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Cursillo is a movement of the Church
providing a method
by which Christians are empowered to grow
through prayer, study and action
and enabled to share God’s love with everyone

www.londoncursillo.org.uk
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prayer
PRAYER: Nourishing and strengthening our union with Christ
and drawing us to lives of holiness

In your mercy and of your kindness – please pray for:
Jane Coan, Lay Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of London
Father Gareth Bevan, our Spiritual Director
Members of the Secretariat
Please pray for our London 2015 Cursillo Weekend, #29,
from 29th October to 1st November, for potential pilgrims
and the chosen staff team
N.B. Please start to think about and pray for potential
pilgrims now and encourage them to join in Group
Reunions and Ultreyas, so they will begin to understand the
importance of the 4th Day as a follow-on from the weekend
The Day of Apostolic Action at St Lawrence Church, Eastcote on
June 13th 2015
The 2015 Ultreyas in the Diocese of London and the National
Ultreya at Blackburn on 5th September 2015
Julia Bevis Knowles, to be priested at St Paul’s South Ruislip on
5th July
London Cursillistas Mark Arnold and Stuart Melchor, as they train
for the Priesthood.
Clergy in the Diocese of London
London Cursillistas, who are sick
All suffering people, wherever they may be.
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Please hold in your prayers all the staff and pilgrims on the forthcoming
Anglican Cursillo Weekends in 2015:
Norwich: #7
from 27th to 30th January

Ely: #30
from 8th to 11th October

Leicester: #40
from 19th to 22nd February

Chester: #51
from 22nd to 25th October

Ely: #29
from 19th to 23rd March

London: #29
from 29th October to 1st November

Blackburn: #61
from 9th to 12th April

Blackburn: #62
from 29th October to 1st November

Carlisle: #35
from 9th to 12th April

Leicester: #41
12th to 15th November

Chester: #50
from 21st to 24th May
Chichester: #26
from 28th to 31st May
St Albans: #6
from 16th to 19th July
Southwark: #41
from 16th to 19th July
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study
STUDY: Deepening our understanding of God’s ways and our Christian
calling and helping to form our minds after the mind of Christ.

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR
My Dear Cursillistas - the Lord be with you!
This last year I have been assisting in a Parish in
Acton during their interregnum and I have seen
first hand the good work they do with the
homeless and displaced people in the area. It
has brought home to me the way in which the
local church responds to the needs of its
locality.
Mother Teresa once said the worst disease in
the world today is the feeling of being
unwanted and the greatest evil is the lack of
love. She said that what the poor need even
more than food, clothes and shelter is to be
wanted. And I was instantly reminded of the
Fr. Gareth
words in Matthew’s Gospel:
“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me and
was in prison and you visited me”.
The disciples asked, “When did we do this?”
Our Lord replied, “ Truly I tell you when you did it to the least of these,
you did it to me”.
What ever we do, wherever we are, and whatever our circumstance,
Christ is there, at the centre – in the centre of that picture we may wish
to paint of ourselves. Christ is the centre of our lives, in whom we trust
always.
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For many people Christmas time is about tinsel and bright lights and that
warm glow. For others it will be a time of emptiness. But, my dear
friends, for us it must be about shedding that light to others – it’s a start
of a journey that leads to the cross. As the light of Christ shines into the
darkness, let us tell the world of the amazing news of Christ’s birth and
also, like Mary, ponder the news in our own hearts and reflect on what it
means to us. Mary, the first disciple, – full of compassion – held the
Christ Child in her arms, and those same arms held the wounded body of
Christ after his death on the cross.
And as we move into 2015, Capital
Vision 2020 calls us to be,
‘Compassionate,
Creative
and
Confident’. To be confident in speaking
the Gospel of Christ, compassionate in
serving communities with the love of
God and creative in reaching new
people and places with the Good News in the power of the spirit. We are
called to be confident, creative and compassionate Christians.
Teresa of Avila said :
“Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
No hands but yours,
No feet but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which Christ's compassion looks out to the
world;
Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good;
Yours are the hands with which he is to bless men now.”
You know, God has a wish for us to truly reach out to fulfil our potential
– and this applies to all of us whoever and wherever we are and in
whatever circumstance we find ourselves.
One of the recent quotes from someone who knew Nelson Mandela, said
that you always felt that, "He [Nelson] always saw you as the person you
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would like to be". In the same way, Christ sees us as the person – the
good, the compassionate person we would like to be.
My friends, if not us then who? If not now, then when?
Mary said: “My soul doth magnify the Lord”. What is your song? As
Cursillistas what is our song of compassion, creativity and confidence?
In 2015 – may we seek to serve others – and may the Cursillo movement
seek to equip others to serve our Lord and bloom in the place where they
are planted, so that through study, prayer and action we may become
confident, compassionate and creative witnesses to the Gospel.

Fr. Gareth
Prayer:
God the Father, who once spoke through the prophets of old, you now
speak to us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Open our ears to
hear your word and our hearts to provide a home for it. Amen.

