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Cursillo is a movement of the Church  
providing a method  

by which Christians are empowered to grow  
through prayer, study and action  

and enabled to share God’s love with everyone  
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prayer 
PRAYER: Nourishing and strengthening our union with Christ  

and drawing us to lives of holiness 

In your mercy and of your kindness – please pray for: 

Jane Coan, Lay Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of 
London,  Father Gareth Bevan, The Rev’d 
Prebendary Rosemia Brown, future Spiritual 
Director and Members of the Secretariat  

The London Cursillo weekend  #30 from 12th – 15th May 2016 at 
the Royal Foundation of St Katharine; for potential pilgrims and 
the chosen staff team. 

The clergy and leaders in our churches. 

Capital Vision 2000 and Ambassadors for Christ. 

London Cursillistas Mark Arnold and Stuart Melchor training for 
the priesthood and Cursillistas undertaking theological study. 

London Cursillistas as they meet in their Group Reunions. 

The London Cursillo Prayer Group. 

Ellen Ngesi, helping orphans whose parents have died from HIV 
and leading a Bible Study group in the Xosa language in Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa. 

Sue Cobb’s work with Hillingdon Street Angels. 

The Credit Union enterprise organised by St James’ Church, 
Clapton and fund-raising projects in our churches.  

All who are sick in our parishes. 

The families and friends of Frank Smith, Olga Daley and the 
recently bereaved. 

The worldwide Cursillo movement.  

LORD IN YOUR MERCY – HEAR OUR PRAYER 
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Norwich  #8 16 – 19 February 

Carlisle  #36 31 March – 3 April 

Durham  #24 7 – 10 April 

Derby  #18 7 – 10 April 

Oxford  #17 7 – 10 April 

Chichester  #27 14 – 17 April 

St Albans  #7 12 – 15 May 

London  #30 12 – 15 May 

St Davids  #18 12 – 15 May 

Chester  #52 19 – 22 May 

Canterbury  #55 27 – 30 May 

Lincoln  #32 17 – 20 June 

Durham  #25 27 – 30 October 

Chester  #53 27 – 30 October 

Please hold in your prayers all the staff and pilgrims on the forthcoming 
Anglican Cursillo Weekends in 2016: 

LONDON CURSILLO WEEKEND  #30 

12th - 15th May 2016 
at the Royal Foundation of St Katharine at Limehouse  

Bookings are coming in for this weekend. 
Please consider prayerfully  

whether you might sponsor someone 
Application forms and sponsorship guidelines can be obtained  

from your Parish Representative or   
 Jane Coan,  Lay Director,  janecoan@tiscali.co.uk   Tel:  020 8868 0435 
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FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 
 

My Dear Cursillistas - the Lord be with you! 
 
I trust you had a most blessed Christmas - 
and I wish you all abundant blessings for 
2016. 
 
This will be my last article for 
Cursillo4London magazine, as I have now 
come to the end of my three year term as 
Spiritual Director for Cursillo in the Diocese 
of London.   I am delighted to announce that 
the Rev’d. Prebendary Rosemia Brown will be 
taking over from me, to be commissioned by 
Fr Luke Miller [Archdeacon of  London] at our 
closing weekend service at the Royal 
Foundation of St Katharine in May 2016. 

It has been an absolute pleasure, joy and 
privilege to serve Cursillo over the past three 
years, so ably supported by Jane Coan our 
Lay Director and all the Cursillo Secretariat. I 
have been constantly humbled to see many 

study 
STUDY: Deepening our understanding of God’s ways and our Christian  

calling and helping to form our minds after the mind of Christ. 

Fr. Gareth 
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people in Cursillo serving our Lord in so  many and varied ways - working 
through the confusions of this life and being a light and inspiration to 
those around them.  
 
The words of Matthew chapter 4 verse 16 came to mind: ‘The people 
who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region of the shadow of death, light has dawned ‘ 
 
Being in darkness, whether real or metaphorical, can be disturbing, if not 
terrifying.  We can be lost not knowing what lies before us and become 
afraid and apprehensive.  In Mark we hear that the light shines in the 
darkness - an image both of joy and comfort. Even in the darkest 
moments, God's light continues to shine upon us and God's love 
continues to surround us.  
 
One of the Christmas cards I received struck a particular note with me - a 
silhouette of Mary and Joseph - expectant with child - journeying 
through the night to Bethlehem. They were turned away -  no room at 
the Inn - in a way seeking refuge - refugees. Then the scenes on the 
television of the countless refugees came to mind - living in camps - the 
stream of expectant families journeying through the uproar of confusion 
- hoping for a better life - and for some there will be no room at the inn. 
 
God entered this world and dwelt among us in human form with 
unconditional love. 
 
This is the good news of the Gospel; that seeks out the oppressed, the 
broken hearted, the captive. This is the good news of light, which has 
planted hope in the heart of history. For we are the bearers of the light 
and interpreters of the Word made flesh - the bearers of the hope of 
things to come. 
 
And whatever we do, wherever we are, and whatever our circumstance, 
Christ is there at the centre – in the centre of that picture we may wish 
to paint of ourselves – Christ is the centre of our lives, in whom we trust 
always. 
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And as we make our way through another year we should be awake to 
the circumstances of the many people we will encounter - and we should 
continue to seek Jesus in the disadvantaged, the distressed, the lonely 
and those who mourn. For such experiences utterly characterise Jesus’ 
life and were the focus of his mission. Let us make it our mission too. 
 
