake up to, yawn, dismiss and get on with the day.
No, this was a dream that propelled her to action. In her dream Mother
Theresa appeared and summoned Christina to India to film her message
to the world. Without hesitation Christina gathered a film crew bound for
Calcutta. There were so many unexpected obstacles to overcome in
order to be permitted to film, which set this modern young woman on an
unanticipated learning path, taking the reader with her.
Each time I picked up this book I felt blessed by a saint, a woman small in
stature but with a love so big as to reach out to and inspire the world;
Mother Theresa.
God’s light shines through the pages of this book as we learn how he
worked through someone so poor, so humble to achieve so much,
enabling convents serving the poor to be opened in many places in the
world. Mother Theresa told the film maker Christina ‘God will write
through you’ and He did.
(Paula James London Cursillo #1)
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action
ACTION: Working toward s transforming the world for Christ,
‘living and working to God’s praise and glory’.

FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR
Summer is finally here and the first half of the
year has flown by. Even though we haven’t
held a Weekend we have managed to pack
quite a lot in.
It was encouraging to have a good turnout at
the AGM and Ultreya in January and my thanks
go to the team from Stanmore who helped
make it a most enjoyable occasion and to
Marlize who gave a very inspiring Lay Witness
Talk. At the AGM we elected members to the
Secretariat and each post was filled.

Jane Coan

The Secretariat has met 3 times so far this year and we welcomed Anna
Dias as our new secretary. Anna has been busy getting to grips with the
role and we are all benefitting from her experience and many skills.
At our next all-day meeting in September we will be looking carefully at
the role of prayer in Cursillo; how we can improve the systems that are
already in place and find more creative and genuine ways of giving and
receiving palanca.
We held another diocesan Ultreya in April, this time at St James’ Clapton
with their usual generous hospitality. Leonie spoke very movingly about
how she helped to set up a Credit Union service in the church and the
positive effect it is having on the community. A wonderful example of
how, along with prayer, the study of her environment led to Apostolic
Action.
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We continue to endeavour to get the Cursilllo method better known and
understood and we have given 3 presentations this year to different
audiences; St Saviour’s Pimlico during The Company of Servers AGM; All
Hallows by the Tower following their weekly Taize service and St Mary’s
Acton during the sermon slot at their Sunday morning Eucharist. If you
know of any church or organisation that would benefit from one of our
presentations do let me or Gareth know. It is proving to be a valuable
tool in getting Cursillo known to both clergy and laity.
In June we held a study day at St Lawrence Church, Eastcote, “Making a
Difference in our Communities.” This was a most inspiring day and a full
account can be found on page 21. Many thanks to Neil Hudson from the
London Institute for Contemporary Christianity for leading the day and to
Sue, Carl and Rosemia for their excellent contributions. Thanks also to
the team from St Lawrence who looked after us so well.
It’s always good to meet up with Cursillistas from other dioceses and
there have been several opportunities already this year.
In April, Burnett and Heather attended a Cursillo Leader’s Workshop
(CLW) in Stafford which they both found very helpful and they were able
to give feedback to the Secretariat.
In May Gareth and I travelled up to Edinburgh for the BACC AGM. You
will be able to read a full report of this in the next edition of BACC pages
available on their website.
I was also able to attend the Closing Eucharist of Norwich #7, and parade
the London Cursillo banner at a special celebration at Leicester Cathedral
to mark the 21st birthday of Leicester Cursillo. In July I plan to attend,
with others, the Closing Service of St Albans #6 where Chris Hoppett will
be serving as Table Leader and Dee and I will be helping to facilitate a
training session for Southwark Cursillo as part of their Secretariat away
weekend. All of these are excellent opportunities to meet, encourage,
share ideas and learn from one another.
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And of course there is the GB Ultreya in Blackburn in
September, details of which can be found on
page 33.
As I write this, preparations are already
underway for London #29 and we have a full
staff team. Please continue to pray for the
pilgrims who have already committed to
coming and for those who are still considering
whether the time is right for them. I do hope you will be able
to come and support our new Cursillistas by attending the Closing
Eucharist at St Katharine’s on 1st November when we shall welcome
back the Rev’d Alison Tyler to preach and celebrate the Eucharist.
Until then, I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer and thank you all
for your continued support and prayers.
With many blessings,
Jane
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WHY CURSILLO - 4TH DAY
CLERGY TASTER WEEKEND AT
ST. KATHARINE’S FOUNDATION E1
Cursillo what’s that? I better go and find out,
from Thursday to Sunday! I went with an open
mind for whatever was in store. The fact that I
had no idea what to expect did not bother me
and it started well. I enjoyed the singing.
I was encouraged by the fact that everything
they did began and ended with prayer. I can
confirm now that this is a fact and I am still
amazed at the energy generated by staff and all
who are involved with the weekends.

