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Cursillo is a movement of the Church
providing a method
by which Christians are empowered to grow
through prayer, study and action
and enabled to share God’s love with everyone

www.londoncursillo.org.uk
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prayer
PRAYER: Nourishing and strengthening our union with Christ
and drawing us to lives of holiness

Please pray for London Cursillo weekends during 2014
#27 from 15th – 18th May
#28 from 30th October – 2nd November.
for potential pilgrims and for the chosen staff teams.
NB. Please start to think about and pray for
potential pilgrims now and encourage them to join in
Group Reunions and Ultreyas, so they will begin to understand the
importance of the 4th Day as a follow-on from the Weekend.
Please hold the next London Ultreya and AGM in your prayers to
be held at the Church of St John the Evangelist Stanmore on
Saturday 18th January 2014.
We seek your prayers for the upcoming elections at the AGM on
18th January 2014, for Cursillistas to come forward to join the
Secretariat.
Please support Jane Coan in your prayers as she
succeeds Jennifer Neve as Lay Director for London
Cursillo in January 2014 and give thanks for the work
that Jennifer has accomplished in the past three years
as Lay Director. We pray for Jennifer as she moves on
to the next stage of her service for God.
Please pray for Stuart Melchor as he covers a one year foundation
course in theology at St Mellitus College, which leads to three
year’s training for the ordained ministry.
Please remember in your prayers all those who are sick.
Please remember the family and friends of Alison Carey, who died
on 9th October 2013, following a long illness.
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R.I.P. Alison Elizabeth Carey
Alison was a Cursillista from London Weekend #21
and a member of the Church of St John the
Evangelist in Stanmore. Her funeral was held at St
John’s Church on 24th October 2013. Alison had
chosen joyful, stirring hymns for the service, with
good alto parts, remembering her many years as a
member of St John’s Choir. At the same time as the
funeral, the staff of Cursillo Weekend #26, who had
just assembled for the initial weekend staff meeting at St Katherine’s,
held a short memorial service for her.
The tributes to Alison, a former teacher, were inspiring.
“She was caring and so, so thoughtful. She connected with people of her
own age, the youngster, the youth and the older as she was good
company, never dwelling on her own problems, always concerned and
interested in others. Alison had real strength of character and gritty
determination. Her disability and illness she somehow rose above,
throwing herself into various church tasks and always first in the queue to
offer assistance. She was an inspiration. A dignified, intelligent, charming,
funny and ever so kind individual who will be greatly missed but has left
me (and I am sure many others), her legacy of how to survive in adversity,
to look outwards, not inwards, how you can in your attitude and
approach to life do justice to the real meaning of being a Christian.”
The choir concluded the beautiful service by singing John Rutter’s
arrangement of a Gaelic Blessing.
Deep peace of the running wave to you
Deep peace of the flowing air to you
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you
Deep peace of the shining stars to you
Deep peace of the gentle night to you
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you
Deep peace of Christ, the Light of the World to you.
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“Prayer is where the action is."

John Wesley

"The people who have done the most
for God in this world have been early
on their knees. They who fritter away
the early morning, its opportunity
and freshness, in other pursuits than
seeking God will make poor headway
seeking Him the rest of the day. If
God is not first in our thoughts and
efforts in the morning, He will be in
the last place the remainder of the day."

E.M. Bounds

“ If we want to see mighty
wonders of divine power
and grace wrought in the
place of weakness, failure
and disappointment, let
us answer God's standing
challenge, "Call unto me,
and I will answer thee,
and show thee great and
mighty things which thou
knowest not!'"
(J. Hudson Taylor)
"Prayer wonderfully clears the vision; steadies the nerves; defines duty;
stiffens the purpose; sweetens and strengthens the spirit."
S.D. Gordon
“Time spent alone with God is not wasted. It changes
us; it changes our surroundings; and every Christian
who would live the life that counts, and who would
have power for service must take time to pray.”
M.E. Andross
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BIBLE VERSES FOR THE NEW YEAR
New Birth
1 Peter 1:3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead. (NIV)
Hope for the Future
Jeremiah 29:11
"For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They are plans for
good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. (NLT)
A New Creation
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all things have become new. (NKJV)
Wait on the Lord
Psalm 37:7
Be still in the presence of the LORD, and wait patiently for him to act.
Don't worry about evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked
schemes. (NLT)
Isaiah 40:31
Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount
up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk
and not become weary. (NASB)
God's Timing is Perfect
Ecclesiastes 3:11
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in
the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. (NIV)
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Please hold in your prayers all the staff and pilgrims on the
upcoming Anglican Weekends across the dioceses:
Sheffield : #8
Lincoln : #30
Running from:
Running from:
23 January 2014 to 26 January 2014 02 May 2014 to 05 May 2014
Chichester : #25
Running from:
13 March 2014 to 16 March 2014