My friends if not us, then who? – if not now, then when? 
 
With every blessing and good wish 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr Gareth 

Prayer 
 
God the Father, your light shines in the 
darkness, grant us the courage to be a 
light to those in need letting them know 
they are valued and loved - Amen. 
May blessings abound. 
Fr. Gareth 
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The next workshops will run from  

15th - 17th April 2016,  
 at Olbate Retreat Centre, Wistason Hall, Crewe 

30th Sept - 2nd October 2016,  
 at Swallowford House, Stone, Nr. Stafford 

 
Cursillo Leaders’ Workshops are for ordained and lay people 

who want to know more about Cursillo. 
They include talks and opportunities for discussion,  

as well as sharing in worship and fellowship. 
 

For all Cursillo Leaders Workshop enquiries:- 

Mrs Jan Watts, CLW Administrator 

245 Filey Road, Scarborough, North Yorkshire YO11 3AE 
E.MAIL: admin@anglicancursillo.co.uk  

 

Mr Paul Thacker, CLW Convenor, Chapel Cottage, Chedburgh Road, 
Chevington, Bury St, Edmunds,Suffolk, IP29 5QU  

E.MAIL: clw@anglicancursillo.co.uk 

Should you need application forms just e mail Jan at the above address.  

CURSILLO LEADERS’  
WORKSHOPS 



 

9 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CLW?  
The CLW is for all who want to know more about Cursillo. All are welcome, lay or 
ordained. Those who have any leadership role should certainly attend before, or as 
soon as possible after taking office.  
 
WHAT IS INCLUDED?  
An opportunity for sharing in worship & fellowship , hearing talks on the following and 
discussing their content with people from other diocesan / provincial movements: 
 

 The Purpose of Cursillo including: Cursillo and the fundamentals of Christian Living 

 The Church and the place of the movement 

 Forming a Movement including: The Fourth Day First, The Groups – Reunion  
Ultreya 

 Spiritual Direction 

 Making the Movement Work including: The Servant Community, The Pre-Cursillo, 
The Authentic Three Day Week-end, The Cursillo Leader 

 Looking Ahead 

 Taking the information and ideas back to the diocese and sharing them with the 
leaders there. 

 
WHO LEADS A CLW?  
Those who make up the leadership of the presenting team for a CLW have themselves 
already attended a CLW and are leaders from within the British Anglican Cursillo 
movement. Three people make up the team which includes a Spiritual Director.  
 
CLWs run from 5.30p.m. on the first evening to around 2pm on the final day. The full 
cost of a weekend is £175 which includes board and room. A £60 per person non-
returnable deposit is required on booking. The balance is due one month before the 
week-end. It is recommended that private holiday insurance is obtained. Please send 
application forms with cheque for deposit made out to “British Anglican Cursillo Council 
BACC” to Jan Watts at the address below.  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION  
Bookings should be made no less than 2 months before the week-end and places are 
allocated on a first come first served basis. (Though last minute places are sometimes 
available – contact Jan Watts to enquire).  
 
These two days are a lifting up of the ideals of the Cursillo method.  A CLW can be an 
inspiring and spiritual experience, but does not attempt to repeat the Three Day 
Weekend experience.  
 

Please contact the CLW Covenor, Mr Paul Thacker for more information: 
Address: Chapel Cottage, Chedburgh Road, Chevington,  

Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP29 5QU 
Email: clw@anglicancursillo.co.uk • Tel: 07909 730973 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 
Meeting God in Mark by Rowan Williams 
First published in Great Britain in 2014,  
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,   
36, Causton Street, London SW1P 4ST       
www.spckpublishing.co.uk 
 
Born in 1950, Rowan Williams was educated in 
Swansea and Cambridge. He studied for his 
theology doctorate in Oxford.  From 1977 
until 1986, he was engaged in academic and 
parish work in Cambridge, before returning to 
Oxford as Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity. In 1992 Professor Williams 
became Bishop of Monmouth, and in 1999 he was elected as Archbishop 
of Wales. He became Archbishop of Canterbury in late 2002 with ten 
years’ experience as a diocesan bishop and three as a primate in the 
Anglican Communion. As archbishop, his main responsibilities were 
pastoral – whether leading his own diocese of Canterbury and the 
Church of England, or guiding the Anglican Communion worldwide. At 
the end of 2012, after ten years as archbishop, he stepped down and 
moved to a new role as Master of Magdalene College, Cambridge.  
Professor Williams is acknowledged internationally as an outstanding 
theological writer and teacher as well as an accomplished poet and 
translator. 
 
“Meeting God in Mark” is based on a short series of Holy Week talks 
given by Rowan Williams in Canterbury Cathedral in 2010. In the 
introduction he suggests that we should “read Mark slowly, to go back 
over the surface simplicity of the text and tune in to some of the deeper 
themes – above all to listen to the various ways in which Mark is 
challenging us not simply to read but to expose ourselves to a new and 
transforming relationship with the figure at the heart of his story. The 
point of the Gospel is that we should encounter there a reality alarmingly 
beyond human expectation and human capacity; and that through this 
encounter we should be changed bit by bit into the sort of person who 
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can actually understand what is asked from us and what has been made 
possible for us in the life and death and rising of Jesus.” 
 
As I read this book, slowly as suggested, I became every more aware of 
the purposes of Mark in writing the Gospel and the urgency of the 
message he conveys. What is more I became ever more aware of the 
voice of God, speaking through the life, work, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  Every paragraph encourages you to pause, reflect, ponder 
and want to learn more. 
 