Date for your diary
There will be an Ultreya for London Cursillo on
April 25th 2015
at the church of
St James the Great,
Lower Clapton Road, London E5 8EG.
Details to follow.
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CURSILLO POWERPOINT PRESENTATION
Do you know of any group of people
who would like to find out more
about CURSILLO?
A CHURCH? PCC? DEANERY?
MINISTRY TEAM? CONGREGATION?
Why not contact Jane Coan (T: 020 8868 0435)
Email: laydirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

CURSILLO LEADERS’ WORKSHOPS
The next workshops will run from
17 - 19 April 2015
at Shallowford House, Stone, Nr. Stafford
24 - 26 July 2015
at Shepherds Dene, Riding Mill, Northumberland
23 - 25th October 2015
at Wistaston Hall, Crewe, Cheshire
Cursillo Leaders’ Workshops are for ordained and lay people
who want to know more about Cursillo.
They include talks and opportunities for discussion,
as well as sharing in worship and fellowship.
For all Cursillo Leaders Workshop enquiries:Mrs Jan Watts, CLW Administrator
245 Filey Road, Scarborough, North Yorkshire YO11 3AE
E.MAIL: admin@anglicancursillo.co.uk
Mr Paul Thacker, CLW Convenor
Chapel Cottage, Chedburgh Road, Chevington, Bury St
Edmunds,Suffolk, IP29 5QU
E.MAIL: clw@anglicancursillo.co.uk
Should you need application forms just e mail her at the above address.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Imagine Church
This book is for those who want life together in church
to equip disciples who live out their faith in the realities
of their day-to-day world.
Our time in church needs to equip us to be salt and
light in our time out there. Drawn from the hard-won
lessons of the Imagine project, this book offers help
and hope from churches which have begun to do just that:

Lessons from three years’ work with pilot churches

Practical ideas for your church

Real-life stories of churches and individuals
It doesn’t offer quick fixes. There aren’t any. Instead, it offers new hope
and little changes which change everything.
-oOo-

Fruitfulness on the Frontline – The Book
Daily life may never be quite the same.
In this horizon-expanding, spirit-lifting, heart-warming
book Mark Greene serves up a liberating view of how God
can and does work in and through us in our daily lives.
Whether you're a student or retired, at the gym or at
work, at the school gate or in the supermarket, here is a
fresh and original framework for fruitfulness which will
open up a host of possibilities to make a difference for Christ
among the people you naturally meet in the places you find yourself day
by day.
Brimming with real-life stories, the combination of fresh Biblical insight,
humour and practical steps will not only spark your imagination; it will
enrich your sense of wonder at the greatness and grace of the God who
not only gave his life for us, but invites us to join him in his glorious,
transforming work.
And who helps us as we do.
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action
ACTION: Working towards transforming the world for Christ,
‘living and working to God’s praise and glory’.

FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR
I’m writing this at home, just a few days before
Christmas. My eyes are drawn to the Nativity
scene in the fireplace, reminding me of the First
Christmas, while the Christmas tree with its
twinkling lights and the array of cards with their
cheery messages add to the joy of this festive
season. By the time you read this, however, the
New Year will be well underway. The tree will
have been stripped of its adornments and
taken away as garden waste and the turkey just
a distant memory. The Nativity figures will have
been put back in their box, out of sight
although never out of mind.