Chester : #48
Running from:
08 May 2014 to 11 May 2014

Ely : #27
Running from:
27 March 2014 to 30 March 2014

London : #27
Running from:
15 May 2014 to 18 May 2014

Durham : #21
Running from:
24 April 2014 to 27 April 2014

Chelmsford : #28
Running from:
22 May 2014 to 25 May 2014

Blackburn : #59
Running from:
24 April 2014 to 27 April 2014
Carlisle : #34
Running from:
01 May 2014 to 04 May 2014
Canterbury : #52
Running from:
01 May 2014 to 04 May 2014
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study
STUDY: Deepening our understanding of God’s ways or our Christian
calling and helping to form our minds after the mind of Christ.

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR
My Dear Cursillistas = the Lord be with you!
I am writing this article in the midst of the
many services and events in the run up to
the Festival of Christmas. We have been
making visits to families and individuals in
the Parish and taking the Crib of the Holy
Family with us. We have been recounting
the Christmas story and praying with people
and blessing their homes. This year we are
taking photographs of people with the Holy
Family and intend making a montage of
photographs in church, which will also
include one of the staff of our local pub! This
display should be colourful, to say the least,
with people smiling, laughing and some just
gazing at the scene – all very different. But the one thing that remains
constant throughout all the photographs is centrepiece of the Christ
Child – ‘’ the word was made flesh and dwelt among us - and holy is his
name ‘’
What ever we do, wherever we are, and what ever our circumstance,
Christ is there, at the centre – in the centre of that picture we may wish
to paint of ourselves – Christ is the centre of our lives, in whom we trust
always.
For many people Christmas time will be about tinsel and bright lights and
that warm glow. For others it will be a time of emptiness
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But, my dear friends for us it must be about shedding that light to others
– it’s a start of a journey that leads to the cross. As the light of Christ
shines into the darkness, let us tell the world of the amazing news of
Christ’s birth and also like Mary ponder the news in our own hearts and
reflect on what it means to us. Mary the first disciple – full of compassion
– and as Mary held the Christ Child in her arms, so those same arms held
the wounded body of Christ after his death on the cross.
And as we move into 2014, Bishop Richard, in Capital Vision 2020, calls
us to be, Compassionate, Creative and Confident. To be Confident in
speaking the Gospel of Christ, Compassionate in serving communities
with the love of God, Creative in reaching new people and places with
the Good News in the power of the
spirit.
We are to create 100,000
ambassadors for Christ – increase
confirmations and increase by 50%
the number of vocation London
Diocese.
We are called to be confident, creative and compassionate Christians –
Teresa of Avila said:
Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
No hands but yours,
No feet but yours,
Yours are the eyes through which to look out
Christ's compassion to the world
Yours are the feet with which he is to go about
doing well;
Yours are the hands with which he is to bless men now.
You know, God has a wish for us to truly reach out to fulfil our potential
– and this applies to all of us whoever and wherever we are and in
whatever circumstance we find ourselves.
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St Irenaeus said : the Glory of God is a man fully alive and in being
compassionate, confident and creative – and as Cursillistas that is what
we should aim to be.
One of the recent quotes from someone who knew Nelson Mandela said
that you always felt that "He [Nelson] was always seeing you as the
person you would like to be."
And in a way that is the same in that Christ sees us as the person – that
good that compassionate person we would like to be.
My friends if not us then who – if not now then when?
Mary said: My soul doth magnify the Lord - What is your song? – As
Cursillistas what is our song of compassion, creativity and confidence?
And so in 2014, I present a challenge to all of us – to bring one new
person to Cursillo – to enrich the movement still further – to equip
others to serve our Lord and bloom in the place where they are planted =
through Study, Prayer and Action may we become confident,
compassionate and creative witnesses to the Gospel = Ultreya!!!

Fr. Gareth

Prayer
God the Father, who once spoke through the prophets of old, you
now speak to us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, open our ears
to hear your word and our hearts to provide a home for it, through
Christ our Lord Amen
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CURSILLO POWERPOINT PRESENTATION
Do you know of any group of people
who would like to find out more
about CURSILLO?
A CHURCH? PCC? DEANERY?
MINISTRY TEAM? CONGREGATION?
Why not contact Sue Cobb (T: 020 8582 2734)
Email: suecobb2003@yahoo.co.uk
Or Jennifer Neve or Gareth
to discuss how we could help?