Later on we used the book, numbering three chapters followed by 
questions to think about, as a basis for discussion in our Home Group at 
St John’s Church, Stanmore, when members were impressed by the 
depth of thought expressed throughout the text.  The ideas gave rise to 
many a lively discussion and we came away feeling we had learnt a great 
deal and were left with much still to ponder. 
 
I thoroughly recommend this book. 

Pat Stevens     London #17 

Dates for your diary  
 

11th June 2016 
Ultreya at All Hallows  

by the Tower 11 June 2016,  
 

25 June 7.30 pm.  
Barn dance at Holy Innocents 

Kingsbury 
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action 
ACTION: Working towards transforming the world for Christ, 

‘living and working to God’s praise and glory’. 

FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR 
 

As I write this Advent is well under way and 
2015 is drawing rapidly to a close.   
 
Since my last report we have had another 
successful Weekend at the Royal Foundation of 
St Katharine, ably led by Heather Chamberlain 
and her wonderful staff team made up of old 
hands and a few newcomers.  We had a smaller 
number of pilgrims than usual, but small is 
often good and the Magnificent Seven certainly 
lived up to their billing. It was a pleasure to 
welcome back Rev’d Alison Tyler who presided 
and preached at our Closing Service and to see 
many old friends who came along to support our new Cursillistas.  Please 
read their reflections of the Weekend and Heather’s report on page 17. 
 
Preparations are already underway for London #30 (12-15 May 2016) 
and we’re hoping for a full house this time.  Please pray for prospective 
pilgrims and consider whether you could act as a sponsor. It is important 
to get the necessary forms in as soon as possible as it is very difficult to 
make plans until we have confirmation of final numbers.  Martin Carr will 
be Lay Rector and the Rev’ds Rosemia Brown and Brandy Pearson will be 
the Spiritual Advisers.   
 
At the Closing Service Rosemia will be commissioned as our new 
Diocesan Spiritual Director, taking over from Gareth Bevan who has 
completed his term of office.  
 

Jane Coan 
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Fr Gareth has worked tirelessly for London Cursillo, particularly in raising 
the profile of Cursillo amongst the clergy and he has been a tremendous 
support to me and to the Secretariat. So let us show him our 
appreciation by giving him a really good send-off, (not that he’s going 
anywhere!), and show our support for Rosemia as she takes the baton.  
As the Closing Service falls on Pentecost Sunday it should be a real roof-
raiser so be sure to put May 15 in your diaries. 
 
At the end of November David Hudson (BACC Rep) and I travelled to 
Exeter to attend a British Anglican Cursillo Council Meeting.  As ever, it 
was good to link up with Cursillistas from all over the UK and exchange 
ideas. We were privileged to be joined by Rt. Revd Sarah Mullally, Bishop 
of Crediton, who gave a wonderful talk on the significance of prayer to all 
religions and the power it has to shape our lives and transform society. 
 
Prayer is at the heart of all we do in Cursillo and was the topic of our All 
Day Secretariat meeting in September.  As a result I’m delighted to say 
that we now have a team of people who meet together regularly to pray 
specifically for Cursillo both locally and worldwide. Please see our article 
on page 24 for more information. 
 
Not only are we called to pray, but we are also called to meet together 
and provoke one another to love and good deeds.  By doing this we are 
helping to build up the church by making disciples and growing leaders to 
work alongside the clergy.  
 
The Cursillo method is so effective that sometimes it seems we have 
become the victim of our own success!  Several of our Cursillistas have 
been called to the priesthood, Fr Gareth being just one example, and 
more recently Julia Bevis-Knowles who was priested in July and Mark 
Arnold and Stuart Melchor who are currently in training. Our simple 
discipline of prayer, study and action and meeting together in small 
groups is a proven method and is too good to keep to ourselves. It is the 
vision of BACC to make it available, with permission from our diocesan 
bishops, to all churches and enable others to benefit from our 
experiences.  Exeter Cursillo, with support and encouragement from 
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their Bishop, has produced a very good leaflet which is 
now available in every church in their Diocese. I 
shall be taking this to our Secretariat for 
discussion in the New Year and hopefully we 
will make it our vision for London in 2016. 
Please pray for us as we seek the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit to take this forward in the right 
way. 
 
I’d like to thank the Secretariat members for all their hard 
work and commitment this year and the many Cursillistas who help out 
in a myriad of ways behind the scenes.  Many thanks to all of you who 
help out financially and enable others to experience the love of God 
through Cursillo – we couldn’t exist without your support. Above all, 
thank you for your continued prayers as we journey on into another year. 
 
 
 
 
With many blessings, 
  
Jane 
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REV’D PREBENDARY ROSEMIA BROWN,  
AREA DEAN OF HACKNEY  

 
Let’s heartily congratulate Rev’d Prebendary 
Rosemia Brown, a much-loved Cursillo Spiritual 
Adviser, on her appointment as Area Dean of 
Hackney, a new role in her ever-expanding 
portfolio. 
 
In a lively telephone conversation, she reflects 
on an Area Dean’s list of duties, which she 
received from the Bishop of London with whom 
she works closely, that facilitate relationships 
between parishes and the Diocese in both directions.   
 