Revd Rosemia Brown

The weekend was introduced and was mainly lay led. I particularly
remember Mrs. Monica Bolley who was an inspiration. I went away full
of wonder, joy, and praise. I asked myself, how come I didn’t know
about this before?
I cannot keep this to myself, I have to share it with as many others as I
can. As I have been sent, so I will send others and I am still keeping my
promise, I am sending. Some of my clergy colleagues are sceptical and
don’t want to send their members to the weekend. Maybe some had a
negative experience once way back, but I wish they would give their
members a chance to go and see for themselves.
Cursillo is the course for Christians who wish to explore their faith and
discern the call of God in their lives, especially at this present time when
many of our members are asking, ‘Where are you God, show me how I
can help my sisters and brothers in Christ’. ‘Help us to serve Christ in one
another and love as He loves us’, is a reality at these weekends. I enjoy
serving as Spiritual Adviser and I always learn something new about
people and God, but more to the point about my faith and why I do
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what I do. One thing about my taster weekend still makes me blush! I
don’t know if my colleagues still remember. In the middle of the night
the fire alarm went and we all had to get out and since I didn’t have a
dressing gown with me I had to go out in my very short frilly nighty.
Outside I observed all others were appropriately gowned! I was the only
one in a single piece of clothing, the very short frilly nighty, thank God it
wasn’t cold. Still, that didn’t put me off. I am still singing and praying
with Cursillo, and still encouraging others to join me. A good number of
Cursillistas have gone on to be trained as LLMs, Priests, Pastoral
Assistants, and others are serving faithfully in their church and
community.
When all is said and done Cursillo is not a cult, it is not a quick fix, it is a
way of life for all who profess to follow Christ.

Worst Day Ever?
by Chanie Gorkin

True happiness can be attained

Today was the absolute worst day ever

It's not true that good exists

And don't try to convince me that
There's something good in every day
Because, when you take a closer look,

Only if one's surroundings are good
I'm sure you can agree that
The reality
Creates

This world is a pretty evil place.

My attitude

Even if

It's all beyond my control

Some goodness does shine through once
in a while
Satisfaction and happiness don't last.