CURSILLO LEADERS’ WORKSHOPS
The next workshop will run from
14 - 16th March 2014
at Holland House, Cropthorne, Worcs
10 - 12th Oct 2014
at Wistaston Hall, Crewe, Cheshire
17 April 2015 - 19 April 2015
at Shallowford House, Stone, Nr. Stafford
Cursillo Leaders’ Workshops are for ordained and lay people
who want to know more about Cursillo.
They include talks and opportunities for discussion,
as well as sharing in worship and fellowship.
For more information regarding
Cursillo Leaders’ Workshops, please contact
MRS. JAN WATTS, CLW CONVENOR
e mail: clw@anglicancursillo.co.uk phone no: 01723 360410
Should you need application forms just e mail her at the above address.
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BOOK REVIEWS
“Wonderfully accessible and smooth as fine chocolate”
The New Testament for Everyone
A major new series of guides to the books of the New Testament
Tom Wright
Tom Wright has undertaken a tremendous task: to
provide guides to all the books of the New
Testament, and to furnish them with his own fresh
translation of the entire text. Each passage is
followed by a highly readable discussion with
background information. The series is suitable for
personal or group use, while the format also makes it
appropriate for daily study.
Home Groups at St John’s Church, Stanmore are currently using “Mark
for Everyone” as a basis for study and discussion. They find that making
use of his true scholar’s understanding, yet writing in an approachable
and anecdotal style, Tom Wright captures the urgency and excitement of
Mark’s gospel and opens up wide-ranging ideas for thought and
reflection.
ISBN (UK edition) 978-0-281-05299-8
Tom Wright (1948– ) has been named by Christianity
Today as one of today's top theologians. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts in Theology, Masters in Anglican
ministry, and DPhil from University of Oxford. A
fellow and chaplain at Cambridge from 1978–81, he
then served as assistant professor of New Testament
language and literature at McGill University in
Montreal. Before becoming a chaplain, tutor,
lecturer and fellow at Oxford in 1986, Wright served as Dean of Lichfield
Cathedral, Canon Theologian of Westminster Abbey, and Bishop of
Durham. He is currently Professor of New Testament and Early
Christianity at St. Andrews University.
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BACC PILGRIMAGE 20TH-23RD AUGUST 2013. HILD,
CUTHBERT AND THE LINDISFARNE GOSPELS
We arrived in Durham and were met by a lovely group of Cursillistas who
accompanied us to our very comfortable rooms at St John’s College, our
base for the next 3 nights.
That evening about 50 Cursillistas from all over the country gathered for
an Ultreya with floating group reunions, before enjoying a delicious
spread provided by Durham Cursillistas. Our appetites were further
whetted by an introductory talk given by Revd John McManners, who
was to be our guide for the next few days. John was able to share his
extensive knowledge of the Northern Saints and their link with the
Lindisfarne Gospels with us in a most lively and entertaining way, both
that evening and throughout the week.
The next morning we travelled by coach to Hartlepool to visit the sights
where Hilda lived and worked. After celebrating Holy Communion at St
Hild’s church we then continued on to Whitby to visit the remains of the

13

abbey where Hilda had been the founding abbess.
No trip to Whitby would be complete without sampling their famous fish
and chips, which certainly lived up to expectations!
Another action packed day followed with a coach trip to the Holy Island
of Lindisfarne, where we enjoyed a guided tour and a little time for
exploration before making a hasty retreat to avoid being cut off by the
tides. Holy Island has a recorded history from the 6th century and is still
an important centre of Celtic Christianity. We saw where St Aiden
founded his monastery and where St Cuthbert was buried; his body was
later carried to safety by monks to Chester-Le-Street before finally
coming to rest in Durham Cathedral.
From Lindisfarne we headed back to Durham to visit the magnificent
Lindisfarne Gospels, which were displayed in all their glory in the
University library. That evening we had the great privilege of a private
visit to Durham Cathedral for a candlelit service of Compline around the
shrine of St Cuthbert, a most memorable and spiritual experience.
On the last morning we enjoyed a guided tour of the Cathedral before
heading back home, having spent a wonderful time following in the steps
of the northern saints.
Thank you to all the folk from Durham who made us feel so welcome and
especially to John who really bought everything to life as he shared the
lives and interweaving stories of Hilda, Aiden, Bede and Cuthbert with us.