Describing her new role, Rev’d Rosemia counts 22 churches in the 
Deanery. She finds she can walk around five churches in four hours, so 
visits to them keep her healthy in body, mind and spirit, preparing her 
admirably for a walk she is undertaking in January 2016 to raise funds to 
support Palestinian children.  Each visit enables her to speak with parish 
clergy and staff and offer her support where appropriate, as in the case 
of a sick priest. 
 
An important duty is the support of Interregnums by helping Church 
Wardens to provide priestly coverage for services and to draw up parish 
profiles.  There are four and a half Interregna on the go in Hackney at the 
moment.  The ‘half’ is a church that has appointed an incumbent, but is 
still awaiting its new vicar’s institution and induction.  As an Area Dean, 
Rosemia is joint chair of the Deanery Synod, a member of the Deanery 
Chapter and an Ex-Officio member of the Area Council, contributing to 
these bodies on behalf of the Deanery.  As if all this isn’t enough, in the 
absence of an archdeacon, she is one of three Area Deans who share the 
Archdeacon’s work.  
 
“It’s all part of the territory”, she says.   
 

Revd Rosemia Brown 
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Yet Rosemia finds that expansion of scope in her work gives her an ever-
widening overview, insight and understanding into the needs, 
opportunities and potential of the area, which leads to informed support 
and decisions.    
 
Fortunately her work is supported  by four sub-deans, all friends, good 
men and true, creating a team that works well,  She couldn’t ask for 
better. 
 
Adding to her current responsibilities, Rosemia takes over from Father 
Gareth as Spiritual Director of  Cursillo in the Diocese of London in May 
2016.  She looks forward to developing this role, giving leadership, yet 
working on an equal level with fellow Cursillistas, so that all continue to 
learn from and support each other.  She derives great strength from the 
prayer life that is so central to Cursillo.   
 
Rosemia expresses delight that the Bishop commented on the good start 
she has made to her work as Area Dean.  How does she manage such a 
busy life with so much responsibility?  She stresses the importance of  
bringing quietness and quality into what the Lord has called her to do at 
this particular moment, rather than diluting “the Eternal Now” by worry 
about the thousand and one other things you have to do next. 
“In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength”. 
 
And what of the future?   Rosemia will visit her native Seychelles in 
January. Then in the long term, she hints, when retirement eventually 
beckons, it’s been suggested  that she might write a book.  Perhaps we 
should open a subscription list now.   
 
 
 
 
God bless you, Prebendary Rosemia, in all you do. x  
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WEEKEND #29 – LAY RECTOR’S REPORT 

It was a great privilege to have been asked to take on the seemingly 
daunting role of Lay Rector for London Cursillo #29, something I never 
expected, having always served previously as Music Assistant.  However, 
throughout the whole experience, I know that God was holding us, the 
Staff and the Pilgrims in the palm of His hand, guiding and inspiring us all 
every step of the way as we journeyed along our weekend pilgrimage. 
 
October 29th 2015 dawned rather grey, but that didn’t subdue the 
excited Staff team that gathered in good time at St Katharine’s.  We 
quickly discovered that preparations were well underway in the Chapel; 
this enabled us to have our Staff commissioning Eucharist right at the 
start of the Weekend which we all greatly appreciated.  Following our 
meeting and final preparations, which were achieved effortlessly and 
smoothly thanks to our wonderful team, we managed to take a short 
breather before greeting the Pilgrims as they arrived. 
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All were safely gathered in before a warming and delicious evening meal, 
and as the seven Pilgrims gradually allowed themselves to “let go and let 
God” as the weekend unfolded, we knew that “All would be well, and all 
manner of things would be well” (to paraphrase Julian of Norwich!).  
That symbol of Cursillo, the rainbow, God’s covenant with His people, 
was very much at the forefront of my mind throughout the weekend: we 
are like that glorious spectrum of colours, with our different 
personalities, God-given gifts and backgrounds – Rainbow People.  We 
come to Cursillo to be strengthened and united in our faith, to be open 
to the Spirit and to each other through Prayer, Study and Action, 
enabling us to become Ambassadors for Christ on our Fourth Day. 
 
Each Cursillo is a unique experience, and certainly London #29 was no 
exception.  It started quietly and despite a few fluctuations in dynamics 
along the way, little by little everything built up to a magnificent 
crescendo, culminating in our gloriously joyful Closing Service, celebrated 
on a beautiful, golden afternoon.  We were delighted that all the 
sponsors were able to be with us for this and that they each had a role to 
play in the service.  Our Pilgrims in so many ways expressed their 
heartfelt appreciation for everything they had received during the 
weekend, and I and the team feel so blessed to have been part of their 
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CAN YOU HELP? 

 

Are you able to give 

a regular donation  

to further the work of  

Cursillo in the Diocese of London  

- however small or large? 

 

If so, please consider  

giving a fixed amount every month,  

direct from your bank,  

through a Standing Order. 

 

Do you pay tax?  

If so, compete a Gift Aid Form too  

so that we can claim a further  

25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate  

 

MANY THANKS ~ ULTREYA! 



 

B 

Standing Order 
To the Manager ____________________________ Bank plc 

Branch Address:  ___________________________________  

  ___________________________________  

  ___________________________________  

  ___________________________________  

Branch Sort Code: ______-______-______ 

Account Number:  ___________________________________  

Please pay to: 

Cursillo in the Diocese of London (Account No:  21262718 ) 

HSBC Bank plc ( Sort Code:  40—05—27) 

 

The sum of £ ______ on the ______ day of _________ 20 ______ 

And thereafter on the same day of each month until further notice. 