And you'll never in a million years hear
me say
Today was a very good day

And it's not true that
It's all in the mind and heart
Because

Now read it from bottom to top, the other way,
And see what I really feel about my day.
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ULTREYA WITNESS TALK 17.1.15
AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH, STANMORE
Thank you very much for the privilege of talking to you all today. I’ve
always been drawn to the need for action as a Christian and I would like
to talk to you about that, which means telling you a bit about my faith
journey, past and present.
I was blessed to grow up in a Christian family, with a mother who prayed
with us children every evening at bedtime and in the morning before
school. We went to church on Sundays, talked about religion around the
dinner table and I had the privilege of listening to my wonderful Dad talk
about God and pray at Monday assemblies as my headmaster. We had
the most beautiful children’s bible and story books, a source of great
fascination to me as a child. Sunday school was a bit of a chore, only
because it meant I had to wear a dress, an awful hardship for a tomboy my poor elegant mum normally had to resort to bribery!
I do recall the usual challenging questions and worries as a teenager, but
my dad started a youth Christian fellowship at school and I took a lot of
comfort from this group. I would also take some of these awkward
questions home and learnt many valuable things about religion and
being a Christian from my parents – I learnt that it is ok to ask, question
and wonder about it all and not just have to accept it as it reads in the
bible. This is something I still do every now and again, especially in Home
Group, when we all seem to be at it!
After school I was at a bit of a loss as to what to pursue career wise, so
went into the forces. Again God led me in my choice, steering me
towards a caring profession by placing a wonderful chaplain in my path,
who guided me towards my current career as an occupational therapist.
I firmly believe my job is one of my callings from God, working with the
vulnerable and disabled, helping my clients and also colleagues to
experience God’s grace, mercy and kindness. This is a humbling, daily
action for me as a Christian and I’m very aware of how blessed I am to be
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able to do this on a daily basis. I get to answer God’s calling for me and
get paid for it!
As a youngster, my future plans never in my wildest dreams included
coming to the UK, but I’m more sure than ever today this is where God
wants me. All through my life He has placed events and people in my way
and in a way when, where and just how I needed them! As a Christian, I
try to be mindful of this, and recognise it for what it is. I try to focus on
my immediate family, my husband and children, friends and daily
encounters; they remind me to see God in the smallest things, how to be
simply caring and kind in the smallest, but such meaningful ways. My
children’s simple love and acceptance of God, even listening to my then 7
year old daughter confidently and clearly telling her brother about the
Trinity, takes me back to my religious roots every day, helps me grow
and makes me so grateful to such a loving and generous God.
Church is important: St
John’s is my, and our
family’s church. I have such
love and friendship here,
from a minister leading
from the front with such
humanity and godly insight,
to the joy of being in junior
church, working alongside
friends with whom I can
share my faith. I’ve had such wonderful and blessed moments and
experiences here, all of which nurture my faith and help me in a small
way to try and give something back to God. I’ve made my Cursillo and
been part of Alpha and Disciples’ Club, I get to do my favourite worship
by singing out loud to God and I have learnt how to pray without being
shy. I have to say this praying is quite a big thing, because not only have I
been very private about this always, but I do not do this in English! Well,
one morning attending breakfast prayer cured all that! I’m one of those
people who believe it is hard to be a Christian without attending church.
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And of course there is Home Group. I have such friendship there. It is
the safe place where we can question and voice all sorts of things “good
Christians” shouldn’t say and think, should they? But it is the most
amazing thing that when we conclude our discussions, we notice that we
have all independently highlighted the same sections in a book! If you
are not part of a home group at the moment, I really recommend it, it
keeps you on the right path!
The thing about church is that it has all these things, some small, some
much bigger, but everything is important and you should step out and
take some of these things on, because it keeps you strong, nourishes
your faith, reprimands you when you lose it, and engulfs you when you
need it. It does not judge, it is completely accepting and it has so much
to offer to all tastes. And as a Christian I need to learn and grow and
change all the time for the better, especially as I fail a lot, but you know,
whenever I do, the St John’s community comes back with something that
reminds or strengthens me again.
I feel very young and immature in my faith still. I feel I have such a lot to
learn still and so much to improve on, but I am enjoying it. And boy, do I
get things wrong, every single day. I lose my temper at slow drivers,
shout at my children after a stressful day at work, snap at my husband
for no reason, I sigh heavily some Sunday mornings when I’m tired and
would rather stay home then come to church. And I still ask God why I
need to be so far from my family, even though I know it is his purpose for
me to be here. I try to be a better person and I try to be more patient,
kind, humble. My thing is I love all sorts of people and I do enjoy loving
people and getting to know them. Whenever I fail , I try to return to
being the sort of person God wants me to be.
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CAN YOU HELP?

Are you able to give
a regular donation
to further the work of
Cursillo in the Diocese of London
- however small or large?

If so, please consider
giving a fixed amount every month,
direct from your bank,
through a Standing Order.

Do you pay tax?
If so, compete a
Gift Aid Form too
A

Standing Order
To the Manager ____________________________ Bank plc
Branch Address: ___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
Branch Sort Code:______-______-______
Account Number: ___________________________________
Please pay to:
Cursillo in the Diocese of London (Account No: 21262718 )
HSBC Bank plc ( Sort Code: 40—05—27)
The sum of £ ______ on the ______ day of _________ 20 ______
And thereafter on the same day of each month until further notice.

Signature _____________________ Date: ______________
When completed, send this form to your bank,
and to the Honorary Treasurer
Mr Burnett Brown
134 Rushmore Road, Clapton, London E5 0EY
Telephone: 020 8985 1750 / 07740 095 779
B

Gift Aid Declaration
Title __________________ Surname: ____________________
Christian Names ______________________________________
Address:

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
_____________________ Postcode: _____________

Email :

___________________________________________

I am a UK tax payer.
I declare that all donations I have made since 6 April 2000 and all
donations I make hereafter are to be treated as Gift Aid Donations.
I pay income/capital gains tax at least equal to the amount of tax
to be reclaimed.
Signature: ______________________ Date: ________________
Please notify us of you no longer pay an amount of income tax or
capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations.
Please also notify us if you change your name or address whilst the
declaration is in force.
When completed, send this form to:
Jennifer Neve,
1 Woodland Heights, 95 Ducks Hill Road,
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 2SQ
Telephone: 01923 824 364 / 07989 378840
C