Jane Coan

The New Year is traditionally a time to look back at the year that has
passed, and to look forward to new opportunities for the coming year.
Since my last report in the summer we have held another highly
successful Weekend with 11 amazing pilgrims. Training began in August
with Frances Westcott (Lay Rector) and Heather Chamberlain (Observing
Lay Rector) and these sessions were invaluable in preparing for the two
training days as well as for the Weekend. We welcomed some
‘newcomers’ onto the staff team and they fitted in immediately with the
more experienced members to make a very well balanced and happy
team. We also had wonderful support from members of the Servant
Community who worked tirelessly behind the scenes both before and
during the Weekend. It was a pleasure to welcome Bishop Pete at our
Closing Service and I’d like to thank him for his words of support and
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encouragement.
Details of the Weekend can be found in Frances’s report on page 13 and
from the Pilgrim’s reflections on page 15.
At the end of August a strong contingent from London descended on
Canterbury for the 2014 Ultreya GB. The banner procession to the
Cathedral was somewhat challenging due to the high winds but we
managed to arrive without causing injury to any of the bemused passersby. Canterbury Cursillistas did a wonderful job as hosts and it was an
uplifting and Spirit-filled day.
In September the Secretariat met, followed by a lunch to which members
of the Servant Community were invited. This was an opportunity to thank
them for all their hard work and support and time to chat informally
about the future of Cursillo in London. We are looking to expand the
Servant Community further, so please approach one of the Secretariat
members if you feel you can help in any way.
Looking ahead to 2015, we already have a lot in store. Due to financial
constraints we can only run one Weekend so we continue to prune our
spending and look for ways to increase our funds.
We aim to reach out to different areas of London this year and so we will
be conducting more presentations to churches and other interested
bodies. Fr Gareth has been invited to speak to the Company of Servers
following their AGM in January and several churches have expressed an
interest in having a presentation during their sermon slot on a Sunday
morning. These have proved fruitful in the past and are a good
opportunity to explain to both clergy and congregations the benefits of
Cursillo.
As well as the Diocesan Ultreya in January following our AGM, we have
another planned for April, this time at St James Clapton.
On 13th June we will be holding a Day of Apostolic Action at St Lawrence
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Church Eastcote. I’m delighted to say that Neil Hudson
from the London Institute for Contemporary
Christianity has agreed to come and help lead
this. Neil has been working with the Diocese
of London as part of the Capital Vision 2020
initiative
to
commission
100,000
Ambassadors for Christ, and is a very engaging
speaker. Apostolic Action is not always an easy
subject to talk about in Group Reunion as we
often think we have not done anything that is worth
mentioning. This will be a day to hear how others are making a difference
in their communities and how we too can be fruitful disciples in our
everyday lives, wherever God has placed us. Please make a note of the
date in your diaries and invite other people from your churches.
I’d like to thank the Secretariat for all their hard work this year and for
being such a great bunch of people to work with. Particular thanks go to
our Secretary, Deirdre Davis, who will be stepping down at our AGM
having served her term of office. Dee has been a great support to me
personally whilst I’ve been trying to get to grips with my new role and
has been a tower of strength to the whole team. Thank you Dee for your
commitment to Cursillo and for all you have done over the past 3 years
as Secretary. Dee assures me that she will continue to be an active
member of the Servant Community. At the time of writing this we
haven’t found a replacement for her, so if you feel that this is a role that
you could fill or if you would like more information please have a word
with me.
All that remains is for me to wish you all a very happy and successful New
Year and to thank you all for your continued help and prayers.
With every blessing,
Jane
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WEEKEND #28 - LAY RECTOR’S REPORT
What a wonderful, uplifting experience! London
Cursillo #28 couldn’t have been better. I was nervous
about taking on the role of Lay Rector because it is
such a huge responsibility and I didn’t want to let
down the pilgrims or the staff. I had, however, so
much help from Jane Coan, both when I was
Observing Lay Rector and in the weeks leading up to
Weekend #28, that many of my fears were dispersed.
I also knew that I was held in prayer by many people,
which was such an enormous help.

Frances Westcott

Fifteen members of the staff team, including me, the Lay Rector, arrived
at St. Katherine’s on the morning of Thursday October 30th, 2014 in high
spirits. After our staff meetings and other preparations, we gathered in
the entrance hall to greet our pilgrims. They all duly arrived and were
welcomed – I was particularly pleased to greet a pilgrim from my own
church. Then, due to an administrative misunderstanding, an additional
pilgrim turned up. After a few moments of shock, she was welcomed and
luckily a room was available for her. Everyone co-operated in the task of
providing extra materials, both staff and Cursillistas at home. It was all a
wonderful example of Christian love in action. The pilgrim in question
was very appreciative of all that was done for her. She gained so much
from the weekend, that it was clearly God’s plan for her to be with us.
We were blessed with good weather for most of the weekend. Although
it was the end of October, the temperatures were mild and the sun
shone. We only had rain on Sunday and that didn’t dampen our spirits,
which were high throughout the weekend. From start to finish there was
a wonderful atmosphere of joy and happiness. The Holy Spirit was
definitely with us the whole time. I could not have had a better team or a
better group of pilgrims.
For me, music is an important part of worship. I am with St. Augustine
when he said, ‘To sing is to pray twice’. The pilgrims and staff sang with
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gusto – we had some people there, both staff and pilgrims, with lovely
voices - and we had some wonderfully rousing hymns in the ‘singing slot’
on Saturday, culminating in some spontaneous dancing. Ian, who was
staffing for the first time, led the music excellently.
The talks, formerly known as ‘Rollos’, were of an exceptionally high
standard and many speakers were afterwards approached by the
pilgrims, who said how helpful the talks had been and how much they
had gained from them.
There were many highs during the weekend: the talks, the singing, the
meditations, the Eucharists, the visitations, the varied activities, the fun,
the table fellowship. The food at St. Katherine’s, too, is always delicious.
I want to thank all the staff for being such a wonderful group. I think we
were a happy ship! And a big thank you to the 11 pilgrims, who were
marvellous. We all carried away with us a spiritual high from London #28
which, for me, has lasted.
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THE PILGRIMS OF CURSILLO WEEKEND #28
Reflections of Pilgrims at London Cursillo Weekend 28,
which ran from 30th October to 2nd November 2014
at the Royal Foundation of St Katharine

Pilgrims - Left to Right Top row - Emma Kimsey, Richelle John, Gary Brown
Bottom row - Mary Lendor, Sara Pask, Jackie Peters, Annette Hercules, Connie Sapong,
Loreen Francois, Rosemary Ryder, Rosemarie Teape