Signature _____________________   Date: ______________ 

 

When completed, send this form to your bank, 

and to the Honorary Treasurer 

Mr Burnett Brown 

134 Rushmore Road, Clapton, London E5 0EY 

Telephone: 020 8985 1750 / 07740 095 779 



 

C 

Gift Aid Declaration 
 

Title  __________________   Surname:  ____________________  

Christian Names   ______________________________________  

Address:   ___________________________________________  

  ___________________________________________  

 _____________________  Postcode: _____________  

Email :   ___________________________________________  

 

I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 years to: Cursillo in the Diocese of 
London 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/
or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any 
difference.  

Signature: ______________________  Date:  ________________  

Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your 
name or home address or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income 
and/or capital gains  
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to 
receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your 
Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM 
Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

When completed, send this form to: 
Jennifer Neve,  

1 Woodland Heights, 95 Ducks Hill Road, 
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 2SQ 

Telephone: 01923 824 364 / 07989 378840 



 

D 
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journey.  The singing was 
exceptional, the Talks 
outstanding and inspirational, 
the services calming and 
uplifting by turn, the 
discussions challenging, but 
fruitful, while the artwork was 
extremely creative (especially 
in the Pilgrims’ use of the 
fallen autumnal leaves). 
We felt especially supported 
by prayer this weekend, as we 
knew that not only had the 
new London Cursillo Prayer 
Group been praying for us, but 
also that people from different 
churches in the diocese were 
supporting us in a continuous 
prayer chain throughout the 
weekend.  This was beautifully represented by a butterfly Palanca 
garland that Karen Small made and looped up in the Conference Room, 
each butterfly naming a particular church or person praying for us at a 
specific time.  This was a truly wonderful and moving gift to us all.  Thank 
you so much to all of you who were involved in this. 
 
We are extremely grateful to the smiling staff at St Katharine’s who again 
looked after us so kindly and generously, providing us with comfortable 
accommodation and excellent, varied cuisine.  We especially appreciated 
Fr Gareth’s Grace before lunch on the Friday: “Bless this bunch as they 
munch their lunch”! 
 
My special thanks go to Jane Coan, who, during the last year, so calmly 
and efficiently prepared me for this most truly memorable weekend, 
giving of her time so thoughtfully and lovingly.  The London #29 team 
(four of whom hadn’t staffed before) was a truly happy band of pilgrims 
to work with and I thank them all for their wonderful friendship, support 
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and giving of their amazing talents in the service of our special Pilgrims.  
We all truly benefitted from the wisdom, kindness and listening skills of 
our Spiritual Advisers, Father Gareth and Father Ken.  In particular I 
would like to thank Pat Stevens who, as Lay Rector’s Assistant, carried 
me through the weekend with such tireless energy and with great 
attention to detail.  I must also mention Tricia Hughes who was serving 
with us at a time of great upheaval: she was, just at this time, in the 
throes of moving house to Dorset and was about to leave family and 
many dear friends behind.  We wish her and her husband well in their 
new environment where we are sure she will bloom where she is 
planted!  Thank you, Tricia, for all you have done for Cursillo. 
 
We are also very grateful to both David Hudson and Helen Pye-Beraet 
who gave of their time so generously by helping us to put everything in 
place at St Katharine’s and by clearing up afterwards in the twinkling of 
an eye! 
 
We continue to hold the Pilgrims of London #29 in our prayers as they 
venture on in their Fourth Day and give many heartfelt thanks for the 
love, laughter, companionship and joy that we all shared during this 
really special time. 
 
 
 
 
Heather Chamberlain 
 
 
 
Pilgrim’s comments are on the next page 
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Many words come to mind when I think of the Cursillo weekend: 
surprising, overwhelming, enlightening, thought provoking, peaceful, 
uplifting, friendly, comforting and spiritual but most of all I was totally 
overwhelmed by the love shared by all those people who gave their 
time in preparation and prayer for me to make the weekend such a 
wonderful experience. I felt thoroughly spoilt by love, kindness and 
generosity. It has certainly shown me a fraction of the power of God's 
love and has given me an inner peace to help me along as I journey 
through my 4th day.  Thank you God. 

Sue Worker 

All aspects of the Cursillo experience were enjoyable.  I particularly 
remember the atmosphere of the weekend and I made some good 
friends.  I felt very blessed by the weekend and a number of things 
have come out of it for me.  I have much to look forward to.  

Julie Holmes 

I found the weekend worthwhile and 
would recommend it to anyone.  If you 
go with an open mind you will receive 
much from the experience and be 
guaranteed a very warm welcome.  For 
me the weekend represented 
everything that could be expected 
from a Christian community.  

Bai Bai Conteh 

It was amazing to know 
that so many were 
praying for us before and 
during the weekend. The 
support from around the 
world was tremendous. 

Margaret Cobley 

PLIGRIMS’ COMMENTS 
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The National Ultreya was held in 
Blackburn Cathedral this year. A 
group of us travelled up  from 
London. Some went by train and 
others by car. We all arrived at 
The Premier Inn just south of 
the city on the Friday evening. 
 