D

WITNESS TALK GIVEN AT A DIOCESAN ULTREYA AT ST JAMES’
CLAPTON ON 25TH APRIL
As a child I grew up in a Christian family. I was surrounded by God and
the church from the very beginning. I was raised in a Christian home with
my other siblings. From a very young age we attended Sunday school as
well as church. At meal times we always said grace, even to this day I
retain this valuable custom. We used to say, “For what we are about to
receive, may the Lord make us truly thankful. Amen.” I guess this was
just a ‘Christian thing. I didn’t really know God then, I just knew about
him..
I found myself searching for purpose and meaning in my family and
friends, and at times in relationships. I put everything into them.
At my lowest point when I was alone and afraid, God drew me to himself.
I knew he can save me if I just let him. I confess that I am a sinner, but
with help and discipline I will come through. I acknowledge that that he
sent Jesus to die on the cross so that I can be saved from my sin and have
eternal life. I am committed to God instead of to others.
God showed me that being a Christian isn’t just about doing well.
“For by the grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourself, it is the gift of God,” (Ephesians 2:8).
Because of this gift of God Leonard’s life changed. It was on a
Wednesday last year. I was standing by the church gate as people passed
by. Leonard was one of them. I explained what the Credit Union was all
about. He came in, had tea and ate a healthy lunch with us. He took the
form home and returned it the following week with relevant documents.
He is now a member of the London Community Credit Union. Leonard is
very happy that this experience has happened to him and he has the
ability to save.
This change came about with my not just looking for my own interest, but
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in taking an interest in others. It was through my spiritual maturity, the
ability to see things and act in the best interests of others. I have a very
unselfish attitude and nature.
I told Leonard about Church and the time we started. God has begun
working on him. He attends Church regularly and on Wednesday the
Credit Union, where he eats a healthy lunch. He consistently tells me,
“You are a good woman, Lee, I love you. I feel different. I love coming to
church”,
and many more endearing words. I truly believe he is sincere about what
he says.
I believe we all need someone to care for us. Leonard’s nature is one of
gentleness, kindness and thankfulness. Faith saved Leonard by turning
his life around. There is no going back, only forward and onward. I
encouraged Leonard to spend some quiet time with God every day.
Leonard reads his bible where he finds comfort and solace being nearer
to God. He is not a stranger any more.
I truly hope and pray that God will continue to walk with Leonard always.
Thanks be to God.
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SHARING THE FATHER’S LOVE:
MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES
Cursillo in London held a study day in June on “Making a Difference in
your Local Communities”. Anna Dias, Secretariat member gives an
overview of the day, organised by Jane Coan, Lay Director.
Jane says, “Recognising the parallels between the discipleship making
aim of Cursillo and the Diocese of London’s Capital Vision 2020 plans to
equip and commission Ambassadors for Christ, I was keen that we play
our part in this mission. Last year we commissioned 60 ambassadors and
have capacity to commission more. As participants come from across
London, I thought it important to deepen our understanding of
Ambassadors. So I invited Neil Hudson from L.I.C.C. (The London Institute
for Contemporary Christianity) to lead the day, and three
others within Cursillo to talk about how they are currently
making a difference in their daily lives”.
Neil gave an entertaining yet challenging
presentation on our Capital Vision 2020, to be a
confident, creative and compassionate Church;
the Ambassadors programme; and what that
means for us individually, collectively and
through our church structures. Neil explored the
meaning of the word “ambassador” as a citizen
of another country who represents and works
Neil Hudson
for the interests of that country. Yet, in order to
be able to influence the world in which you are
placed, you must be able to speak the local
language, understand its culture and be able to participate within it,
while always being faithful to your mission. Essentially, “being in but not
of the world” and as citizens of the Kingdom of God, we face the
challenge of being ‘scattered church’ out in the world, wherever God has
planted us.
Neil reminded us that we are 24-7 Christians, under observation at all
21

times. He gave an example of a group of women from diverse
backgrounds, using a church facility, who overran and inconvenienced a
church group meeting after them. Sadly, the encounter became a lost
opportunity to witness and possibly, even damaging to mission. While
Neil’s example of how PCCs can spend more time on ‘plant or buildings’
than on mission, struck an amusing yet serious chord with many.
Three Cursillo members went on to
inspire people with stories of their
apostolic action in the world. Sue Cobb
spoke of being a Street Angel in
Uxbridge, working with other prayerful volunteers between 10 p.m. to 4
a.m. at weekends. She said it was good to see how a cheerful face and
offer of lollipops, (obviously for sugar needs), could diffuse tension even
with young men and build excellent relationships with nightclub
bouncers! Sue said, her most rewarding experience was responding to
questions about the Angels; why they volunteered to help keep people
safe; and particularly, how they and others prayed for the workers and
all those they met during the night.
Carl Berry spoke movingly of his work, through the DWP, with homeless
people. Carl spoke of the challenges of helping people through a
changing welfare system, and engaging with those whose life traumas
make it difficult for them to trust institutional help.
The Rev’d Preb. Rosemia Brown spoke of the Credit Union
enterprise run from St James, Clapton. This had been
initiated by a congregation member, Leonie, who saw the
misery of those caught in a cycle of debt, particularly with
the exorbitant interest rates of money-lending agencies.
She counted as a success that one of the key loan companies has moved
on and out of the area. Rosemia also spoke of her encounters with the
betting shop on what their approach is to people who are getting deeper
into debt through gambling. She said there is no point in giving people a
leaflet on gambling awareness once they have run out of money. Citing
as an example, one of her congregation who visits and leaves church
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leaflets at the betting shop, Rosemia encouraged participants to go into
such places, observe what is happening and look for opportunities to
minister, “when people hit rock bottom, they may be open to change”.
After a bountiful “Bring and Share” Lunch, Neil Hudson gave participants
an interesting exercise. He explained LICCs six “M’s” of discipleship:

