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CURSILLO IN THE DIOCESE OF LONDON  
 

ANNUAL REPORT  
 

For the year ended 30 June 2017 
  
Secretariat Members (including Trustees *)  
    Mrs Jane Coan   (Lay Director until Jan 2017) 

Mrs Deirdre Davis    (Lay Director from Jan 2017)* 
Preb Rosemia Brown   (Spiritual Director)* 
Mr Burnett Brown  (Treasurer until Jan 2017) 
Mrs Chris Hoppett   (Treasurer from Jan 2017)* 

    Miss Anna Dias  (Secretary)* 
    Mr Carl Berry   (Fourth Day Rep) 
    Mrs Helen Pye-Beraet  (Weekend Rep) 
    Mrs Deirdre Davis  (BACC Rep until Jan 2017) 

Mr Mick Shaw         (BACC Rep from Jan 2017) 
Mrs Paula James (co-opted) (Prayer co-ordinator)  

  
 
Registered Charity No. 1082984 
 
Principal Address    31 Collins Drive 
                                           Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 9EL 
 
Governing Document   Constitution dated 9 October 1999 
 
 
Objects of the Charity The objects of Cursillo in the Diocese of London (‘the Objects’), 

are to advance religion in accordance with the doctrines of the 
Church of England in the Diocese of London and specifically to 
renew Anglican Christians in their Christian commitment and to 
develop the practice of Christian principles in their everyday life 
so as to help others discover and achieve a Christian way of 
life, by various means including the provision of short religious 
education courses. 

 
 
Independent Examiner    Mr C T Rollin FCA 
 
 
Bankers       HSBC Bank plc 
     89 Buckingham Palace Road 
    London SW1W 0QL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review of Activities and Achievements 
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Membership: 
At 30 June 2017 there were 257 Cursillistas on the London list, comprising 229 lay people 
(36 men, 193 women) and 28 clergy (16 men, 12 women).  31 parishes had 2 or more 
members. We also mail out to 6 clergy interested in Cursillo. 
 
Secretariat: 
The Secretariat met four times between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017 i.e. on   
12th November (all day), 14th January, 2nd June and 10th June 
At the AGM on 14th January 2017, there remained 2 vacancies on the Secretariat: the Pre-
Cursillo Rep and the Publicity and Communications Rep.  
 
Ultreyas: 
Two Diocesan Ultreyas have been held in the period: 

• 14 January 2017, at St Martin’s Ruislip following the AGM 
• 10 June 2017, at All Saints Haggerston (the linked Ultreya following 

Weekend #31) 
 
Study day: 
The study day, entitled ‘Know Cursillo’ was held on 1 October 2016 at St Anne’s Church, 
Hoxton, and attended by 35 people. The National President, Sally Henniker-Major led 
some sessions, which included: Fourth Day First, Sponsorship, Know Cursillo and Cursillo 
and the Church. 
 
Weekends: 
In the year under review one Weekend (#31) was held, in May 2017, at our new venue the 
Boy’s Brigade Headquarters, Felden Lodge, on the outskirts of Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 
There were 9 pilgrims and the Lay Rector was Helen Pye-Beraet (St Martin’s Ruislip) and 
the Spiritual Advisers were Preb. Rosémia Brown and the Rev’d Ken Buckler. As usual, 
two training days were held prior to the Weekend to prepare the staff team both practically 
and spiritually. The Lay Rector and Observing Lay Rector received additional training in 
the weeks leading up to the Weekends. 
 
We were delighted with the venue, and once again the prayer support throughout was very 
powerful – national and international wall palanca, individual messages and the chain of 
prayer from London Cursillistas that spanned the four days of the weekend. It was also 
wonderful that so many came to the Clausura – it was standing room only for some. 
Having a Weekend outside London is not necessarily the obstacle we thought it might be. 
 
Weekend Schedule: 
It was a major task this year updating the different training manuals and the weekend 
schedule to suit the new venue, and grateful thanks go to all those who had a hand in this 
work. 
 
Presentations:   
Unfortunately due to various unforeseen factors the 2 planned presentations (to Holy 
Innocents, Kingsbury and All Saints, Haggerston) did not take place this year. 
 
Servant Community: 
In November 2016 members of the Servant Community were invited to the All Day 
Secretariat meeting (28 in attendance) to discuss the servant community task lists and 
identify potential volunteers. Further work is required to build up the Servant Community; 
whilst well over 20 members are actively involved in tasks during the year, certain tasks 
have to be covered by the Secretariat, which could be done by others.  
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Prayer Group: 
This team meets monthly to pray for Cursillo locally, nationally and internationally, and has 
email membership too. It is coordinated by Paula James. The group also prays for 
individuals in need of healing and wholeness or for those embarking on new ventures. In 
addition to this Paula organised a prayer chain for London Weekend #31 which resulted in 
110 individual prayers being offered. 
 