On the Saturday Cursillistas from 
all over the country converged 
on the cathedral. It was 
wonderful meeting old friends 
that we only see once a year and 
the singing was as uplifting as 
usual. The whole event 
happened in the cathedral and 
was of a simple format without 
too many trimmings. There were 
no 'goodie bags' just a booklet for the day and a wristband in rainbow 
colours saying Blackburn Ultreya GB 2015. There was an hour allocated 
for the Floating Group Reunion which allowed time for everyone to say 
something about Piety, Study and Action. Seeing the banners from all the 
Cursillo Dioceses was a spine tingling experience. The witness talk, given 
by Judith Greenwood, a Blackburn Cursillista, was about her role as a 
Pastoral Assistant.  
 
The Bishop of Blackburn was celebrant for the afternoon Eucharist and 
the Bishop of Lancaster gave the sermon. 
 
At the end of the service the banners processed out to loud applause and 
cheers. Some Cursillistas stayed on for Lancashire Hotpot in the 
Cathedral cafe but we headed back to our hotel and enjoyed a meal 
together. 
 

ULTREYA GB 2015 - BLACKBURN 



 

23 

On the Sunday we went on to 
Blackpool to see the famous 
illuminations. A smaller group 
then went on to Liverpool to 
complete a marvellous few days 
away. 
 
Next year the Ultreya GB will be 
in York. It is worth making the 
effort to attend. It looks like being 
another amazing event - Book NOW!! 
 
Helen P-B. 
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A NEW LONDON CURSILLO PRAYER GROUP 
 
We are happy to announce the formation of a 
new London Cursillo Prayer Group, which 
meets regularly.  We pray for the Worldwide 
Cursillo Movement, for Cursillo in the U.K. 
and for individual Cursillistas.  If you would 
like urgent prayer support for yourself or for 
someone close to you who is ill or in any kind 
of need, or if you would like us to pray for a 
particular 4th Day project or new venture, please 
contact any of the following people.  We will then circulate your request 
to each other and to the wider members of the group and will pray for 
you: 
 
Rafy and Harry Stobart:   
Tel:  020 77943485  • Email: harry.stobart@btinternet.com 
 
Paula James:   
Mob:  077221 64493 (please text or leave a voicemail) 
 
Elizabeth Metivier:   
Email: ej.metivier@googlemail.com 
 
 

SUPPORT FOR OTHER  U.K. DIOCESES BY LONDON CURSILLO 
 
You remember how wonderful it was to receive Palanca on your weekend 
from Cursillistas far and wide. Looking ahead, we also want to encourage 
greater prayer support of U.K. weekends by London Cursillo.  
 
Our vision is for each group reunion to adopt a U.K. Diocese and then to 
send individual Palanca to pilgrims and staff on that weekend. This will be 
in addition to the general Palanca we currently sign up to pray for at our 
Ultreyas.  
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Tribute to Frank Smith  

 

It was with deep sadness that we 
learned that our dear friend Frank 
Smith passed away in October 2015. 
 
Frank and Ruth were involved in 
Canterbury Cursillo, the diocese 
that ‘gifted’ Cursillo to London and 
helped set up our first Weekend in 
2000. Ann Fuller, our first Lay 
Director writes, 
 
The second London Weekend took place from March 15th- 18th 2001 
and it was  London's responsibility to run it and provide the majority of 
the staff.  
 
 We were able to fill most roles but were still short of experienced people 
to be table leaders so the Music Cha Cha had to double as table leader!  I 
asked the Lay Director of Canterbury to provide the remaining 3 table 
leaders. And how blessed we were that two of them were Frank and Ruth 
Smith! From then on they never lost touch with us. 
 
Frank was a lovely, gentle man and a conscientious table leader. I vividly 
remember something that occurred on London 2 when I was Lay Rector. 
As you will remember, table groups often have prayer times in the chapel 
together. After one such time Frank came to me very concerned. One of 
his pilgrims had prayed in tongues which had really frightened another 
pilgrim who had never experienced this kind of prayer.  Frank was 
concerned about how to manage the situation so we talked about 
arranging another prayer time but ensuring it was structured and that he 
and the other leader started and finished it This happened and he was 
able to tell me it had gone very well. It was a difficult situation and he 

IN MEMORY 
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handled it well.  
 
Frank and Ruth subsequently staffed on Weekends 6, 8,10 and 16 and 
until recently regularly made the journey from Whitstable to support us 
at our Closing Services. 
 
Monica Bolley writes, 
My memories of Frank span around 2 decades. His and Ruth's faithful, 
determined journeys to our London Clausuras will remain with me. Their 
stalwart support of London Cursillo over the years was deeply valued. 
These journeys to the Clausuras were of a considerable distance to and 
from Whitstable in a day. Sometimes arriving just in the nick of time,  
there was a sense that Frank felt he had to be there. Advancing age and 
infirmity did not stand in his way. On arrival, with his eyes so bright, and 
his words so sincere, he conveyed deep love and warmth for our Saviour 
Jesus Christ and for us his children. 
 
Rest in peace dear Frank. 
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Tribute to Olga Daley from Edith Cuff 

 
Olga Daley, a cursillista for many years, a Eucharistic minister, a 
Welcomer, and a florist of All Soul's Church Harlesden, passed away at 
home to be with her Lord on Monday 7th December. Although death is 
certain this was a shock to all of us. 
 
Olga and I presided at a Prayer Meeting for a member of her family and 
were hoping to be at the funeral in the church on 8th December. 
Unfortunately, neither of us was present. The news of her death was 
given to me (a patient) in St. Mary's Hospital W2.  
 
Olga was a quiet person and was very happy in carrying out her duties in 
church. She was a member of the Bible Study and Prayer Group, a keen 
listener and partaker. Her faith was enriched by attending the Cursillo 
fellowship. 
 