Model godly character

Make good work

Minister grace and love

Mould culture

Be a Mouthpiece for truth and justice

Messenger of the gospel
Then he asked participants to work in small groups, with those they did
not know well (always a challenge in Cursillo) to identify: one aspect that
came naturally; one aspect that was a stretch (or difficult); and what
would help achieve that aspect. The differing answers reflected the
strength and diversity of the Cursillo (and Christian) community.
As we closed, with tea and biscuits, the final lesson on discipleship and
“Making a Difference in our Local Communities” came from Rosemia’s
team, who gathered the many left overs for their evening activity of
feeding the homeless. A shining example of living as children of light.
Cursillo is 'A movement of the Church providing a method by which
Christians are empowered to grow through prayer, study and action
and enabled to share God's love with everyone.'
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LEICESTER ANGLICAN CURSILLO’S
21ST ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
On Saturday 20th June our Lay Director Jane Coan carried the London
Cursillo banner through Leicester Cathedral as a part of a joyful
procession of banners from Chester, Durham, Leicester, Lincoln, Norwich
and Sheffield, celebrating the 21 years of Leicester Cursillo!
This impressive Cathedral has been in the news a lot lately covering the
reinterment of King Richard III (March 2015), whose mortal remains were
discovered in a nearby car park.
Exquisite embroideries drape the coffin; one side depicts his life and
times and the other the modern team of experts involved in finding and
identifying him. The Cathedral also has other beautiful religious
embroideries.
The Eucharist was presided over by the Right Reverend Christopher
Boyle, Assistant Bishop of Leicester, who did his Cursillo in Malawi! He
spoke of us of being ‘shaped by God’ and of Leicester’s invitation to seek
the growth of the Kingdom of God with depth of discipleship, increased
numbers and loving service to the world.
The readings were read by members of Leicester Anglican Cursillo; by
Sally Duke, current Lay Director and by Reverend Cannon Cynthia
Hebden, former Spiritual Director. The Reverend Hugh Burgess, National
Spiritual Director for B.A.C.C. gave the sermon, in which he quoted ‘My
grace is sufficient for you as my power is stronger than your weakness.’
He went on to say that we have been given this free gift of God through
the Cursillo method of Prayer, Study and Action and asked are we giving
it to others or keeping it to ourselves? The challenge is to take the
Cursillo method of being a disciple to the wider church. He suggested we
get 4 or 5 people together for coffee and make a start, doing it in the
strength of Christ, not merely in our own strength.
Many favourite hymns were sung, including ‘Bind us Together Lord’, ‘Lift
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High the Cross’, ‘I the Lord of Sea and Sky’ and ending with ‘Christ
Triumphant, ever Reigning, Saviour, Master, King!’
Leicester Cursillo members warmly welcomed us to a delicious tea of
home made cakes and a magnificent 21 st Birthday cake! Cursillo meetings
are always a great opportunity for the exchange of ideas and to share
different ways of outreach. Throughout the service a Leicester Cursillista
was signing so deaf could understand what was being said and sung. I
introduced myself and learnt from Karen and Kay that they lead a Signing
Choir for deaf and those with partial hearing at the nearby Church of The
Good Shepherd. They rewrite songs of praise to simplify the words to
make it easier to fit in with signing and for those who can sing along or
mouth the words whilst signing. What an inspirational way of
befriending and enabling people with a long standing or more recent
hearing problem to access, join in and enjoy worship! Ultreya!
Paula James
London Cursillo #1
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MY 4TH DAY WORK IN PORT ELIZABETH, SOUTH AFRICA
I finished work in London on 31st December 2014 and flew back home
the same night, arriving on 1st January 2015.
Before I left the UK I had two things in my mind. I wanted to start a
street bible study once a week and to do voluntary work at Aids Haven,
which is a home for children who have lost their parents to HIV.
I arrived on 1st January 2015 and on 10th January I went through the
street where I live from house to house asking people, irrespective of
their denomination, if they were interested in joining my street bible
study. I invited those who were interested to my house at 6pm for a
short meeting to introduce the bible study. I was amazed to see that