Jane Coan & Sue Cobb
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action
ACTION: Working towards transforming the world for Christ,
‘living and working to God’s praise and glory’.

FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR
It has been a very busy time for me, since I last
wrote to you in Cursillo4London, Summer 2013.
In July I started preparations for Weekend #26,
gathering together the staff team as seen in the
photo on (page 20). The Lay Rector and Observing
Lay Rector training started in August and was held
each Monday evening until the weekend in October. On several
occasions the Lay Rector’s Cha Cha joined us for the meetings, along with
her knitting. She was making hats in various sizes and colours for “shoe
boxes”, causing much laughter with her “dropped stitches”. I am sure the
recipients all loved their hats.
Ten Cursillistas from London attended the Wakefield National Ultreya
held at Wakefield Cathedral, which had just been renovated. We arrived
on a wet Friday afternoon and joined others for an evening meal. On
Saturday the sun shone for the Witness Walk. A brass band led the
procession of banners carried by each diocese from UK around the
outside of the Cathedral. This year (2014) the National Ultreya will be
held in Canterbury, (see page 31) for details. Once again if you have
never been to a National Ultreya, I urge you to go. It is a stirring
experience to meet up with other Cursillistas from all over the country.
In September I held our all day Secretariat meeting to discuss our way
forward and future commitments, which I will explain in my report on
Saturday 18 January 2014 at the AGM.
Gareth and I met up with Bishop Edward for dinner before the October
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weekend #26. He is such a charming man, who has led such a very
interesting life. I do hope he will join us again.
October Weekend #26 was held at St Katharine’s. You can read about
this in the Lay Rector’s report and comments from the pilgrims, (pages 18
-21). It was a privilege to have on the weekend, pilgrim Maggie Dawson,
(who is blind), proving to us just how God works in different situations. I
arranged for her to have a “Buddy”, Pat Stevens, and I was delighted that
she fitted in so well, doing everything with all the other pilgrims. What a
joy to get to know such an independent lady! The closing service was
celebrated by Bishop Edward and I remember his words at the Peace,
“this is going to take a long time”.
I announced at the closing service that Jane Coan’s commissioning as the
next Lay Director of London Cursillo, would take place at St John’s
Church, Stanmore, on Saturday 18 January 2014 at 12 noon by The Ven
David Meara.
In November, another secretariat meeting was held to prepare for the
AGM and the commissioning of Jane Coan as new Lay Director of London
Cursillo.
Gareth and I were invited to the Feast of St Katharine on Sunday evening
24 November 2013. It began with a service when Fr Gareth was invited to
distribute the wine. After the service we went to the Master’s room for
drinks followed by dinner and the opportunity to meet others who are
connected with St Katharine’s. The Master Mark Aitkens explained that
he would have more of these gatherings in the near future, as he wants
St Katharine’s to be a place that has more involvement with the people
and groups who use the rooms and especially the Chapel, so that it
becomes more of a community than a hotel. It is valuable to have good
relationship with St Katharine’s, which I have had for many years and
know this will continue as I have already been asked for dates for 20152016.
For the past year I have been meeting regularly with Jane Coan who will
16

CAN YOU HELP?
Are you able to give
a regular donation
to further the work of
Cursillo in the Diocese of London
- however small or large?
If so, please consider
giving a fixed amount every month,
direct from your bank,
through a Standing Order.
Do you pay tax?
If so, compete a
Gift Aid Form too
so that we can claim a
further 20 percent from the Government
MANY THANKS ~ ULTREYA!
A

Standing Order
To the Manager ____________________________ Bank plc
Branch Address: ___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
Branch Sort Code: ______-______-______
Account Number: ___________________________________
Please pay to:
Cursillo in the Diocese of London (Account No: 21262718 )
HSBC Bank plc ( Sort Code: 40—05—27)
The sum of £ ______ on the ______ day of _________ 20 ______
And thereafter on the same day of each month until further notice.