“I didn’t know what to expect and
found the experience humbling. I
found the best thing was to let go,
let God in and embrace Him."
Gary Brown

“I felt very supported and uplifted
by everyone during the weekend.
I was completely overwhelmed by
all the good wishes and prayers.
Sara Pask

“Oh my goodness, what shall I say! It was just ahhhhh....... – a feeling of
being totally loved by people, some of whom I don’t even know, from all
over the world. The weekend was an emotional journey for me,
spiritually uplifting and in a nutshell, overwhelming. It was a privilege to
attend.” Jackie Peters
“For me the weekend was a love experience – genuine love from
everyone. I hope I shall have the opportunity to return to give back all
that I received. The weekend was an amazing journey – a real blessing.”
Annette Hercules
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“It is now a full 2 months since Cursillo #28 which, for me, was
absolutely wonderful and just what I needed. To be surrounded by
unconditional love and accepted for who and what I am - warts and all was overwhelming and humbling in equal measures. And it hasn't
stopped there; something mega shifted for me that weekend and neither
I nor life will ever be quite the same again. Much to my surprise I find I
am craving space and silence around me which would, until a very short
time ago, have represented a huge personal threat. Maybe that is why I
seem to have spent so much of my life emulating the
proverbial headless chicken!
Reading this you might well be feeling that I will come back down to
earth again very soon now! Well, I'm not so daft as to think that
challenges won't come my way and probably thick and fast - they are
already so doing - but now I know for sure I am no longer alone.
I went on this weekend with an open mind plus, I will freely admit, some
apprehension but without a "shopping list". All I can say is that if I had
had such a list, then everything on it would have been ticked and ten
times over!! The staff members, ordained and lay, dovetailed perfectly
with each other to create an impressive team.
The only way I can liken all that happened is to when one is in the Alps
and the cloud stays resolutely down. People all around assure you that
the mountains are there - and that they are truly magnificent in their
splendour. OK; you don't actually disbelieve them, but all you can do is
take it on trust and hope that all these people aren't deluded, even if
your intellect tells you that such a united and consistent response must
be based on something. And then, one day, the clouds lift . . . . . . and
from that time onwards you will always know what you have seen and
what you have experienced - and nothing or no one can take that
knowledge away from you . . . . and you gladly play your part in assuring
others that the mountains really are there and that one day, by the grace
of God, the clouds will lift for them, too!” Rosemary Ryder
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CAN YOU HELP?
Are you able to give
a regular donation
to further the work of
Cursillo in the Diocese of London
- however small or large?
If so, please consider
giving a fixed amount every month,
direct from your bank,
through a Standing Order.
Do you pay tax?
If so, compete a
Gift Aid Form too
so that we can claim a
further 20 percent from the Government
MANY THANKS ~ ULTREYA!
A

Standing Order
To the Manager ____________________________ Bank plc
Branch Address: ___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
Branch Sort Code: ______-______-______
Account Number: ___________________________________
Please pay to:
Cursillo in the Diocese of London (Account No: 21262718 )
HSBC Bank plc ( Sort Code: 40—05—27)
The sum of £ ______ on the ______ day of _________ 20 ______
And thereafter on the same day of each month until further notice.

Signature _____________________ Date: ______________
When completed, send this form to your bank,
and to the Honorary Treasurer
Mr Burnett Brown
134 Rushmore Road, Clapton, London E5 0EY
Telephone: 020 8985 1750 / 07740 095 779

B

Gift Aid Declaration
Title __________________ Surname: ____________________
Christian Names ______________________________________
Address:

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
_____________________ Postcode: _____________

Email :

___________________________________________

I am a UK tax payer.
I declare that all donations I have made since 6 April 2000 and all
donations I make hereafter are to be treated as Gift Aid Donations.
I pay income/capital gains tax at least equal to the amount of tax
to be reclaimed.
Signature: ______________________ Date: ________________
Please notify us of you no longer pay an amount of income tax or
capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations.
Please also notify us if you change your name or address whilst the
declaration is in force.
When completed, send this form to:
Jennifer Neve,
1 Woodland Heights, 95 Ducks Hill Road,
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 2SQ
Telephone: 01923 824 364 / 07989 378840
C

D

“How can I put my thoughts into words? I went with an open mind and
found the weekend fantastic, really uplifting. St Katherine’s was like a
country oasis in the middle of busy London. The staff members were so
helpful and humble, they felt just like my extended family. During the
annointing, I was filled with the Holy Spirit. The most important thing for
me, however, was that God called me to be there and I obeyed his call. I
am praying for Cursillo as it continues its work.” Rosemarie Teape
“The weekend was very exciting. I
just can’t forget about it.”
Connie Sapong

“I will describe the weekend in
three words. Spiritually life
changing.” Mary Lendor