A requiem Mass which was well attended was said on Saturday 19th 
December. It was lovely to see Mrs. Monica Bolley representing Cursillo. 
A card of sympathy from the Prayer Group of Cursillo in the London 
Diocese was read. 
 
Our sympathy goes out to all who mourn especially her only child (son) 
Colin and his family. 
 
Her funeral will be on Friday 15th January at 11am at All Soul's 
Church,  Station Road, Harlesden. 
 
She will be greatly missed. May she rest in peace and rise in Glory. 
 
Ethel Cuff. 
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Our Heartiest congratulations are extended to 
The Revd Beverly Mason , Vicar of All Saints 
Bingley , on her appointment as Archdeacon of 
Richmond and Craven in the Diocese of West 
Yorkshire and the Dales. ''The Rev Bev '' was 
one of the Spiritual Directors on London #13 - 
a memorable weekend !! . Our Spiritual 
Director - Fr Gareth - was then the Lay Rector . 

On Sunday October 25th, during Choral 
Evensong in Leicester Cathedral, The Rev’d 
Alison Christian together with 6 lay members 
and one other priest was installed as an 
Honorary Canon of the Cathedral. 
During her time as Rector of St John the 

Evangelist, Great Stanmore, Alison was one of 

the spiritual advisors at Cursillo weekends. Since 

her move to be Warden of Launde Abbey, the retreat house of 

Leicester and Peterborough Diocese, she has continued to act as a 

spiritual advisor for Leicester Diocese Cursillo. 

The Revd Rosemia Brown - Vicar of St James, 
Clapton and Prebendary of St Paul's Cathedral 
and Spiritual Adviser to Cursillo in London - has 
been made Area Dean of Hackney.  
We send her our heartiest congratulations and 
best wishes. 

NEWS 
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Canterbury Cursillo is hosting the 2016 BACC Pilgrimage 
which begins on Tuesday 19th July 2016 and ends on Friday 
22nd July 2016. 
 
The Pilgrimage will be based at THE FRIARS – AYLESFORD PRIORY in 
Kent. http://www.thefriars.org.uk  which has been the Spiritual Home 
of Canterbury Cursillo for many years. 
 
 
TUESDAY 19th. Arrive at The Friars anytime before 4.30 pm.  
 Before retiring to the comfortable accommodation, 

there will be an excellent supper, a talk about The 
Carmelites by a Carmelite brother, an act of 
worship in the Cloister Chapel and an introduction 
to the Pilgrimage by our Pilgrimage Guide, Canon 
Christopher Dent.  

 A bar will be available following supper. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 20th.  After a hearty breakfast, our luxury coach will be 

waiting to take us to the Isle of Thanet in Kent 
where we will visit some historic and Spiritual sites 
of great interest.  

 Lunch will be taken at a charming riverside inn 
following which we will travel towards the north 
Kent coast for a most engaging afternoon.  

 In the early evening we will enjoy a splendid fish 

BACC 

BACC PILGRIMAGE 2016 
“A KENTISH PILGRIMAGE  

FROM BERTHA TO BECKET” 

http://www.thefriars.org.uk/
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and chip supper in the delightful ancient seaside 
town of Whitstable followed by a short time of 
worship in a local church.  

 We then return to The Friars - the bar will be open. 
 
 
THURSDAY 21st.  Following breakfast, we board our coach and head 

to Canterbury. There is much to see and do in this 
wonderful city but we will have some shopping 
time and be free to find our own lunch.   

 We shall celebrate the Eucharist in the Cathedral.  
Supper in a nearby church hall will be a “bring-and-
share” provided by local Cursillistas.  

 It will be a rather special evening themed “An 
evening of entertainment with Canterbury 
Cursillo”. On our return to The Friars - the bar will 
be open. 

 
 
FRIDAY 22nd.  Our final breakfast and worship service in The 

Friars. Coffee will be available and we are free to 
depart.  

 There is no rush and for those who wish to stay 
longer at The Friars, there is an excellent cafe on 
site.  

 
 
 

Please see the next page for the booking form. 
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 BACC PILGRIMAGE 2016 
“A KENTISH PILGRIMAGE – FROM BERTHA TO BECKET” 

The Friars, Aylesford Priory, Aylesford, Kent. ME20 7BX.    
19th-22nd July 2016. 

The cost is £295.00. A non-refundable deposit of £95.00 must be received 
with this completed booking form no later than 31st March 2016.  

The balance of £200.00 must be paid by 1st June 2016. 
 
 
Name:  ___________________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________  

Email Address: _____________________________________________________  

Telephone Number: _________________________________________________  

 

Cursillo Diocese: 

 _________________________________________________________________  

 

Dietary Requirements:- ______________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 

Do you have any mobility issues ? ______________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________  
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 ACCOMODATION 
Are you willing to share a twin room? (  )    
Would you like a room for a couple ?(  )   
Do you need a disabled room ? (  )                      
(We have some disabled and single rooms and but these need to be booked early) 

 
Are you a member of English Heritage ?  

 
 
 

 
All cheques made payable to ‘CANTERBURY CURSILLO’ or  

by bank transfer to Sort Code 30-91-60. Account No. 00405730.  
Your reference should be your name and the word BACC. 

 
N.B. It is important to take out holiday insurance as any cancellations 

are not refundable. 

