
 

28 

LONDON CURSILLO LEADERSHIP TEAM 
  

The Secretariat is a committed leadership team from around the Diocese, 
serving Cursillo in the Diocese.  Membership is as follows: 
 

 

Lay Director   Jennifer Neve  
      01923 692672 (work);  01923 824364 (home) 

     1 Woodland Heights, 95 Ducks Hill Rd 
     Northwood, HA6 2SQ 
     j.neve@turretgroup.com 
 
 

Spiritual Director   The Revd Alison Tyler (until 26/01/2013) 
    020 7217 8667 (work);  020 7207 0756 (home) 
    75 Erlanger Rd, New Cross, SE14 5QT 
    alison.tyler01@hmps.gsi.gov.uk 
    ar.tyler@ntlworld.com 

  
 

Secretary        Deirdre Davis 020 8429 1291 
     31 Collins Drive, Ruislip, HA4 9EL 
     pdee99@gmail.com 
 
 

Treasurer    David Hudson 01895 632962 
     72 College Drive, Ruislip, HA4 8SB 
     huddodave@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

BACC Representative  Jane Altman      020 8954 2889 
     4 West Drive, Harrow Weald, HA3 6TS 
     jane@jaltman.plus.com 
 
 

Pre-Cursillo Representative Vacant 
 
 

Weekend Representative Jane Coan  020 8868 0435      
   23 Deane Croft Road, Eastcote, HA5 1SS 
   janecoan@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

4th Day Representative  Mark Arnold (until 26/01/2013)   0208 966 9574 
   108 Whittington Way, Pinner, HA5 5JX 

     mjrarnold@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Publicity Representative Sue Cobb (until 26/01/2013)   020 8582 2734 
     9 Ryan Close, Eastcote, HA4 9LB 
     suecobb2003@yahoo.co.uk 
 

CURSILLO® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.    Registered Charity No 1082984.   Affiliated to the British Anglican Cursillo Council 

Cursillo is a movement of the Church 

providing a method 

by which Christians are empowered to grow 

through prayer, study and action 

and enabled to share God’s love with everyone 
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Why not take a fresh look at the website today? 
 

www.londoncursillo.org.uk 

  

If you have any queries or comments 

relating to this magazine, 

please contact the Editor, Sue Cobb  

(see the back cover for contact details). 
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This will be another wonderful 

occasion - an opportunity to meet 

friends and Cursillistas from all 

over Britain.   If you have never 

attended one of these National 

Ultreyas, do try to come:  you  
will enjoy it!    

 

For further information as it 

becomes available, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/

UkUltreyaWakefield2013 
 

“It is always the simple 

things that change our 

lives. And these things 

never happen when you are 

looking for them to happen.  Life 

will reveal answers at the pace 

life wishes to do so.  You feel 

like running, but life is on a 

stroll.  This is how God does 

things.” 

Donald Miller 

American Author and Public Speaker 

 

ULTREYA GB 2012 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

 of the amazing day in 

September 2012 

at St Asaph 

are available at: 
 

http://

andtherewaslight.co.uk/ 

index.php/cursillo-

national-ultreya-2012 
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A WEEKEND SOAKED IN PRAYER AND LOVE... 
 
The time I spent at St Katharine’s was soaked in prayer and love that 
was shared among us.  I found the whole experience emotional, uplifting 

and truly educative as we did lots of study and learnt a 
great deal.  The word ‘fantastic’ comes to me as I think 
of a weekend that not one of us pilgrims will ever 
forget.  We enjoyed every minute of every day.  Truly 
the love of Christ was showered upon us all. 

 
Agnes Mbono 

St James, Clapton 
Pilgrim, London #25 

 

FULL OF FRIENDSHIP, LOVE AND KINDNESS... 
 
During the weekend, I was struck by the atmosphere of 
revival and love, which I felt very strongly.  Everything 
was good and encouraging for Christian people.  The 
discussion was warm, the activities were fun and 
everyone there was full of friendship, love and kindness.   

 
Elizabeth Goodwin 
St James, Clapton 
Pilgrim, London #25 
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PRAYER: Nourishing and strengthening our union with Christ 
and drawing us to lives of holiness. 

 

DATES FOR PRAYER AND FOR THE DIARY 
  
� Please pray for London Cursillo 

Weekend, #26 (24th to 27th October 
2013), for potential pilgrims and for 
the forming of a staff team.   The staff 
team will meet on Saturdays 154h 
September and 12th October to 
prepare for the Weekend.  London 
Weekend #27 will be on 15th to 18th 
May 2014, and London #28 on 30th 
October to 2nd November 2014. 

 N.B. The deadline for receiving booking forms for London #26 
 is 24th July, but do please start to pray for potential pilgrims 
 now so that they can join in Group Reunions and Ultreyas well 
 before this deadline, thus emphasising to them the importance 
 of the 4th Day as a follow-on from the Weekend. 
 
� Please support this year’s AGM, Eucharist and Diocesan Ultreya 

on Saturday 26th January both through prayer and by coming 
along to as much of the day as you possibly can.  See page 11 for 
details. 

 
� Please pray for the Revd Gareth Bevan 

as he takes on the role of Spiritual 
Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of 
London.  We look forward to his 
commissioning by the Venerable David 
Meara, Archdeacon of London, during the 
Eucharist on 26th January.  We also hold 
the Revd Alison Tyler in our prayers as 
she steps down from this role after five 
years of unstinting service, and as she 
takes on new challenges in her desire to 
serve Christ and to help build His 
kingdom here on earth. 
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� We seek your prayers for the upcoming elections on 26th January 
of Cursillistas to join the Secretariat as Pre-Cursillo, Post-Cursillo 
and Publicity Representatives.  We thank Mark 
Arnold and Sue Cobb for all they have done and 
achieved for London Cursillo as they have served in 
the latter two roles over the past three / four years, 
respectively.  They, like Revd Alison, are sad to be 
having to step down at this time but wish their 
successors well.    