“I enjoyed the whole inspirational weekend.” Richelle John

“As I have taken time to reflect on my Cursillo weekend, my main feeling
is of being oerwhelmed by the wonderful, unconditional love that I
experienced. Maybe it is the Holy Spirit, maybe it is knowing that others
care so much about me.
I am not quite sure what my next steps in life are; what I do know is that
I am not alone and that I am going to take the time to make the right
decisions. Already though, I hope that I am thinking about others in a
different way, trying to understand them, certainly not rushing
in and judging them.
Before coming on the Cursillo weekend, I would have had told you I had
a strong faith, have been attending Church all my life, been actively
involved throughout the years, but would also have said that I was still
waiting for a deep rooted encounter with Christ –
this weekend provided that.
In John’s talk on study, the mention of Matthew 5: 14 ‘YOU are the light
of the world’ struck a cord with me and this will be my starting point as I
move forward in my journey of faith.
I am praying that others I know will also be able to benefit from a Cursillo
weekend in the future.” Emma Kimsey
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PORTRAIT OF BRANDY PEARSON – CURSILLO SPIRITUAL
ADVISER
Brandy hails from Southampton but has lived in
various parts of London for most of her life.
She trained as a graphic designer, and worked
in libraries and the book trade, while also taking
on freelance graphics projects. She trained as a
spiritual director and then as a Reader, but God
kept on at her and she became a priest ten
years ago.
As an S.S.M. (Self Sustaining Minister) minister,
she served as curate at St Thomas’ Finsbury
Park and was the administrative officer of the
Chaplaincy at Wandsworth Prison.

Brandy Pearson

Following this experience, Brandy was appointed Associate Vicar at All
Saints’ Acton Green, where she now serves as the Remaining Vicar after
the retirement of the incumbent last year.
A Cursillista who came to Brandy for spiritual direction introduced her to
the Cursillo Movement. She attended a clergy taster session and thought,
“This is just what our parish needs!”
She experienced Cursillo as a pilgrim on London Weekend #26, her
husband the Rev’d Robbie Pearson was a pilgrim at Weekend #27 and
Brandy brought along five pilgrims from All Saints Acton Green to
Weekend #28, where she acted as Spiritual Adviser. Everybody loved
Cursillo and all that it stands for and the All Saints Cursillistas have
formed themselves into an enthusiastic and lively Group Reunion.
Three cheers for Brandy and All Saints, Action Green!
example for us all.
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You are an

THE STORY OF LONDON CURSILLO
In a compelling conversation with Father
Michael Bolley, Vicar of Holy Trinity Church,
Southall, the story of Cursillo in the Diocese of
London emerges.
Beginnings
To understand its beginning we must go the
Episcopal Church in the U.S.A, from where a
Cursillo team came to the United Kingdom to
run two weekends, one at Llandudno, North
Wales, in the Diocese of Bangor and the other at
Prinknash Abbey, in the Diocese of Gloucester.
On their return to America, they left manuals for
the guidance of any U.K. groups that might be
set up.