Signature _____________________ Date: ______________
When completed, send this form to your bank,
and to the Honorary Treasurer
Mr David Hudson
72 College Drive, Ruislip HA4 8SP
Telephone: 01895 632962

B

Gift Aid Declaration
Title __________________ Surname: ____________________
Christian Names ______________________________________
Address:

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
_____________________ Postcode: _____________

I am a UK tax payer.
I declare that all donations I have made since 6 April 2000 and all
donations I make hereafter are to be treated as Gift Aid Donations.
I pay income/capital gains tax at least equal to the amount of tax
to be reclaimed.
Signature: ______________________ Date: ________________
Please notify us of you no longer pay an amount of income tax or
capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations.
Please also notify us if you change your name or address whilst the
declaration is in force.
When completed, send this form to the Honorary Treasurer:
Mr David Hudson
72 College Drive, Ruislip, HA4 8SP
Telephone: 01895 632692

C

D

be taking over from me on 18 January 2014. I can’t begin to tell you what
a joy it has been serving as Lay Director over the past 3 years.
I remember when I was asked to be Lay Director in June 2010 at St James
Clapton. I have been overwhelmed by the love, fellowship and guidance
given to me during my time in office. It will be a very emotional time for
me when I step down in January. As for what God has planned for me
thereafter, I will just have to wait and see. Please be assured that Jane
will be an excellent Lay Director and will bring her own style to Cursillo,
just as I have done. I will be part of the Servant Community working in
the background along with many others.
I wish to thank you all, especially the Secretariat, who have been my
guidance and support throughout my time of office. Without God’s help
and team leadership, I would not be where I am today.
I wish you every blessing.

Jennifer Neve
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Left to right:
Revd. Alison,
Jane A (Lay Rector)
& Fr. Gareth

WEEKEND #26 - LAY RECTORS REPORT
When asked to consider being Lay Rector you could have blown me over
with a feather. “Who me? Why me? Lord you know me, you know
everything, you know how much I love you.” So we chat 24/7. “How
privileged I am to be able to share your love with others through my
everyday normal life.”
But God had something in mind. I had experience of sharing my faith
with young children and teenagers and through my call to explore
licensed lay ministry…. and so the prod by God….”Here you are Jane, I
want you to do this for me,” came via Jennifer (the Lay Director) and the
secretariat. My response? Well it was to stop, pause, pray, talk it through
with God.
By now you all know my answer to God. When God gives you a job after
years of asking God to show me what he wants me to do, the answer
18

was, “Yes, Lord, show me the way, guide me, hold my hand”, and he did.
Thus two years of training began, shadowing Pat in her preparations for
London Weekend 25# by attending weekly training sessions through the
Summer/ Autumn of 2012 and repeating the process with Burnett
shadowing my training in Summer/Autumn 2013. Visits to my Spiritual
Director, listening, growing for God’s weekend were all part of my
preparation.
With a year to go the weekend staff team was almost complete. For the
full two years the support of Fr Gareth, Rev’d Alison and Jennifer were
constant as is the way with Cursillo - it was Prayer, Study and Action
under God’s leadership.
What a mighty blessing London 26# was to all. God gave me strength to
believe in my capabilities, knowing he was there prodding me on. His
hand-picked staff team and behind the scene helpers, all chosen by him
for the good of his Kingdom, were magnificent. Everyone gave their very
best. Everyone played their part to the full and gave their all. Together
we could do God’s will to guide and nurture the pilgrims. None of us
could have made a difference alone, as a united team, we could.
Our pilgrims for the weekend were a delight. Husbands and children
checked out the rooms of their loved ones and everyone settled in.
Sherry, wine and soft drinks flowed; jelly babies and chocolates were the
order of the weekend; love and care were in abundance. Everyone was
supported by palanca / messages of prayer, for which we thank you all.
Our pilgrims were a dedicated team who looked out for each other,
cared and grew in the power of the Spirit over the four days. What a
talented group they were with art work, discussion, drama, singing! We
all grew in faith, let go and let God.
There are no special thanks to particular people for we were a team.
Actually, yes, “We give you thanks, Almighty God for all the benefits you
have given us: you who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen”.
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STAFF TEAM

Back row: Monique, Helen, Jennifer, Jane C, Burnett, Wendy, David
Front row: Sue, Sylvia H, Gwen, Fr. Gareth, Jane A (LR), Mike, Sylvia D, Rev. Alison, Anne

PILGRIMS

Back row:
Jean,
Ian,
Lesley,
Martin,
Edit
Front row:
Shiobain,
Brandy,
Maggie,
Rosemary,
Pamela
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FROM THE PILGRIMS, WEEKEND #26
“During the weekend, I felt cocooned in love, accepted, nurtured
and empowered. I finally learnt to accept myself.”
Maggie Dawson • St Paul, South Harrow

“I found the Cursillo weekend an uplifting experience. It was filled
with joy and friendship, there was time for reflection and
discussion, and it was, in a weekend, in miniature what the Church
should be, committed, prayerful, loving, energised. I would
recommend Cursillo to others, and look forward to my first
Ultreya”.
Martin Carr • All Hallows by the Tower