 
� Please hold in your prayers the leadership of Cursillo in the 

Diocese, i.e. the Secretariat, and particularly for their meetings on 
26th January, their weekend away together as a ‘new’ team on 9th-
10th February, and on 21st September. 

  
� On Saturday 13th April, Revd Gareth Bevan and Jenny Lowery will 

be leading a Spirituality Day at St Lawrence Church in Eastcote.  
We ask for God’s guidance as they prepare for this day and for His 
guidance as we look to approach others, who are not necessarily 
Cursillistas, to join us.  We pray for all those who attend that they 
may feel inspired and blessed through all the 
opportunities that this day presents. 

 
� Later in April, Revd Gareth and Frances Westcott 

(who will be serving as Lay Rector for London 
#27) will be attending the Cursillo Leaders’ 
Workshop.  Please remember them in your 
prayers as they use this time to develop their 
leadership skills for  serving the Diocese through 
Cursillo. 

  
� Please join your prayers with those of the Secretariat in finding our 

next Lay Director to succeed Jennifer Neve who is due to step 
down in October 2013.  We give thanks for all that Jennifer has 
done, and continues to do, in this key leadership role. 

 
� Please remember in your prayers  a l l 
 those who are sick, including Alison 
 Carey (St John the Evangelist, 
 Stanmore) and the Revd Stephen 
 Dando (St  Lawrence, Eastcote). 
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 PILGRIMS’ REPORTS, LONDON #25 
 

    FEELING CLOSER TO GOD... 
 

I must say I felt very privileged and honoured to have 
been sponsored to attend the Cursillo Weekend.  It 
was an amazing experience!  Taking part in the 
discussions, singing hymns, doing the art work 
(which in some instances caused hilarious laughter) 
and hearing the other pilgrims’ views have all helped 
me in my prayers.   It was so rewarding spiritually and I now feel closer to 
God.  I am certain the other pilgrims will agree with me when I say that 
we were surrounded with such love and care. 
 

Last, but not least, I thank Pat and all her team for their kindness, care 
and attention so warmly given to all the pilgrims.  Only after reflecting on 
the four days spent in listening to talks and discussions etc, does one 
realise the extent of work and organisation involved, which was so 
effortlessly and tirelessly put in. 
 

Once again THANK YOU. I look forward to meeting everyone all again at 
the Ultreya on 26th January. 

Maureen Cooke 
The Ascension, Wembley 

Pilgrim, London #25 

 

Pilgrims, London #25 
Left to right:  Florence Aryemo, Elizabeth Goodwin, Claire Pitter, Maureen 

Cooke, Catherine Dyett, Tinu Oduyoye, Agnes Mbonu, Betty Robson, Pat Adal  
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STAFF TEAM, LONDON #25 

Staff Team, London #25 
Back row (left to right):  Revd Darryl Jordan, Marlize MacCutchan,  

Stuart Melchor, Jennifer Neve, Burnett Brown, Heather Chamberlain. 
Front row (left to right):  David Hudson, Helen Pye-Beraet, Frances Westcott, 

Sally Prendergast, Ellen Ngesi, Pat Stevens, Louisa MacDonald, 
Jane Coan, Jane Altman. 

 

SPONSORING A PILGRIM 
 

Make a friend....   Be a friend....  
Are you ready to become a Cursillo sponsor, and  

Bring a friend to Christ?  
 

Please pray about those friends who you believe  

would benefit from Cursillo, to discern if it is the right time  

for them to make their Cursillo in October 2013 or in May 2014.  
 

London Weekend #26: 24th - 27th October 2013 
Closing date for applications: 24th July 2013   

 

London Weekend #27: 15th - 18th May 2014 
Closing date for applications: 15th February 2014   

 

Booking forms from Deirdre Davis, 31 Collins Drive, Ruislip, HA4 9EL 

Tel: 020 8429 1291;   Email: pdee99@gmail.com  
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� It  is enormously sad  that  Ellen Fish   
 (St Lawrence, Eastcote) passed 
 away on 23rd December.  Ellen had 
 served on the Secretariat as 
 Weekend  Representative and on a 
 number of Weekends. Please 
 remember  Ellen and her grieving 
 husband, Alex, and family in your 
 prayers. She will be sorely missed by 
 all those who knew and loved her.  
 May she rest in peace.   

 
 “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
 rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
 height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
 separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. “ 

Romans 8.38-39 

 A Requiem Mass will be held for Ellen on Friday 25th January, 
 7.30pm, at St Lawrence Church, Bridle Road, Eastcote. 
 

� Please pray for this year’s GB Ultreya, to be hosted by the Diocese 
of Wakefield on Saturday 7th September, especially for those 
organising it, and for it to be really well supported by Cursillistas 
from around the UK, all gathering  to worship together.   See page 
27 for further information. 

 

� Please hold in your prayers all the staff and pilgrims on the 
upcoming Anglican Cursillo Weekends: 

  
 28th Feb - 3rd March  Sheffield #7 
 4th - 7th April   Blackburn #57, Derby #16 
 11th - 14th April  Durham #19 
 25th - 28th April  Chelmsford #26  
 2nd - 5th May  Chester #46 
 3rd - 6th May  Coventry #44 
 24th - 27th May  Chichester #24,  
     Lincoln #30 
 30th May - 2nd June St Albans #3 
 6th - 9th June  Canterbury #50 
 15th - 18th August  Leicester #38 
 24th - 27th October Durham #20,  
     St Davids #16, St Albans #4 
 31st Oct - 3rd Nov  Coventry #46 
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“All who call on God in true faith, earnestly from the heart, 

will certainly be heard, and will receive what they have 

asked and desired, although not in the hour or in the 

measure, or the very thing which they ask. Yet they will 

obtain something greater and more glorious than they had 

dared to ask.”                                                  Martin Luther King       

 To be a Christian without prayer 

is no more possible than to be alive 

without breathing.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr 

“BE UNCEASING IN PRAYER” 
1 Thessalonians 5.17 

“We are encouraged to 'pray at all times'.  Prayer is part of our 

daily lives.  No matter what we are doing - whether going off to 

work, in meetings, driving our kids around, at home doing 

housework, or out playing sports.  Whatever we do each day, we 

can still pray.  It should be natural conversation with God 

throughout our day.  Yes, there are times when we need to set 

aside other things to 'pray', but mostly we can pray throughout 

the day. 