Website: 
Our London Cursillo website www.londoncursillo.co.uk has continued to be managed by 
Beachshore. In a year without a Publicity / Communications Representative, the 
Secretariat are most grateful to Jenny Neve who has carried on updating the site for us as 
new information becomes available.   
 
Publicity: 
The London Cursillo magazine, Cursillo4London, was issued in colour in summer 2016 
and an A4 two-sided news Bulletin came out in spring 2017. Good feedback was received 
on both. Copies were distributed to all Cursillistas, all the senior clergy in the diocese, to 
BACC and to local Lay Directors. 
The 3-fold publicity leaflet was updated and reprinted.  
 
Cursillo Leaders Workshops  
These are open to all interested Cursillistas, lay or ordained, but those who have any 
leadership role (eg Lay Rector, Secretariat members, some Weekend staff) should attend 
a CLW before or as soon as possible after taking office. Helen Pye-Beraet and Paul Bevis-
Knowles attended in March 2017 and found it very worthwhile.  
 
Group Reunions: 
We are aware that some cursillistas are not in group reunion and this is an area that needs 
input in 2017/18. Some parishes have held local reunions in their Church, which are a 
successful way of helping those not in small group reunion, and also a good way of 
introducing people who are thinking of attending a Weekend in the future.  
 
Safeguarding: 
The contact details of our Safeguarding Officer, Helen Pye-Beraet, are now to be found on 
the Sponsor’s Guidelines form with the Weekend application forms.  
 
Links with other Dioceses: 
We continue to communicate with and support other Dioceses in prayer for their 
Weekends, as they do for us; also some group reunions send individual palanca to their 
‘adopted’ Dioceses.   
 
British Anglican Cursillo Council (BACC): 
 In November 2016 Jane Coan, Preb Rosémia and Deirdre Davis attended the meeting in 
High Barnet, at which certain booklets in the BACC Resource Manual were reviewed, and 
in May 2017 Mick Shaw and Deirdre Davis attended the AGM in Durham, at which the 
need to involve our clergy more was stressed, as Cursillo is such a good resource for the 
Church.    
In September 2016, several Cursillistas from London travelled to York for the GB Ultreya 
which was a great success, supported by two Bishops! 
 
Capital Vision 2020: 
A number of Cursillistas attended Bishop Richard’s farewell service at Candlemas, and 
Anna Dias was interviewed in Paternoster Square to explain how Cursillo fitted with 

http://www.londoncursillo.co.uk/
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CV2020. Bishop Richard’s departure meant that the secretariat was not able to make 
progress with producing a 3-fold Cursillo leaflet (Exeter style) for use by every church in 
the Diocese.  
 
Financial Review  
 
Accumulated Fund 
The Financial Statement for the year shows a surplus of £3,395, giving a balance on the 
Accumulated Fund of £18,253 at 30th June 2017.  Regular giving, collections, 
subscriptions and other donations raised £9,438. 
 
Weekends:  
The cost of running the May 2017 Weekend, our first at Felden Lodge, was £7,366 
including consumables and a familiarisation training day at Felden Lodge. This compares 
extremely favourably with the cost of £10,658 for the May 2016 weekend at St. 
Katharine’s.  However, Felden Lodge conditions for cancellation of bookings are far more 
stringent and we could potentially have to pay the full amount if we make a late 
cancellation. Pilgrims and sponsors contributed £1,040; staff donated £2,828 to the May 
2017 weekend and the balance of £3,018 was covered from our other income.  We 
continue to encourage those attending Weekends to contribute as much as they are able. 
 
Gift Aid: 
Claims made and received for the year 2016-2017 totalled £2,138. 
 
Reserves Policy: 
It is the policy of the Secretariat to maintain reserves to cover the costs of at least one 
weekend in the event of loss through late cancellation of a booked weekend. Additionally 
we have offered to host the National Ultreya in London, in conjunction with Southwark 
Diocese, in 2020. This will incur costs for which we need to provide. 
 
We thank everyone who supports London Cursillo through regular giving, those who pay 
their subscriptions each year and everyone who supports our Closing Eucharists and 
Ultreyas. 

Public Benefit: 
The contents of this Annual Report comprise a summary of the main activities undertaken 
in order to carry out the objects of Cursillo for the public benefit. The trustees have 
complied with their duty to have due regard to Charity Commission guidance on public 
benefit. 
 
‘We give you thanks Almighty God, for all the benefits you have given us, you who live and 
reign for ever and ever. Amen’  
 
ULTREYA! 

On behalf of the Secretariat           Deirdre Davis 

Deirdre Davis  Lay Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of London   
December 2017 
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