people are thirsty for God’s word.
Ten people came to the meeting and others sent a message that they
will join us later. We discussed how we were going to proceed, the
venue, time and day. Fridays from 6pm was the chosen time.. The bible
study started on the 15th January 2015.
The group consists of members belonging to various denominations,
because I did not want to run the bible study for Anglican Church
members only. What a success it is and I want to start branches in some
other streets, because people are asking me to do it.
I thank God for making it a reality, and I thank him for exposing me to All
Souls’ Church in Harlesden, which in turn exposed me to Cursillo, where I
learnt about prayer, study and action. My bible study group is my action.
I am still carrying it out and now Port Elizabeth, South Africa is
benefitting from London Cursillo teachings. Thank you very much.
My second thought was that when I retired, I would do voluntary work
at the aids orphanage for children who had lost their parents to HIV.
Because South Africa is still a divided country in terms of residential
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areas, this orphanage is situated in the so called coloured area, which is
very rough in terms of crime. It would be risky for me to go and help
there.
Since I couldn’t go to the aids haven, I contacted a certain company
which is doing community work in black areas. I asked for the names of
children who are orphans and they gave me a long list of them, along
with the names of the schools they attend, their addresses, ages, school
uniform sizes and the shops where uniforms are bought. From the list I
took three children who have the same surname and their school details.
I went to their school and asked to see the principal, who told me that
the children are aged 9, 7 and 5years, two girls and a boy. These are
children of the same parents who both died from HIV. When they died,
the youngest was 2 years old. Their aunt is taking care of them in
addition to her own three children. She is not employed, but earns some
money selling vegetables at the street corner.
Before I left the UK, I discussed my intentions with a London Cursillista,
who with another Cursillista gave me hundred and twenty pounds to go
and help with whatever I found necessary.. While I was at the school I
asked the principal to call the three children for me as I wanted to see
them. They were called and I introduced myself and chatted with them,
promising to see them the following day. I went to change the hundred
and twenty pounds into South African currency which became r1000.
and went to the shop to buy them school shoes, tunics for the girls, a
shirt for the boy and school jerseys, (someone had given a pair of school
trousers to the boy).
I took these to the principal who called them and told them that people
from London had bought them school uniforms. I wish you had been
there to see their faces. The youngest one asked me a question that
made me to shed a tear. She said,
“Mama why are you buying us these things?”
At first I felt a lump in my throat and then after some few seconds I said,.
“ I’m buying these things because Jesus told me to”.
They smiled and said thank you.
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When our winter started in April, I took the family some blankets, some
new, others old, socks to put on when they sleep in the night and some
pots, plates, teaspoons and mugs to help their aunt.
At the beginning of June I told my London Cursillista friend what I did,
and was sent a further fifty pounds to help the family., When I changed it
into South African currency it made r800. and I added r100 to make it
r900.
I went to fetch the children in my car to take them to the city to buy
groceries. I wish you had seen their excitement. They told me they had
never been in a car before. I promised to come and fetch them for a visit
to my house next time. and they are looking forward to that day. At the
grocery shop I pushed the trolley and let them take the items they
wanted. To my surprise, children as they are, they picked up items such
as sugar, tea, coffee, milk, tooth paste, washing soap for clothes and
soap for the body and many other items that a grown up person would
choose. We used all r900 on their food. When we arrived at their home I
took photos of them and the shack they live in. Whenever I help in this
way, their aunt comes to express her gratitude and thank the Lord, who
guides us.
So – this is what I’m doing in South Africa. I thought you would like to
know.
All credit and glory to God who made all this to happen.
Ultreya.
Ellen Ngesi # 18
South Africa.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JULIA BEVIS-KNOWLES