So as you go off into your day, remember, you can unceasingly 

pray!” 
M.S.Lowndes 
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was as though everything happened effortlessly, guided by the Unseen 
Hand.    
 
Our nine pilgrims, arranged in three Decuria tables, provided the perfect 
complement to the aspirations of Cursillo #25.  From their first uncertain 
entry into the sherry party and supper on the first evening, each one 
joined wholeheartedly into the experiences of worship, learning and 
enjoyment that were prepared for them, some with a quiet 
thoughtfulness, others with growing confidence and security in their 
already well developed faith and service to their church.  Discussions 
blossomed under the reassuring and stimulating table leaders and 
pilgrims fairly rushed to the art table to produce some wide-ranging, 
creative and meaningful artwork, presented in multi-media fashion with 
more than a hint of dramatic and preaching expertise.   
 
Discussions revealed a real 
appreciation of the Rollos 
and the individuality and 
effort on the part of the staff 
team members giving the 
“short, inspiring talks”, which 
connected the worship, 
learning and experiences into 
a coherent whole.  The 
evening Decuria meetings were a joy, as reports included in-depth 
reflections, well-received reception of individual ideas and dramatic role-
play to emphasise important points.  Staff and pilgrims learnt together in 
equal measure, as God’s love was wrapped around all our activities.  
 
At the Clausura service, the three pilgrims, who had been invited to 
reflect on the Weekend on behalf of their Decuria tables, gave very 
moving accounts of what the different elements had meant to them, and 
spoke with gratitude, insight and hope.  So both pilgrims and staff 
departed into their Fourth Days after an enriching weekend. 
 
By means of an epilogue, my sincere and grateful thanks to God, the 
Cursillo Movement, the Secretariat and Lay Director of London Anglican 
Cursillo, each member of the wonderful staff team and our responsive, 
loving pilgrims.                

Pat Stevens 
St John the Evangelist, Stanmore 

Lay Rector, London #25  

Pat with Spiritual Advisers 
Revds Rosemia Brown and Darryl Jordan 



 

22 

 
 
 
 

 

LAY RECTOR’S REPORT 
 

First and foremost the London Anglican Cursillo 
Weekend #25 began with constant prayer; prayer for 
the emerging staff team and prayer for the emerging 
pilgrims.  This regular prayer gave tangible support 
and was, as ever, answered in abundance by a 
merciful God.  I received excellent training for my 
upcoming duties.  It was really helpful to have a 
separate detailed folder for each day of the Weekend 

and this gave me confidence in being able to anticipate what should 
happen at any moment. 
  
From the first introductions and warmth of greetings on the first staff 
training day, it was apparent that the team, brought together through 
prayer and chosen by the Almighty, felt as though it had been working 
together for ever.  There was a sense of eager expectation, which never 
left us.  Full attention was given to talks and instructions, and meaningful 
worship brought everyone together in a deeply spiritual sense.  Rollos 
were prepared, striking in their individuality. 
 
Sponsorship for Cursillo #25 built up as the Weekend drew nearer, the 
result of fervent prayer.  It seems that, in addition to securing pilgrims for 
Cursillo #25, we raised interest in 2013’s Weekend #26 by those who 
were approached but could not make it this time. 
 
All too soon we assembled at The Royal Foundation of St Katharine, that 
wonderful oasis of peace in the midst of busy Limehouse.  As ever, St 
Katharine’s provided comfort, excellent and plentiful food, friendly 
unobtrusive service, a stimulating venue for learning in the Rollo Room 
and a chapel full of the presence of God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
On arrival the staff teamwork sprang into action, which 
continued energetically throughout the Weekend.  Each 
member was totally individual, dedicated, conscientious 
and effective and all worked together cohesively, 
sensitive to the roles, duties and feelings of others.  It 
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“Come, Holy Spirit, 
Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us today and always. 

Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter. 
Be our Strength, our Courage, and our Sanctifier. 

 

May this new year be a time 
of deep spiritual growth for us, 

A time of welcoming your graces and gifts, 
A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, 

A time for growing in virtue and goodness. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 
Be with us today and always.  Amen.” 

 

Anonymous 

PREPARING FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

"A new year is unfolding — like a blossom with petals 
curled tightly concealing the beauty within. 

Lord, let this year be filled with the things that are truly 
good — with the comfort of warmth in our relationships, 
with the strength to help those who need our help and the 
humility and openness to accept help from others. 

As we make our resolutions for the year ahead, let us go 
forward with great hope that all things can be possible —
with Your help and guidance." 

Anonymous 

“An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in.  
A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves.”   

 

Bill Vaughn 
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STUDY: Deepening our understanding of God’s ways or our Christian 
calling and helping to form our minds after the mind of Christ. 

 

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 
 
Dear friends and fellow pilgrims, 
 
I want to send you all good wishes for Advent and for 
Christmas, but both will have passed by the time you 
read this – so read on in the knowledge that I have 
been praying for you all during this season of 
penitence, preparation and celebration. 
 