“The weekend was unexpected, enthralling. I felt the love and
care was overwhelming and enriching”.
Shiobain Corsie • St Nicholas, Perivale

“The weekend was a wonderful time of fellowship and learning
together”.
Ian Woodhouse • St Lawrence, Eastcote

“I felt that during the weekend, people were loving me into a
closer relationship with God”.
Brandy Pearson • St Peter and All Saints, Acton Green
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MOMENTS CLOSE TO CHRIST
At our Cursillo Group Reunions we share
moments. Moments when we felt
especially close to Christ. What moments
of intimacy and revelation these moments
are and how privileged we are to share in
them. So let me share with share with you
moments recently when a Cursillista #17
felt specially close to Christ.
Firstly let’s go to a dark November evening
in Harrow. It is National Inter Faith Week.
Here in one of the country’s most
religiously diverse environments, we feel it is our duty and joy to get to
know and understand each other. An evening programme was put
together by Harrow Inter Faith Council whereby each faith, (all its
denominations working together), explained the meaning and
significance behind a faith festival. Approaching Advent, the Christians
decided to explain the meaning of a Christingle, which artefact gave
opportunity to talk about the world, creation and the light of Christ as
expressed in the incarnation, life, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. As
we spoke the presence of Christ with us was tangible. The audience, or
should I say congregation, smiled as they recognised aspects of their own
beliefs in God reflected in our story, as did we Christians in their stories.
All delightedly picked up a Christingle to take home.
Now come with me to the light and sunshine of Trinidad, (when it’s not
raining), where I come year by year to get involved with matters
educational, not to mention the abundance of life here. Advent brings
much light and music and I have experienced some wonderful moments
close to Christ. At a concert given by students of the University of the
West Indies, (Trinidad campus), a section was dedicated to the memory
of Nelson Mandela, whose death had been just announced. Through
varied musical items singers, players and audience were united in
reflection of a life of determination, courage, self-sacrifice and never
22

failing love of mankind, both friends and oppressors. Without doubt
Christ was present. In another concert entitled, “Christmas, a Season of
Love”, a young poet, Muhammad Muwakil, acted as a bridge between
the musical items. He amused everyone by giving a down to earth
dialogue on Trini preparations for Christmas - the house-painting, new
curtains and days and nights of cooking. He finished by a simple
sentence. “Stop to say a prayer and the very stars and planets will be set
in motion to wing your prayer to God”. What a wonderful vision!
Lastly come with me to the Nine Lessons and Carols at St Jude’s Anglican
Church. This Advent the lessons were dramatised by the youth group. St
John 1:1-14 was spoken, (not read), by a teenager dressed like Madame
Jaffrey, a caricature Trini women of African Heritage, hair rollers bundled
into a cloth scarf. Her diction and gestures brought the words to life in a
manner that addressed them personally to each one of us present. As
she reached the sentence, “He was in the world, and the world was
made by him, but the world knew him not. He came unto his own and his
own received him not”, her voice faltered and tears came into her eyes,
causing the congregation to react in similar manner. Then strength
returned to her delivery as she finished triumphantly, ”And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth”. At that moment
we were all close to Christ.
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BACC REPORT 2013
Jennifer, Jane Coan and I travelled to
Wingerworth Chesterfield on Saturday 16
November 2013 to attend the Full BACC Council
Meeting.
All of our prayers are asked for those attending
the BACC “Catch the Vision” at High Leigh
Conference Centre Hoddesdon from Friday 30
May to Sunday 1 June 2014. 2013. We in London
will pray especially for the Lay Director, Spiritual
Director and BACC Rep. who will be attending.
Please hold in your prayers Sally Henniker-Major who will be
commissioned at this meeting as the new BACC President.
It is hoped that a goodly number of London Cursillistas will travel to
Canterbury to experience the joyous celebration of the National Ultreya
2014 on Saturday 30 August 2014. See page 31 for details.
The Spring 2014 BACC Pages publication will be online from February
2014.
Do look at the BACC website
www.anglicancursillo.co.uk
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GOOD NEWS FOR PREBENDARY ROSEMIA
Members of London Cursillo were delighted when
they heard the news that one of their valued
spiritual advisers, the Rev’d Rosemia Brown, Vicar
of St James’ Church, Clapton, has been offered a
Prebendal Seat at St Paul’s Cathedral.
In an inspiring telephone conversation, Prebendary Rosemia describes
how it came to pass and her future duties in this role.
“When I received a letter from Bishop Richard I thought, ’Oh!
What’s this?’. When I read the letter offering me a Prebendal
Seat I thought, ‘Why me?’
It is a great honour and I accepted the Seat. “With the help of
God, I will”.
The duties associated with it are many and various.
I am a member of the College of Canons and as such attend
meetings with other canons to discuss affairs of St Paul’s
Cathedral.
I take part in processions at major services, for example on
Maundy Thursday and when the Bishop of New York will be
admitted at St Paul’s in January.
I can be called to preach at St Paul’s. This has happened once
already.
Occasionally, if one of the Residential Canons is not available, I
can be called to lead Evening Prayer at the Cathedral.
An important aspect of my work will be to give input from
churches in the Diocese and encourage people to join in services
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and other activities at the cathedral.”
All this is in addition to Rosemia’s work in her own church and other
work to which she is called. On 23rd January she is off to Israel on a fundraising venture for deaf Palestinian children.
God bless you Prebendary Rosemia in all that you do, You are assured of
the love and prayers of London Cursillistas in each aspect of your new
role. You must let us know when you are preaching at St Paul’s, so that
the congregation can be swelled by your Cursillo fans.
Ultreya
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STUART’S JOURNEY
In Cursillo4London Summer 2013, we rejoiced with
Stuart Melchor, Cursillo#4, when he was accepted for
ordination. He continues now with his journey to date:
“It was only when I walked into St Mellitus college on
Tuesday 17th September that it hit home - God really
has chosen me for ordained ministry. For the first three
weeks I found myself feeling a sense of awe and
wonder of where God has taken me from and brought
me to, (even after receiving homework on the first
week, which was to write a Psalm. (More about this
shortly).
The meals have been very good, on an
even par with the meals at a Cursillo
weekend. The fellowship has been
very diverse, covering the wide
spectrum of styles of worship within
the Church of England. The lessons
and studying are fruitful and seem
tailor made for each of us pilgrims. The
subjects covered have been journeys,
both journeys in the Bible and our own
personal journeys, Psalms and the
New Testament.
Before I close my brief thoughts on my
first ten weeks, can I say a very big
thank you to all of you for your love
and prayers. Please continue to keep
not just me but each and every one of
us at St Mellitus in your prayers, staff
and pilgrims alike.