 
Please send this form to:       

JANE DAVIS.  
42 Richmond Meech Drive,  

Kennington, 
Ashford,  

Kent. TN24 9RF.   
TEL: 07948 381681 

 
Email:   bookings@canterburycursillo.org  

 
 

   BACC looks forward to welcoming you to the 
Pilgrimage !! 

mailto:aimee.babbs@ntlworld.combookings@canterburycursillo.org
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Ultreya GB 2016 will take place on Saturday 3rd 
September 2016 and will be hosted by York Cursillo. 

 

The York Cursillo Community is eagerly looking forward to giving a warm Yorkshire 
welcome to Cursillistas from across the nation for Ultreya GB 2016. 

Make a weekend of it. 

En suite B&B available at the University for just £47.00 pp per night 

The Celebration Eucharist will be held in the beautiful Quire of York Minster at 11.30am.  
There is a maximum capacity of 500 so you need to book early.   

 

IT’S VITAL THAT YOU BOOK AND COLLECT YOUR  
MINSTER TICKETS AT REGISTRATION ON THE DAY. 

 

The Ultreya itself will be held from 2.30pm in the Central Hall of York 
University, the venue General Synod use when it meets in York. Registration 
will be from 8.15am at the Central Hall where FREE CAR PARKING will be 
available. Tea & coffee will also be provided. 

 

From 9.45 there will be a convoy of FREE buses to take us into the city for the banner 
procession from Parliament St (outside M&S). Led by a marching band, we’ll walk right 
through the heart of the city, past the Mansion House and Betty’s world famous 
Tearoom, to the Minster.  

 

If you are coming by train, you can get to the University for registration by local bus from 
outside the station.  But if you wish you can join the procession in Parliament St at 10.30 
and register when you get to the Minster. But we need to know in advance (see the 
booking form). 

 

After the service the buses will be on hand to take us back to the University and they will 
run from 1.00pm till 2.15pm. So you’ll be able to go straight back and have your picnic 
beside the University lake (there is shelter in the unlikely event of rain!) or use University 
Library Cafe. But if you want to eat in the city and travel back later there will be time .  

 

There will be lots of space for stalls in the Central Hall reception area and tea & coffee will 
be available throughout the day. Use the Booking Form to book a stall. 



 

35 

Overnight accommodation. 
We’ve been able to negotiate special rates for B&B en suite accommodation in the 
University halls.  Single rooms are just £47 per person per night. There’s also a few 
double rooms at £94 per room per night; but hurry, first come first served! (You won’t 
find accommodation at that price anywhere else in York). 

So come for the weekend and stay Friday and / or Saturday night. 

 

Saturday evening supper &  entertainment 
We’ll be dancing to Fiddlers Wreck Ceilidh Band in the Dining Hall of Vanbrugh College at 
the University. A supper of steak & mushroom pie, mash and vegetables will be laid on 
(plus vegetarian option) and a cash bar will be available.  

All this for an inclusive price of just £12 per person! 

 

The full weekend programme will be: 
Friday.  

2.30 pm Standing Committee Meeting, Vanbrugh College 

 

Saturday. 

8.15 am Registration in the University Central Hall. Free refreshments and stalls. 

9.45 am Buses start to leave for the City Centre. 

10.45 am Procession with Cursillo Banners to the Minster. 

11.30 am The Celebration Eucharist in Quire of York Minster . 

1.00 pm Buses shuttle back to University & lunch 

2.30 pm Worship songs in Central Hall 

2.45 pm Welcome back and floating reunion groups. 

3.30 pm Witness Talk and responses. 

4.00 pm Final songs, worship and closing remarks. 

4.30 pm Ultreya finishes. 

6.30 pm Supper served in Vanbrugh College. 

7.00pm  Dancing commences!  

 

Sunday. 

Free time to attend the Minster and explore historic York. 

 

 

To book your place at Ultreya GB 2016, your accommodation and your Saturday evening 
ticket, please fill in the booking form that you’ll find at www.yorkcursillo.org 

Booking form can be downloaded here and it is also available on the York Cursillo website 
at www.yorkcursillo.org/cursillo-ultreya-gb-2016-in-york 
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LONDON CURSILLO LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

The Secretariat is a committed leadership team from around the Diocese, 
serving Cursillo in the Diocese. Membership is as follows: 

 
Lay Director  Jane Coan .......................................... 020 8868 0435 
 laydirector@londoncursillo.org.uk 
 
Spiritual Director The Rev’d Gareth Bevan ................... 020 8908 3719 
 spiritualdirector@londoncursillo.org.uk  
 
Secretary Anna Dias........................................... 020 8423 5159 
 secretary@londoncursillo.org.uk 
 
Treasurer Burnett Brown ................................... 020 8985 1750 
 treasurer@londoncursillo.org.uk 
 
BACC Representative David Hudson   ................................... 01895 632962 
 bacc@londoncursillo.org.uk 
 
Pre-Cursillo and Pat Stevens ........................................ 020 8954 6525 
Publicity Representative precursillo@londoncursillo.org.uk 
 publicity@londoncursillo.org.uk 
 
Weekend Representative Helen Pye-Beraet   .............................. 01895 678695 
 weekend@londoncursillo.org.uk 
 
4th Day Representative Carl Berry  .......................................... 020 8204 3451 
 4thdayrep@londoncursillo.org.uk 

CURSILLO® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Registered Charity No 1082984.  
Affiliated to the British Anglican Cursillo Council 

Why not take a fresh 
look at the  

website today? 