This will be my last contribution to these pages as 
Spiritual Director, as I shall be handing over to the 
Revd Gareth Bevan when he will be commissioned 

by the Archdeacon of London, the Venerable David Meara, during the 
Eucharist at the AGM and Ultreya in January.  I will not leave Cursillo in 
London, but I will definitely not, I hope, ‘get in the way’ as we all move 
forward.  I know that you will continue to have fun and work hard and that 
you will give Gareth all the love and support that you have given me. 
 
It has been a joy and a privilege to be Spiritual Director for the past five 
years but my time is up, so thank you for your 
companionship on the journey, for your friendship and 
your support, for the joys we have shared and the 
difficulties we have overcome together, and thank God 
for all the blessings He has showered upon us.  Thanks especially to 
Jenny, one of the best of good colleagues and companions, and to the 
whole Secretariat who all work so hard and so joyfully in proclaiming the 
God who comes to us in His son Jesus.  May those members who, like 
me, are moving on, do so with joy and thanksgiving, and with our thanks 
for work done well and graciously. 

 
There is always, in Advent, a sense of both 
endings and beginnings at the same time; the old 
year is on its way out and we are expecting the 
new.  A colleague of mine has as one of his strap 
lines “Expect good things”, and I encourage you to 
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was able to announce that the Revd Gareth Bevan, from 
The Ascension, Wembley Park, would be commissioned by 
the Venerable David Meara, Archdeacon of London, during 
the Eucharist on 26th January, following the AGM.  I do 
hope you will be able to join us on this very special 
occasion.  The Eucharist will be followed by a bring-and-share lunch and 
the Diocesan Ultreya.  Further details are given on page 11. 
 
In November, another Secretariat meeting was held in order to prepare 
for the January AGM and Ultreya.  Jane Altman, BACC Representative, 
and I attended a BACC meeting in Cambridge, where it was announced 
that there would be a Cursillo pilgrimage next August, staying at St 
John’s College, Durham.  Please see pages 16-17 for further information. 
 
A number of things are already planned for 2013.  With three members of 
Secretariat due to stand down in January, the ‘new’ Secretariat will meet 
for a weekend away together at St Peter’s, Bourne, in February.  
 
We hope to invite clergy, who are interested in finding out about how 
Cursillo can help them in their parishes, to an afternoon session when we 
will show them our PowerPoint presentation and answer any questions 

that they may have. 
 
On Saturday 13th April, Revd Gareth Bevan and Jenny 
Lowery will be leading a Spirituality Day at St Lawrence 
Church, Eastcote.  We do hope that you will come and bring 
other friends with you.  All Christians are very welcome to join 
us for this special day.  

 
I would like to thank Alison Tyler for all her input over the past five years 
– for her friendship, prayerfulness and the guidance that she has given 
throughout her time as Spiritual Director both to me and to the 
Secretariat.  A very big thank you from all of us.   
 
Finally, I would like to thank the Secretariat for all their hard work, and 
indeed all Cursillistas, for the help, fellowship and encouragement you 
have given me and continue to give to me.  
   
Wishing you a very happy and prosperous New Year, and every 
blessing. 

Jennifer Neve 
Lay Director 



 

20 

 
 

ACTION: Working towards transforming the world for Christ, 
‘living and working to God’s praise and glory’. 

 

FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR 
 

As I write this, Christmas is only a week away.  
It has been a busy time since I last wrote to you 
all, both for me and for the Secretariat. 
 
In August, training began for Weekend #25 with 
Pat Stevens (Lay Rector), Jane Altman 
(Observing Lay Rector) and Jane Coan (Lay 
Rector’s Cha Cha).  We continued to meet 
weekly, right up until the Weekend.  It was a 
most inspiring time of friendship, prayer and 
preparation for the two training days and for the 
Weekend.    

 
In September, the 2012 Ultreya GB was held at St Asaph in North Wales.  
A number of Cursillistas were able to travel up from London a few days’ 
earlier and share a week together.  Nearly 400 Cursillistas gathered 
together for prayer, worship and fellowship on the Saturday; it was really 
good to meet up with old and new friends. 
 
Later that month, the Revd Rosemia Brown held an Ultreya at her 
church, St James Clapton, where over 30 people attended.  I was 
delighted that three of her parishioners who had come to this Ultreya, 
were then sponsored as pilgrims on the London #25 Weekend in 
October. 
 
The first training day for the Weekend was also held in September, at St 
John the Evangelist, Stanmore, and I would like to thank all those who 
helped with the coffee and lunch.  It was an excellent day; everyone 
bonded so quickly, sharing experiences with both ‘old’ and ‘new’ staff. 
 
In October, the Secretariat met for an all-day meeting, and then the 
Weekend #25 staff team met up for their half-day training.  The 
Weekend, held once again at The Royal Foundation of St Katharine, was 
a great success with nine pilgrims and sixteen staff.  At the Clausura, I 
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make it one of yours, because what we 
‘get’ very often reflects what we ‘expect’. 
 
So even as we give thanks for past 
blessings, we move forward expecting 
yet more from God who is profligate and 
generous beyond our imagining in the love that He has for us.  He has 
brought us to where we are and will be both alongside us and before us, 
leading us on as we continue the journey.  And as in Advent we consider 
the second coming of Jesus, we know that we can also expect Him to be 
waiting for us at the journey’s end. 
 
Cursillo has its origins in pilgrimage, traditionally a journey to a holy 
place, which was often difficult, and undertaken as a penance for past 

sins and to seek inspiration and guidance for future 
living.  As we live in the Fourth Day, our past sins are 
behind us and the future beckons, a future rooted 
and grounded in the love that God has for each one 
of us and in our duty and joy to share that good 
news of His love in all our environments - work, 
home, communities and churches. 
 