Julia's Ordination to the Priesthood at Holy Trinity Northwood

Congratulations to Julia Bevis-Knowles (London#14) who was ordained
priest on 5th July at Holy Trinity Northwood by the Bishop of Willesden.
Julia was supported at the service by several Cursillistas and afterwards
was presented with a chasuble from London Cursillo to mark the
occasion.
Julia wore the chasuble the following Sunday when she celebrated her
first Eucharist at St Paul’s Church Ruislip Manor where she is serving as
curate. The Rev’d Jane Manley, vicar of St Paul’s, blessed the chasuble
during the service, and Julia expressed her gratitude for the ongoing
support of Cursillo in her Christian journey.
We wish Julia every blessing in her future ministry.

Lay Directors, old & new
enjoying
Julia’s Ordination
at Holy Trinity
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Our
heartiest
good
wishes
and
congratulations are extended to The Revd
Alison Christian, Warden of Launde Abbey ,
and Hon, Priest in Charge of Loddington, to
be also Hon . Canon of Leicester Cathedral.
Alison has been a great supporter of
Cursillo in the Diocese of London and has
been one of our Spiritual Advisers on our
week ends - we send her our love and best
wishes.

Our heartiest congratulations are
extended to Rachel Treweek on
her appointment to Gloucester - much
loved and respected in the Willesden
Area where she was Archdeacon - and
an ardent supporter of Cursillo in
London - may many blessings be
showered upon her ministry

The present Archdeacon of Hampstead, The
Venerable Luke Miller, has agreed to serve
as Archdeacon to the Two Cities [which
includes the Archdeaconry of London] with
effect from 1st January 2016 .We are very
grateful for the support given to Cursillo in
London by the former Archdeacon of
London, David Meara - and wish him well in
his retirement . We look forward to seeing
Archdeacon Luke at our AGM in January
2016 .
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BISHOP RACHEL
WONDERFUL, AMAZING, EXCITING, EMOTIONAL! If I continued with all
the adjectives needed to describe the atmosphere in Canterbury
Cathedral on July 22nd, there would be no room for any other words.
I’m describing of course the ordination and consecration of Rachel
Treweek as Bishop of Gloucester and Sarah Mullally as Bishop of
Crediton, a day full of joy for these two new bishops and for us in
London, the special pride of seeing Rachel consecrated as the first female
diocesan bishop.
The excitement outside was
palpable as we waited to enter
the cathedral and as we saw
and embraced so many
friends. As Bishop Libby
walked past us on her way into
the
cathedral
she
was
applauded by those queuing
and as we went in the excitement grew. The cathedral website has
photos of the service and also a copy of the service for you to read. At
the point when Archbishop Justin asked, ‘Is it now your will that they
should be ordained?’ the reply ‘It is’, almost raised the cathedral roof.
Because there were screens on all the pillars we were able to see into the
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quire and to see that when it
came to the declarations that
Rachel and Sarah had to
make,
could
see
the
Archbishop give them an
encouraging smile and mouth
‘OK?’
Supporters of ALMA were delighted to see that Rachel has chosen for her
pectoral cross the one given to her on ALMA Sunday and made from
bullet casings from Mozambique, a reminder of ‘swords into
ploughshares’ following the peace and reconciliation after the war, and
reminding Rachel of her links with Africa and especially with
Mozambique.
As the service ended and the processions moved down to the great west
doors, the cheering and clapping drowned the playing of the organ. As
Rachel herself said afterwards, ‘The Mexican wave of love and clapping
and the celebration and prayer was just fantastic, amazing.’
One of our previous Area
Deans said afterwards,
‘Today we have been a
part of history,’ and
indeed we had.
Our love and prayers
follow Rachel as she leaves
for Gloucester and takes
up her official position
following her enthronement in September.
Go well Rachel.
A London Cursillista
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Blackburn Cursillistas feel privileged to be hosting this special day and look forward to
giving you all a warm Lancashire welcome
*
Full details of the day are in the Ultreya GB section of the BACC website
to enable you to plan your day/weekend
The Cathedral will be open from 8am for registration and breakfast
(no booking required)

10 am – 12.30pm ULTREYA
12.30 pm – 2 pm LUNCH
(Lunches in the Cathedral Café should be pre booked and prepaid
– see Registration Form)