Fr. Michael Bolley

As a result, a Cursillo group was established in the diocese of Bangor,
initially known as Cursillo Cymru, serving the whole of Wales. Another
group was set up in the Gloucester Diocese. Two American priests, one
working in Holyhead, the other in Gloucester were a great source of
strength to the developing Cursillo groups.
Links
When a Welsh Rector, Canon Hywyn Jones, his wife Valerie and son
Stephen, made their Cursillo, they were filled with enthusiasm and
subsequently invited Derek Eccleston, a milkman from Paddington,
Godfather to Stephen Jones, to attend ‘an amazing weekend’.
Consequently Derek, along with Father Ian Robson, Curate of All Souls’
Harlesden, travelled to a weekend in Llandudno to sample the joys on
offer. They returned, full of excitement to promote Cursillo to the folks
at All Souls’ Harlesden.
The Cursillo experience
In October 1982 six members of All Souls’ Harlesden set off for Cursillo
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Cymru #5, including Michael Bolley, his fiancėe Monica, Ethel Cuff, Olive
Powell and Dorothy Pledger, still active in Cursillo in the Diocese of
London today. Michael describes his experience:
“It was in 1982 that I first encountered Cursillo, when, as a lay person
worshipping at All Souls, Harlesden, I experienced a three-day Cursillo
weekend for myself. What stays with me more than 25 years later is the
deep sense I had of being enfolded in the love of God; having my eyes
opened to the amazing power of prayer; a powerful experience of being
part of a loving Christ-centred community—the church as it should be;
the beginning of a process of discerning God’s call to me—vocation in its
widest sense; and a burning desire to share with others the good news of
God’s love.”
Meanwhile, people from some other London parishes made their Cursillo
in Gloucester diocese, and eventually they made contact with one
another. In particular John Fleck, then worshipping at a church in
Paddington, formed a Group Reunion with Michael and Monica Bolley.
Cursillo in London – The first attempt
The Group Reunion began to dream of setting up a fully-fledged Cursillo
movement in London, running its own weekends.
At the same time, a group of Cursillistas in Southwark diocese, under the
leadership of the Vicar of St Faith’s Dulwich, Father (now Bishop) Lindsay
Urwin, were seeking to establish Cursillo in that diocese. The two groups
decided to work together, and set up a Steering Committee with the
hope of setting up Cursillo jointly between the two dioceses, but this
didn’t work out.
Southwark Cursillo was launched, with its first weekend in February 1988
at Wychcroft, the Southwark Diocesan Retreat House deep in the Surrey
countryside, gifted by Gloucester, with London as well as Southwark
Cursillistas on the Team. Michael Bolley was Lay Rector of Southwark #3
in October 1988, and the first Post-Cursillo Rep on the Southwark
Secretariat.
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So in London diocese we had Cursillo on our doorstep, but not as a
movement officially recognised by the hierarchy in our own diocese.
Cursillo in London – The second attempt
In 1990 Michael and Monica moved to Cuddesdon, where Michael
trained for the priesthood.
In June 1992 he was ordained deacon and became Curate at St John the
Baptist, Pinner. Before long he started getting people interested in
Cursillo. In particular, Ann Fuller, then Churchwarden, made her Cursillo
on a Southwark weekend.
Michael and Monica renewed their contacts with John Fleck and some
new London Cursillistas, and again thoughts began to emerge about
establishing Cursillo in London.
Alas, another obstacle arose. The decision to ordain women to the
priesthood split the Catholic wing of the Church of England, and several
people who had been keen to move things forward, were lost to the
Cursillo cause.
Cursillo in London – The third attempt
In September 1995 Michael moved to St Lawrence Eastcote as Associate
Vicar, and began to sow the seeds of Cursillo in the parish.
It seemed that the time was right to start work once again on getting
Cursillo off the ground with our own weekends in the London diocese.
A Steering Group was established and set about putting the essential
things in place, including holding regular Ultreyas, building up the
number of Cursillistas and getting them into Group Reunions. BACC was
approached and Canterbury became the Gifting diocese.
The then Bishop of Willesden, Bishop Graham Dow, gave the initiative his
blessing, and the permission of the Bishop of London to move ahead was
secured.
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A suitable venue was found and our first London weekend took place at
The Grail in Pinner in October 2000. We had finally made it!
Two more weekends followed at The Grail, before the weekends moved
to Campion House in Osterley, then to our current home at the Royal
Foundation of St Katharine at Limehouse.
Growth of Cursillo in the Diocese of London.
Cursillo has flourished in London since 2000 and continues to grow
apace, Strong groups emerged in All Souls’ Harlesden, St John’s Pinner
and St Lawrence’, Eastcote, followed by groups at St Martin’s Ruislip,
Holy Trinity Southall and St John the Evangelist in Stanmore. Many more
parishes are being represented. Names we know so well have served
three years in the onerous task of Lay Director: Ann Fuller, Chris Hoppett,
Monica Bolley, Jennifer Neve and now Jane Coan.
Reflections
It was a long and difficult road from initial desire to see Cursillo fully
established here in London diocese to the first weekend and the
consolidation of the movement.
Throughout the 18 years from 1982 to 2000, it was the Cursillo cry of
“Ultreya! Keep going! Persevere!” and the Cursillo method, especially
meeting together in Group Reunion to build Christian community and
encourage one another in our walk with Christ and in furthering our
common mission, that allowed us with God’s help to reach our goal.
In the words of a Cursillo prayer, "We give you thanks, Almighty God, for
all the benefits you have given us!"
(Quotations taken from www.londoncursillo.org.uk/michael-bolley.php)
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NEW YEAR - NEW TERM
It was wonderful to be with you all at the
Clausura Service for Weekend #28 with Bishop
Pete celebrating and preaching, seeing so
many friends and hearing the testimonies of
how the Pilgrims experienced the love of God
and the Holy Spirit and through worship,
learning, fellowship, the service of those
staffing and above all the prayers of so many
throughout the world.
Attending a Clausura naturally makes you
remember your first weekend as a pilgrim
(London #10) and later those you attended as a
Mark Arnold
member of the staff team. I know Cursillo has
been a formative influence in both Stuart Melchor's and my own journey
of faith and discernment in life, through developing our skills and
confidence to minister in our own parishes. But most of all the
importance and support of reunion groups over all this time has given
me great strength.
It seems hard to believe that Stuart and I have completed the first term
of our three year part-time ordination course at Saint Mellitus College, in
addition to full time jobs and all that life throws at you. We spend
Tuesday evenings at college near Earls Court, where our fellow ordinands
come from come from Rochester, Winchester and Peterborough
dioceses. We study alongside independent students undertaking Diploma
or BA courses and those intending to become locally licensed ministers
(LLMs). I feel we have learnt so much already, but most of all we are
learning from each other as we come from such diverse backgrounds and
traditions within the Anglican Church. We have had two residential
weekends at High Leigh and one residential Week in France covering
aspects of theology, liturgy, preaching, worship and nearly 2000 years of
Church History!
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St Mellitus College is a new theological college
established in 2007 for the Dioceses of London
and Chelmsford. It has campuses in Earl's
Court, Chelmsford and Liverpool, where it is
known as Mellitus North-West. It is a wholly
non-residential college, the first of its kind in
the UK, which has pioneered mixed-mode
training within the Church of England,
integrating academic theological study with
Merville, France
ministry placements throughout the course of
study. At present it has over 500 students
including 175 ordinands, making it the largest theological college in the
country.
As you may know Saint Mellitus was a companion of Saint Augustine of
Canterbury and first bishop of London.
Finally I would like to ask for continued prayers for Stuart and myself as
we are only too aware that we cannot proceed by our own strength.
I would like to leave you with the college prayer that contains so many
themes redolent of Cursillo.
Saint Mellitus College Collect