We do not have to travel, even though we may, but we are very definitely 
called to ‘bloom where we are planted’, seeking ways of love and service 
wherever we happen to be, and following the example of St Francis.  He 
told his followers to “preach the Gospel at all times, use words if you 
have to” or, in other words, make your whole lives into such an irresistible 
vision of God at work within you, that words are no longer needed.  God 
comes to us and calls us to follow.  It’s a lifelong journey and the joy is 
that we get to do it together, with Him and with one another. 
 
So I wish you, belatedly, Merry Christmas and a happy and peaceful New 
Year.  I wish you joy and challenge, but also comfort and grace in your 
faith and the very best of future travel with God, with Gareth, and the 
soon to be renewed Secretariat.  
 

 
 

 
 
The Revd Alison Tyler 
Spiritual Director 

“We tend to get what 
we expect.” 

 

Norman Vincent Peale 
American Protestant Clergyman  
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CURSILLO LEADERS’ WORKSHOPS 
 

26th - 28th April 2013 
at Gillis Centre, Edinburgh 

 

5th - 7th July 2013 
at Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, Crewe 

 

18th -20th October 2013 
at Shallowford House, Shallowford, Stone, Near Stafford 

 

Cursillo Leaders’ Workshops are for ordained and lay people 

who want to know more about Cursillo.   

They include talks and opportunities for discussion 

as well as sharing in worship and fellowship.   
 

For more information, visit www.anglicancursillo.co.uk/clw 

and then speak to Jennifer Neve or Revd Gareth Bevan. 

WELCOME TO REVD MARK GODSON 
 
Bishop Richard has asked the Revd Mark Godson 
to be a primary source of contact for Cursillo in 
London.  Fr Mark is Director of the London Centre 
for Spirituality and comes to this role after 25 years 
as a priest, serving in both parish ministry and 
healthcare chaplaincy. 
 
We are very fortunate to have Mark with us for the 
future and we hope to have the opportunity to 
welcome him at the Ultreya in January.  Jenny Neve and I met with 
Mark recently and I believe he is really looking forward to working with 
us. 

 
Many blessings for the future, 
Alison Tyler. 
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FAREWELL TO REVD ALISON CHRISTIAN 

 
The Revd Alison Christian took on a new 
challenge as she left St John the Evangelist, 
Stanmore, in September after ten years, to 
become Warden of Launde Abbey on the 
Rutland and Leicestershire border.  She will 
continue to be sorely missed, both as Rector at 
St John’s and for all she and husband Richard  
did to support and promote Cursillo in London.  
Both have served as spiritual advisers on 
Weekends.  We thank God for their past and 
future ministries. 

Twenty years from now you will 

be more disappointed by the 

things that you didn’t do than by 

the ones you did do.  So throw 

off the bowlines.  Sail away 

from the safe harbour.  Catch 

the trade winds in your sails.  

Explore.  Dream.  Discover.        
Mark Twain  

CURSILLO POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
 

Do you know of any group of people 

who would like to find out more  

about CURSILLO? 

A CHURCH?  PCC?  DEANERY? 

MINISTRY TEAM?   CONGREGATION? 

Why not contact Sue Cobb or Jennifer Neve 

to discuss how we could help? 
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Norman Vincent Peale 

“Resentment or grudges 

do no harm to the person 

against whom you hold 

these feelings but every 

day and every night of 

your life, they are eating 

at you”  
 

Norman Vincent Peale 

NEW BOOK BY AUTHOR OF ‘THE SHACK’ 
 

‘CROSS ROADS’ 
What If You Could Go Back and Put Things Right? 

By William Paul Young 

William Paul Young, bestselling author of 
‘THE SHACK’ that sold eighteen million 
copies in 2008, now returns with ‘CROSS 
ROADS’.  
 
It is an inspiring and provocative story of 
healing and hope wrapped in an account 
of relationships, selfishness, trust and 
choices. 
 
It tells of a man who only realises how 
bad his life has been when it's too late - 
yet is miraculously given a chance to put 
things right.  Will he take it?  
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       Cursillo in the Diocese of London 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL CHRISTIANS ARE MOST WELCOME! 

SATURDAY 26th JANUARY  
 

at St John the Evangelist, Stanmore 

AGM at 11 am 
Including the Lay Director’s Report and 

Elections to the Secretariat 
 

EUCHARIST at 12 noon 
With the Commissioning of the 

Revd Gareth Bevan as Spiritual Director 
 

BRING & SHARE LUNCH 
 

ULTREYA at 2 pm 
Concluding by 3.30 pm 
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A NEW CD FROM CUMBRIA CURSILLO 

Ultreya 3 ‘In Christ Alone’  
 

This CD truly captures the spirit of Cursillo, 

with 24 tracks of songs, readings 

and a blessing from the Bishop of Carlisle.  

£10 + £1 p&p. 

Go to www.cumbriacursillo.org.uk 

where you can find more details and an order form. 

“Lord, help me not to worry today 

for my tomorrow that's on its way, 

but help me keep my eyes on you 

for this is what will see me through.” 
 

M.S. Lowndes 
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BACC PILGRIMAGE PROVISIONAL ITINERARY 
 

Tuesday 20th August 
Arrive from 3pm for welcome, tea/coffee, registration, finding rooms etc. 
5.15pm: Evensong at the Cathedral. 
6.00pm:  Welcome by the National President, introductions, housekeeping. 
6.30pm:  Ultreya and introductory talk about the Pilgrimage (Northern Saints 
  and the link with the Lindisfarne Gospels and St Hild in particular) 
  at St Oswald’s Church, Durham, with floating group reunions and a 
  bring and share meal provided by Durham Cursillistas. 
  Compline in St Oswald’s Church. 
9.30pm:  Bar open at St John’s College. 
 