Stuart's Psalm,
O Lord my strength and redeemer,
my rock and my fortress,
You watched over me when I didn't
even know you.
You protected me when I drifted and
went astray.
When I was hungry you fed me, when
I was thirsty you gave me water to
drink.
When I was naked you clothed me,
when I was alone you befriended me.
I came to you as a pauper, you
treated me like a prince.
I had foolish thoughts, you gave me
wisdom.
Like the potter moulding the clay,
you moulded me to mould others.
You Lord are my strength, my never
ending source of energy.
To you Lord I will always give thanks
and praise.
Yes, Lord, it is your name I will
forever lift up on high.”
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YOU PROMISED ME",
a story of Christian Love in Action
Love always perseveres. Love never fails.

In 1989, an 8.2 earthquake almost flattened Armenia, killing over 30,000 people in less
than four minutes. Surprisingly, such tragedies often bring out the best in people. Let
me show you the loving heart of a father.
In the midst of chaos and destruction, he rushed to his son’s school. But instead of a
school, he found a shapeless heap of rubble. Imagine what went through his mind. In
the case of this father, the sight of rubble and ruin made him spring into action. He ran
to the back corner of the building where his son’s class used to be and began to dig.
Why? What real hope did he have? What were the chances that his son could have
survived such destruction? All he knew was that he had made a promise to always be
there for his boy. It was this promise that animated his hands and motivated his heart.
As he began to dig, well-meaning parents tried to pull him out of the rubble saying: "It’s
too late!" "They’re dead!" "You can’t help!" "Go home!" "There’s nothing you can do!"
Then the fire chief tried to pull him off the rubble by saying, "Fires and explosions are
happening everywhere. You’re in danger. Go home!" Finally, the police came and said,
"It’s over. You’re endangering others. Go home. We’ll handle it!"
But this father continued to dig for eight ... 12 ... 24 ... 36 hours. Then, in the 38th hour,
he pulled back a boulder and heard his son's voice. Immediately, he screamed,
"ARMAND!" Back came the words, "Dad!? I told them! I told the other kids that if you
were still alive, you’d save me! You promised me, you’d always be here for me! You did
it, Dad!" (Taken from Max Lucado’s book, "He Still Moves Stones")
The story of Armand’s dad is a wonderful image for God’s love. You find so many of the
traits of love from 1 Corinthians 13 in that story. And you get the picture of a living and
loving Heavenly Father that:
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Steps in when everything else is stepping out.
Seeks solution when everything else says the situation it’s hopeless.
Remains steady when everything else has shaken loose.