2.30pm – EUCHARIST
Celebrant – The Right Reverend Julian Henderson, Bishop of Blackburn
Preacher – The Right Reverend Geoff Pearson, Bishop of Lancaster
4 pm The Cathedral Café can be booked and prepaid for a meal prior to your homeward
journey – see Registration Form
*
PLEASE REGISTER BY SATURDAY 1 AUGUST 2015 SO THAT THE CATHEDRAL AND
CAFÉ CAN BE ADVISED OF NUMBERS AND THE PRINTING OF DELEGATES’
BOOKLETS CAN BE ARRANGED.
Thank you – look forward to seeing you there
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Hello, I’m the new Rep for Blackburn Diocese following in Beryl Rennie’s footsteps. Over the
years Beryl has done a great job keeping us informed of BACC’s deliberations so I’ve long
been interested the work of the council. Thank you Beryl for all you’ve done. I’ll do my best
to continue the tradition you’ve established.
As I write I’m working out how I shall get to Edinburgh for my first BACC meeting. On the
previous day when I ought to be travelling north in readiness, I’ll be in a friend’s car en route
back from Iona, as a few of us from church, [St Nicholas, Wrea Green,] will have spent time
there together. At some point I’ll have to leave them and head east. Aren’t google, rail cards
and Travelodge great when you need them!
In Blackburn we’re all getting excited about Ultreya GB. I hope lots of you are coming
‘The National’ is always a highlight of my year; I’ve wonderful memories of inspirational
services; forged friendships made and renewed; and lovely Cursillo welcomes in Coventry,
Ripon, Durham, St Asaph, Canterbury and many other places. Spending time with
Cursillistas from across the country is always special isn’t it! If you’re a new Cursillista or
haven’t yet been to a National Ultreya, make the effort this year, or you’ll miss out!
I remember each venue having its own particular flavour; and whilst travelling also enjoyed
seeing that the surrounding countryside, wherever it is, wonderfully shouting of God’s
gloriously varied creation. The hills and moors around Blackburn are likely to surprise you
and of course it’s not far to see dramatic Bowland or the lovely Lake District, so maybe you’ll
stay a bit longer and explore.
Blackburn Cathedral is in the centre of the town - as you can see if you click the link to the
map which identifies parking places and the near-by railway station. One multi story car park
beside the Cathedral is above a shopping centre and a market - the latter’s worth a visit if
such appeals to you.
Blackburn Cathedral was formerly the parish church of St Mary the Virgin, becoming a
cathedral in 1926, when the Diocese of Blackburn was created. However architectural
evidence showed the foundation probably dates back to the year 596, so this is one of the
country’s oldest churches and youngest cathedrals. Clear glass windows give the building a
light airy feel but the colours streaming down from the lantern above the altar are stunning –
so let’s hope the sun shines when you come! The crown of thorns suspended above the altar
is impressive too.
When you come, don’t forget to also look down at the floor and see all the fossils. (I reckon
it’s great when seated in winter, to slip off shoes to feel the underfloor heating) Around the
walls inside ‘The Journey’ is displayed, a series of paintings by a local artist to form Stations of
the Cross.,’ and on an outside wall can be seen the “Healing of the Nations.” This is a large,
circular, steel and copper sculpture containing thousands of interwoven fibre optics. At
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night they create an ever changing pattern of light. However my favourite of all the
Cathedral’s works of art is undoubtedly, Josephina da Vasconcellos’ sculpture of Mary Bathing
baby Jesus. It was commissioned by the MU and is a lovely spot in which to pause for thought.
I hope you’ll come and see it all
The Ultreya GB link from this website tells you all you need to know about the programme
and includes accommodation options. Take note that Blackburn Cursillistas are offering ‘to
put’ folk up too – so use the link to ask. I’ve enjoyed staying with Cursillistas in the past, I’d
love to reciprocate and if you want to stay longer, I’ll show you further afield.
However you travel, wherever you stay, I look forward to seeing friends from the past and
making new ones.
Click on the Ultreya GB tab to see the programme at
www.blackburncursillo.org
And DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER NOW.
We’re waiting to welcome you!!
Sandy Harris (Mrs)
(Blackburn Diocese Rep)
www.anglicancursillo.co.uk/ultreyagb2015

For further details & registration go to: www.blackburncursillo.org

ULTREYA GB 2016 IN YORK
Saturday 3rd September 2016
York Cursillo has been given the huge honour of hosting
the National Ultreya in York next year.
The Celebration Eucharist will be held in the
Minster Quire at 11.30am,
preceded by a banner parade from Museum Gardens.
The afternoon Ultreya will be in York University Central Hall.
The Quire holds a maximum of 500 – so it’ll be a packed event.
We will travel into the city and back again on a fleet of buses!
More details will be available at a later date
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LONDON CURSILLO LEADERSHIP TEAM
The Secretariat is a committed leadership team from around the Diocese,
serving Cursillo in the Diocese. Membership is as follows:
Lay Director

Jane Coan ............................................... 020 8868 0435
laydirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

Spiritual Director

The Rev’d Gareth Bevan ...................... 020 8908 3719
spiritualdirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

Secretary

Anna Dias ............................................... 020 8423 5159
secretary@londoncursillo.org.uk

Treasurer

Burnett Brown....................................... 020 8985 1750
treasurer@londoncursillo.org.uk

BACC Representative

David Hudson ....................................... 01895 632962
bacc@londoncursillo.org.uk

Pre-Cursillo and
Publicity Representative

Pat Stevens............................................. 020 8954 6525
precursillo@londoncursillo.org.uk
publicity@londoncursillo.org.uk

Weekend Representative

Helen Pye-Beraet ................................. 01895 678695
weekend@londoncursillo.org.uk

4th Day Representative

Carl Berry ............................................... 020 8204 3451
4thdayrep@londoncursillo.org.uk

CURSILLO® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Registered Charity No 1082984.
Affiliated to the British Anglican Cursillo Council

Why not take a fresh
look at the

www.londoncursillo.org.uk
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