Wednesday 21st August 
7.30am: Morning Prayer in St John’s College Chapel. 
8.00am:   Breakfast. 
9.00am:  Talk about the visit to sites where St Hild lived and worked;  
  departure for all day visit to Whitby via Hartlepool. 
12.30 pm:  Lunch at St Aidan’s Church, Billingham. 
3.00pm:  Whitby Abbey. 
6:30 pm:  Fish and chip supper in Whitby. 
  Evening prayer/Compline in Leech Hall, St John’s College. 
9.30pm:  Bar open. 
 

Thursday 22nd August 
7.30am:   Breakfast. 
  Early departure for Lindisfarne. 
  Morning Prayer. 
  Talk on the connections between Hild and Cuthbert. 
  Visit to Holy Island (Lindisfarne) to include a guided walk around 
  the island. 
12.00:   Midday prayer at the Church. 
  Lunch on the island (there are lots of tea rooms and coffee shops 
  and the famous crab sandwiches!). 
  Leave Lindisfarne by 1.40pm. 
3.00pm:  Tea/coffee and biscuits on return. 
4.30pm:  Visit to see the Lindisfarne Gospels at Durham University Library. 
7.00pm:   Dinner at St John’s College. 
9.00pm:   Compline in the Cathedral. 
9.30pm:  Bar open. 
 

Friday 23rd August 
7.30am:   Morning Prayer at Leech Hall. 
8.00am:   Breakfast (rooms to be vacated by 10.00am). 
9.00am and 10.30am:  Guided visits to the Cathedral. 
12.00noon:  Holy Communion in St John’s Chapel. 
1.00pm:  Farewell buffet lunch. 
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Led by the Revd John McManners, 
who runs annual retreats on the Northern Saints 

at Shepherd’s Dene Retreat House in Northumberland. 
 

Cost: £250 to include 
visits to Whitby and Holy Island, 

bed & breakfast for 3 nights, 
plus 2 lunches and 2 dinners. 

 

N.B. The Pilgrimage will involve some steep walks. 
 

Durham is easily accessible by road and rail, 
but there are NO parking facilities at the College.  

 
Useful websites: 

St John’s College: www.dur.ac.uk/st-johns.college 
Durham Cathedral: www.durhamcathedral.co.uk 

Durham City: www.thisisdurham.com 
Durham Anglican Cursillo: www.durhamcursillo.org.uk 

 
For further information and booking form 

click on ‘BACC Pilgrimage 2013’ on our website’s home page: 
www.londoncursillo.org.uk 

In the shadow of Durham Cathedral, by the banks of the River Wear 
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Saturday 13th April 

Day 

 

LONDON CURSILLO 

Led by  

The Revd Gareth Bevan 
(Spiritual Director) 

and 

Jenny Lowery 
(former National Cursillo President) 

 

at St Lawrence Church, Eastcote, HA5 2SJ 

 

All Christians are warmly welcomed 

- so why not bring a friend with you? 
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A YEAR OF TIME 
 

“Though even thinking on the subject of time may 

prove discomforting, it is not a bad idea — especially 

at the beginning of a new year. 
 

As we look into this new year, we look at a block of time.  We see 12 

months, 52 weeks, 365 days, 8,760 hours, 525,600 minutes, 

31,536,000 seconds.  And all is a gift from God.  We have done 

nothing to deserve it, earn it, or purchased it.  Like the air we 

breathe, time comes to us as a part of life. 
 

The gift of time is not ours alone.  It is given equally to each person.  

Rich and poor, educated and ignorant, strong and weak — every man, 

woman and child has the same twenty-four hours every day. 
 

Another important thing about time is that you 

cannot stop it. There is no way to slow it down, turn it 

off, or adjust it.  Time marches on. 
 

And you cannot bring back time.  Once it is gone, it is 

gone. Yesterday is lost forever.  If yesterday is lost, tomorrow is 

uncertain.  We may look ahead at a full year’s block of time, but we 

really have no guarantee that we will experience any of it. 
 

Obviously, time is one of our most precious 

possessions.  We can waste it.  We can worry over it.  

We can spend it on ourselves. Or, as good stewards, 

we can invest it in the kingdom of God. 

 

The new year is full of time. 

As the seconds tick away, 

will you be tossing time out the window, 

or will you make every minute count?” 
 

Steven B. Cloud       

‘Pulpit Helps,’  Vol. 14 # 2 
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TO BE LIKE CHRISTTO BE LIKE CHRISTTO BE LIKE CHRISTTO BE LIKE CHRIST    
 

“Why fill our hearts and minds 
With what doesn’t edify 

And doesn’t help our spirits grow, 
To be truly unified. 

 
What we believe in our minds 
We should believe in our hearts, 
So we will speak with sincerity 
What the word of God imparts. 

 
For as we meditate on it, 

It will wash over our minds, 
So our thinking will become Christ-like 
Leaving worldly thoughts behind. 

 
For we can develop the mind of Christ 

When on the Word we feed, 
But we need to move on from  

infant milk 
To the solids that we need. 

 
It’s then our spirits can truly grow 
And our minds can be transformed. 
To this world and its worldly ways, 

We no longer are conformed, 
 

But we’re conformed to Jesus Christ 
And we walk in step with Him, 
We desire Him above all else 
And have His life within.” 

 

M.S. Lowndes 

“The 'how' 

thinker gets 

problems 

solved 

effectively 

because he 

wastes no time 

with futile 'ifs'.” 
 

Norman Vincent 

Peale, 

American 

Protestant 

Clergyman 

1898 - 1993 

“Formulate and 
stamp indelibly 
on your mind a 
mental picture 
of yourself 
succeeding.   
Hold this 
picture 
tenaciously.  
Never permit it 
to fade.   
Your mind will 
seek to develop 
the picture. 
Do not build up 
obstacles in 
your 
imagination.”  
 

Norman Vincent 

Peale 
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Led by the Revd John McManners, 
who runs annual retreats on the Northern Saints 

at Shepherd’s Dene Retreat House in Northumberland. 
 