JOURNEY OF A COMFORTABLE CHRISTIAN
I like it here in the warm house of my comfortable Christianity.
I go to Mass most Sundays and in the week too if there’s a special day.
I do Church watch and I help at the fairs; I give by bankers order with a
covenant.
I’ve been saying my prayers since childhood – the same ones for all those
years; I’m very constant.
No I don’t need to go to confession, what could I say; I’m a pretty good
person really…..
So what do other people mean when they talk about being on a journey?
Why do I feel a faint uneasiness?
Why do I think I may have missed the point?
Speak to me, Lord, reassure me that I’m doing fine….
I’m sure I am…and yet…and yet…
Speak to me, Lord, I’m listening for you.
><><><
Could this be prayer - a waiting without words
Opening up, vulnerable but trusting
Reaching into the darkness for a still small voice?
I cry for the barren years of prayer by rote.
><><><
I’m outside the door now, Lord, on the journey too.
It’s dark, I cannot see the way, but I put my hand in yours.
Lead me where you will, use me for your purpose.
I know it may be a hard road, boulders on the path,
Swamps and rivers to cross, mountains to climb.
Hold tight to my hand, Lord, support me when I stumble and fall.
But every corner I turn, each milestone I reach, will bring me closer to you,
and as I go I’ll glimpse the glory of your dawn above the mountains.
Chris Hoppett, Maundy Thursday 1998.
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NEW YEAR QUOTATIONS
Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto man His Son hath given;
While angels sing with tender mirth,
A glad new year to all the earth.
Martin Luther
If this is to be a Happy New Year, a
year of usefulness, a year in which we
shall live to make this earth better, it is
because God will direct our pathway.
How important then, to feel our
dependence upon Him!
Matthew Simpson
I said to a man who stood at the gate
of the year: "Give me a light that I may
tread safely into the unknown"; and
he replied, "Go into the darkness and
put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than a light
and safer than a known way!"
King George VI, quoting from a poem
by M. L. Harkins.
A new year is unfolding—
like a blossom with petals curled
tightly concealing the beauty within.
Unknown
If this is to be a Happy New Year, a
year of usefulness, a year in which we
shall live to make this earth better, it is
because God will direct our pathway.
How important then, to feel our
dependence upon Him!
Matthew Simpson

Nelson Mandela • 1989—2013
It always seems impossible until it’s
done.
Real leaders must be ready
to sacrifice all for the freedom of their
people.
Everyone can rise above their
circumstances and achieve success if
they are dedicated to and passionate
about what they do.
Resentment is like drinking poison
and then hoping it will kill your
enemies.
Our human compassion binds us the
one to the other –
not in pity or patronizingly, but as
human beings
who have learnt how to turn our
common suffering
into hope for the future.
Nelson Mandela
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Will be hosted by Canterbury
On
Saturday 30th August

The main events will take place in the Shirley Hall at
Kings School Canterbury
There will be a service at 12.00 noon in the local
church
More information to follow
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LONDON CURSILLO LEADERSHIP TEAM
The Secretariat is a committed leadership team from around the Diocese,
serving Cursillo in the Diocese. Membership is as follows:
Lay Director

Jennifer Neve
........... 01923 692672 (work); 01923 824364 (home)
laydirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

Spiritual Director

The Rev’d Gareth Bevan ................... 020 8908 3719
spiritualdirector@londoncursillo.org.uk

Secretary

Deirdre Davis ..................................... 020 8429 1291
secretary@londoncursillo.org.uk

Treasurer

David Hudson ..................................... 01895 632962
treasurer@londoncursillo.org.uk ???

BACC representative

Jane Altman ....................................... 020 8954 2889
bacc@londoncursillo.org.uk

Pre-Cursillo and
Publicity Representative

Pat Stevens ........................................ 020 8954 6525
precursillo@londoncursillo.org.uk
publicity@londoncursillo.org.uk

Weekend Representative

Jane Coan .......................................... 020 8868 0435
weekend@londoncursillo.org.uk

4th Day Representative

Position vacant

Co-opted Member

Burnett Brown ................................... 020 8985 1750
burnettbrown35@gmail.com

CURSILLO® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Registered Charity No 1082984.
Affiliated to the British Anglican Cursillo Council
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