G

od of grace and wisdom,
who called your servant Mellitus
to leave his home and proclaim your Word:
grant to all who belong to the college that bears his name
diligence for study, fervour for mission,
and perseverance for ministry,
that they might shine with your love and truth
in these dioceses and beyond,
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

PAX
Mark Arnold
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Christian Happiness: A Call to Flourish
Professor Ellen Charry
Professor of Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary
In a world increasingly destabilised by religious extremism, what resources does the
Christian tradition contribute to the well-being of the societies in which it lives? In this
lecture, Prof. Ellen Charry explores how it values human dignity, reverses the common
understanding of power and strength, and espouses the love of enemies to offer its
own radical alternative to the currents of religious rectitude now undermining civil
society around the globe.

7pm | Monday 26 January 2015 | Admission Free

The Future of Christianity
The McDonald Lectures at St Mellitus College 2015
26 January
Prof. Ellen Charry
Christian Happiness: A Call to Flourish
23 March
David Bentley Hart
The Future of The West
18 May
Prof. Alister McGrath
Why Science Needs Faith and Faith Needs Science
15 June
Prof. Lamin Sanneh
The Future of African Christianity and its Relevance to the West
02 November
Prof. Jeremy Begbie
The Spirit and Christianity’s Upside-Down Future

Twitter | @stmellitus #smcmcd
For more information visit stmellitus.ac.uk/mcdonaldlectures
Admission Free | 7pm
St Mellitus College, Collingham Road, London SW5 0LX

This lecture series has been enabled through a generous
donation from the McDonald Agape Foundation,
in partnership with St Mellitus College
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NOT ALL IT’S CRACKED UP TO BE…
A WORD FROM THE RETIRED...
I was not sure that I wanted to retire, but I knew
that eventually I would have to. You cannot be
the oldest person in the office for too long
without feeling that the team would really like
someone younger and livelier even if they do not
mention it. So I worked two years over the first
available date, made a few very loose plans to do
more sewing and felt making and booked a short
course with a good tutor, gritted my teeth,
handed in my notice, and retired in November
2014. By the next day my arthritis, (which had
Rev Alison Tyler
been pretty bad on and off for much of 2014),
was so bad I could neither get dressed nor even out of bed without help
from my husband and/or daughters. I was right I did not want to retire if
it was going to carry on like this – happily now some weeks later the ever
heavy medication and multiple prayers have kicked in and even using the
PC has become possible again. So far though no one has paid me any
pension, which is another good reason for staying at work.
Initially though, I did not want to retire because I did not want to leave
the best job on the planet – being a Prison Chaplain. Nor did I want to
leave the most agreeable, interesting and collaborative colleagues I had
ever had in all my working life.
Going to work was always both a pleasure and a privilege.
Working with offenders and ex-offenders has always been my passion,
though when I began it was probably to annoy my mother that I went to
work in a night shelter for alcoholics, as she was a very ‘respectable’
person- and was worried that I might get into bad company. I have kept
‘bad company’ ever since, with increasing interest, because it is often not
until when people are at rock bottom that they start to think about
change, and the satisfaction of being a good companion for someone
26

doing a very difficult thing in terms of changing their life cannot be
beaten. If you really believe that the person can change, that their future
can be better and can convince them that you believe it, then amazing
things can happen in their lives. As a probation officer I specialised in
working with alcohol abusers, and then with sex offenders, and worked
both in the community and in prisons; as a Prison Chaplain you work with
anyone who asks you to.
Offenders, especially in prison are strangely honest and direct – they tell
you what their problems or issues are – you do not have to probe or skirt
around problems, whereas most of us will not admit to any kind of
difficulty until it has become really quite serious. They tend not to be
especially grateful for help, but respond very well to interest and
commitment, so the work does progress. I also always made a point of
telling my clients that I would always believe whatever they told me,
because to disguise the truth meant that whatever we did together
would not work unless we worked with reality, and I did not really have
time to try and catch them out. It really did seem to encourage people to
work with their reality and to genuinely seek to change.
Ordination and Prison Chaplaincy added a new dimension to the work, as
I could then actually tell the prisoners that I would pray for them,
whereas before it was not a part of the professional role. As a priest,
however, it is an integral part of the work, which unsurprisingly works
better when God’s blessing is asked for regularly as a part of the
everyday planning and working. When walking round the prison
prisoners would often ask me for a blessing, which they told me meant
that they felt safer knowing themselves to be under God’s protection.
The other great joy of Chaplaincy is the work of the wonderful volunteers
who come to work in prison with you. They are unpaid and really
dedicated and the prisoners are helped just by the thought of someone
volunteering to spend time with them.
I still have a part time role as Prison Chaplain because it is a way of
genuinely making a difference – just by being there we are saying to the
prisoners “this is not all that there is”, and to those outside prison that if
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you wish to find Christ and serve the brothers and sisters - look amongst
the outcast.