Cost: £250 to include 
visits to Whitby and Holy Island, 

bed & breakfast for 3 nights, 
plus 2 lunches and 2 dinners. 

 

N.B. The Pilgrimage will involve some steep walks. 
 

Durham is easily accessible by road and rail, 
but there are NO parking facilities at the College.  

 
Useful websites: 

St John’s College: www.dur.ac.uk/st-johns.college 
Durham Cathedral: www.durhamcathedral.co.uk 

Durham City: www.thisisdurham.com 
Durham Anglican Cursillo: www.durhamcursillo.org.uk 

 
For further information and booking form 

click on ‘BACC Pilgrimage 2013’ on our website’s home page: 
www.londoncursillo.org.uk 

In the shadow of Durham Cathedral, by the banks of the River Wear 
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Saturday 13th April 

Day 

 

LONDON CURSILLO 

Led by  

The Revd Gareth Bevan 
(Spiritual Director) 

and 

Jenny Lowery 
(former National Cursillo President) 

 

at St Lawrence Church, Eastcote, HA5 2SJ 

 

All Christians are warmly welcomed 

- so why not bring a friend with you? 
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A NEW CD FROM CUMBRIA CURSILLO 

Ultreya 3 ‘In Christ Alone’  
 

This CD truly captures the spirit of Cursillo, 

with 24 tracks of songs, readings 

and a blessing from the Bishop of Carlisle.  

£10 + £1 p&p. 

Go to www.cumbriacursillo.org.uk 

where you can find more details and an order form. 

“Lord, help me not to worry today 

for my tomorrow that's on its way, 

but help me keep my eyes on you 

for this is what will see me through.” 
 

M.S. Lowndes 
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BACC PILGRIMAGE PROVISIONAL ITINERARY 
 

Tuesday 20th August 
Arrive from 3pm for welcome, tea/coffee, registration, finding rooms etc. 
5.15pm: Evensong at the Cathedral. 
6.00pm:  Welcome by the National President, introductions, housekeeping. 
6.30pm:  Ultreya and introductory talk about the Pilgrimage (Northern Saints 
  and the link with the Lindisfarne Gospels and St Hild in particular) 
  at St Oswald’s Church, Durham, with floating group reunions and a 
  bring and share meal provided by Durham Cursillistas. 
  Compline in St Oswald’s Church. 
9.30pm:  Bar open at St John’s College. 
 

Wednesday 21st August 
7.30am: Morning Prayer in St John’s College Chapel. 
8.00am:   Breakfast. 
9.00am:  Talk about the visit to sites where St Hild lived and worked;  
  departure for all day visit to Whitby via Hartlepool. 
12.30 pm:  Lunch at St Aidan’s Church, Billingham. 
3.00pm:  Whitby Abbey. 
6:30 pm:  Fish and chip supper in Whitby. 
  Evening prayer/Compline in Leech Hall, St John’s College. 
9.30pm:  Bar open. 
 

Thursday 22nd August 
7.30am:   Breakfast. 
  Early departure for Lindisfarne. 
  Morning Prayer. 
  Talk on the connections between Hild and Cuthbert. 
  Visit to Holy Island (Lindisfarne) to include a guided walk around 
  the island. 
12.00:   Midday prayer at the Church. 
  Lunch on the island (there are lots of tea rooms and coffee shops 
  and the famous crab sandwiches!). 
  Leave Lindisfarne by 1.40pm. 
3.00pm:  Tea/coffee and biscuits on return. 
4.30pm:  Visit to see the Lindisfarne Gospels at Durham University Library. 
7.00pm:   Dinner at St John’s College. 
9.00pm:   Compline in the Cathedral. 
9.30pm:  Bar open. 
 

Friday 23rd August 
7.30am:   Morning Prayer at Leech Hall. 
8.00am:   Breakfast (rooms to be vacated by 10.00am). 
9.00am and 10.30am:  Guided visits to the Cathedral. 
12.00noon:  Holy Communion in St John’s Chapel. 
1.00pm:  Farewell buffet lunch. 
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Norman Vincent Peale 

“Resentment or grudges 

do no harm to the person 

against whom you hold 

these feelings but every 

day and every night of 

your life, they are eating 

at you”  
 

Norman Vincent Peale 

NEW BOOK BY AUTHOR OF ‘THE SHACK’ 
 

‘CROSS ROADS’ 
What If You Could Go Back and Put Things Right? 

By William Paul Young 

William Paul Young, bestselling author of 
‘THE SHACK’ that sold eighteen million 
copies in 2008, now returns with ‘CROSS 
ROADS’.  
 
It is an inspiring and provocative story of 
healing and hope wrapped in an account 
of relationships, selfishness, trust and 
choices. 
 
It tells of a man who only realises how 
bad his life has been when it's too late - 
yet is miraculously given a chance to put 
things right.  Will he take it?  
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       Cursillo in the Diocese of London 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL CHRISTIANS ARE MOST WELCOME! 

SATURDAY 26th JANUARY  
 

at St John the Evangelist, Stanmore 

AGM at 11 am 
Including the Lay Director’s Report and 

Elections to the Secretariat 
 

EUCHARIST at 12 noon 
With the Commissioning of the 

Revd Gareth Bevan as Spiritual Director 
 

BRING & SHARE LUNCH 
 

ULTREYA at 2 pm 
Concluding by 3.30 pm 
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CURSILLO LEADERS’ WORKSHOPS 
 

26th - 28th April 2013 
at Gillis Centre, Edinburgh 

 

5th - 7th July 2013 
at Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, Crewe 

 

18th -20th October 2013 
at Shallowford House, Shallowford, Stone, Near Stafford 

 

Cursillo Leaders’ Workshops are for ordained and lay people 

who want to know more about Cursillo.   