Alison

NEWS

THE COMMISSIONING OF PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Monique Fullah and Lorna Dodzo from St James' the Great church in
Clapton, with their vicar Rev'd Preb. Rosemia Brown. This was taken in
September, just after they were commissioned as Pastoral Assistants
(with others from different surrounding parishes) in a special service at St
John of Jerusalem in Hackney. The Bishop of Stepney officiated at the
service, which was very moving and inspirational. They have worked hard
for their Fourth Day.
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Will be hosted by Blackburn Diocese
On
Saturday 5th September 2015

The Blackburn Cursillo Community is eagerly
looking forward to giving a warm Lancashire
welcome to Cursillistas from across the nation
travelling in to Blackburn next September.
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The whole day’s programme will take place in the Cathedral
itself.
Registration from 8am in the Cathedral’s south transept with tea,
coffee and biscuits available in the north transept.
Cathedral café will also be open to serve breakfast from 8am. No
need to book or prepay.
Singing to gather with the Music Group
Morning session – 10.00 am – 12.30pm Ultreya Meeting
12.30pm
Lunch – as the Cathedral is situated in Blackburn town centre, there
are plenty of options for lunch. However the licensed Cathedral café
will be available subject to pre-booking and prepayment – see
Registration Form for further details.
2.30pm Eucharist.
Celebrant: The Right Reverend Julian Henderson, Bishop of Blackburn
Preacher: The Right Reverend Geoff Pearson, Bishop of Lancaster
4pm The Cathedral Café will serve a 2 course meal, subject to prebooking and prepayment. A Lancashire Hotpot will be on the menu to
send you on your homeward journey – see Registration Form for
further details. Café capacity for this meal is 120 – so first come, first
served!
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DIRECTIONS

–

please

visit

http://www.anglicancursillo.co.uk/

ultreyagb2015/ for a comprehensive Blackburn town centre map highlighting
routes in from M65 junctions and car parks. (Due to extensive
redevelopment of the Cathedral quarter, there will be no parking in the area
immediately around the Cathedral building itself)
ACCOMMODATION

- Accommodation in Blackburn town centre is

limited and unfortunately it is unlikely that the Premier Inn being constructed
as part of the Cathedral quarter development will be available in early
September.
Please visit the website link to see the list of available hotels.
In addition some Cursillistas in various locations across the diocese have
offered to open up their homes for overnight accommodation for Friday 4
September and/or Saturday 5 September. If you prefer this option, kindly
contact David Riding – email: driding@btinternet.com
Why not extend your weekend on the Friday and/or Sunday and explore the
Lake District, the Fylde coast or the Trough of Bowland? Blackpool
illuminations switch on is also scheduled for Friday 4 September.
STALLS - If you require space for a stall, kindly contact David Riding
(email: driding@btinternet.com) as soon as possible and by 30 June 2015 at
the very latest so that the limited table availability can be fully assessed.
REGISTRATION - Please complete the Registration Form which also
incorporates the Cathedral Café bookings.
It is essential to register for the day by the cut off date specified so that the
Cathedral can be advised of numbers and other essential administrative tasks
completed. To obtain a form, please email: driding@btinternet.com
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LONDON CURSILLO LEADERSHIP TEAM
The Secretariat is a committed leadership team from around the Diocese,
serving Cursillo in the Diocese. Membership is as follows:
Lay Director

Jane Coan .......................................... 020 8868 0435
laydirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

Spiritual Director

The Rev’d Gareth Bevan ................... 020 8908 3719
spiritualdirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

Secretary

Deirdre Davis ..................................... 020 8429 1291
secretary@londoncursillo.org.uk

Treasurer

Burnett Brown ................................... 020 8985 1750
treasurer@londoncursillo.org.uk

BACC Representative

David Hudson (Co-opted).................. 01895 632962
bacc@londoncursillo.org.uk

Pre-Cursillo and
Publicity Representative

Pat Stevens ........................................ 020 8954 6525
precursillo@londoncursillo.org.uk
publicity@londoncursillo.org.uk

Weekend Representative

Helen Pye-Beraet (Co-opted) ............ 01895 678695
weekend@londoncursillo.org.uk

4th Day Representative

Carl Berry (Co-opted) ........................ 020 8204 3451
4thdayrep@londoncursillo.org.uk

CURSILLO® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Registered Charity No 1082984.
Affiliated to the British Anglican Cursillo Council

Why not take a fresh
look at the
website today?

www.londoncursillo.org.uk
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