They include talks and opportunities for discussion 

as well as sharing in worship and fellowship.   
 

For more information, visit www.anglicancursillo.co.uk/clw 

and then speak to Jennifer Neve or Revd Gareth Bevan. 

WELCOME TO REVD MARK GODSON 
 
Bishop Richard has asked the Revd Mark Godson 
to be a primary source of contact for Cursillo in 
London.  Fr Mark is Director of the London Centre 
for Spirituality and comes to this role after 25 years 
as a priest, serving in both parish ministry and 
healthcare chaplaincy. 
 
We are very fortunate to have Mark with us for the 
future and we hope to have the opportunity to 
welcome him at the Ultreya in January.  Jenny Neve and I met with 
Mark recently and I believe he is really looking forward to working with 
us. 

 
Many blessings for the future, 
Alison Tyler. 
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FAREWELL TO REVD ALISON CHRISTIAN 

 
The Revd Alison Christian took on a new 
challenge as she left St John the Evangelist, 
Stanmore, in September after ten years, to 
become Warden of Launde Abbey on the 
Rutland and Leicestershire border.  She will 
continue to be sorely missed, both as Rector at 
St John’s and for all she and husband Richard  
did to support and promote Cursillo in London.  
Both have served as spiritual advisers on 
Weekends.  We thank God for their past and 
future ministries. 

Twenty years from now you will 

be more disappointed by the 

things that you didn’t do than by 

the ones you did do.  So throw 

off the bowlines.  Sail away 

from the safe harbour.  Catch 

the trade winds in your sails.  

Explore.  Dream.  Discover.        
Mark Twain  

CURSILLO POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
 

Do you know of any group of people 

who would like to find out more  

about CURSILLO? 

A CHURCH?  PCC?  DEANERY? 

MINISTRY TEAM?   CONGREGATION? 

Why not contact Sue Cobb or Jennifer Neve 

to discuss how we could help? 
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ACTION: Working towards transforming the world for Christ, 
‘living and working to God’s praise and glory’. 

 

FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR 
 

As I write this, Christmas is only a week away.  
It has been a busy time since I last wrote to you 
all, both for me and for the Secretariat. 
 
In August, training began for Weekend #25 with 
Pat Stevens (Lay Rector), Jane Altman 
(Observing Lay Rector) and Jane Coan (Lay 
Rector’s Cha Cha).  We continued to meet 
weekly, right up until the Weekend.  It was a 
most inspiring time of friendship, prayer and 
preparation for the two training days and for the 
Weekend.    

 
In September, the 2012 Ultreya GB was held at St Asaph in North Wales.  
A number of Cursillistas were able to travel up from London a few days’ 
earlier and share a week together.  Nearly 400 Cursillistas gathered 
together for prayer, worship and fellowship on the Saturday; it was really 
good to meet up with old and new friends. 
 
Later that month, the Revd Rosemia Brown held an Ultreya at her 
church, St James Clapton, where over 30 people attended.  I was 
delighted that three of her parishioners who had come to this Ultreya, 
were then sponsored as pilgrims on the London #25 Weekend in 
October. 
 
The first training day for the Weekend was also held in September, at St 
John the Evangelist, Stanmore, and I would like to thank all those who 
helped with the coffee and lunch.  It was an excellent day; everyone 
bonded so quickly, sharing experiences with both ‘old’ and ‘new’ staff. 
 
In October, the Secretariat met for an all-day meeting, and then the 
Weekend #25 staff team met up for their half-day training.  The 
Weekend, held once again at The Royal Foundation of St Katharine, was 
a great success with nine pilgrims and sixteen staff.  At the Clausura, I 
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make it one of yours, because what we 
‘get’ very often reflects what we ‘expect’. 
 
So even as we give thanks for past 
blessings, we move forward expecting 
yet more from God who is profligate and 
generous beyond our imagining in the love that He has for us.  He has 
brought us to where we are and will be both alongside us and before us, 
leading us on as we continue the journey.  And as in Advent we consider 
the second coming of Jesus, we know that we can also expect Him to be 
waiting for us at the journey’s end. 
 
Cursillo has its origins in pilgrimage, traditionally a journey to a holy 
place, which was often difficult, and undertaken as a penance for past 

sins and to seek inspiration and guidance for future 
living.  As we live in the Fourth Day, our past sins are 
behind us and the future beckons, a future rooted 
and grounded in the love that God has for each one 
of us and in our duty and joy to share that good 
news of His love in all our environments - work, 
home, communities and churches. 
 

We do not have to travel, even though we may, but we are very definitely 
called to ‘bloom where we are planted’, seeking ways of love and service 
wherever we happen to be, and following the example of St Francis.  He 
told his followers to “preach the Gospel at all times, use words if you 
have to” or, in other words, make your whole lives into such an irresistible 
vision of God at work within you, that words are no longer needed.  God 
comes to us and calls us to follow.  It’s a lifelong journey and the joy is 
that we get to do it together, with Him and with one another. 
 
So I wish you, belatedly, Merry Christmas and a happy and peaceful New 
Year.  I wish you joy and challenge, but also comfort and grace in your 
faith and the very best of future travel with God, with Gareth, and the 
soon to be renewed Secretariat.  
 

 
 

 
 
The Revd Alison Tyler 
Spiritual Director 

“We tend to get what 
we expect.” 

 

Norman Vincent Peale 
American Protestant Clergyman  
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STUDY: Deepening our understanding of God’s ways or our Christian 
calling and helping to form our minds after the mind of Christ. 

 

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 
 
Dear friends and fellow pilgrims, 
 
I want to send you all good wishes for Advent and for 
Christmas, but both will have passed by the time you 
read this – so read on in the knowledge that I have 
been praying for you all during this season of 
penitence, preparation and celebration. 
 
This will be my last contribution to these pages as 
Spiritual Director, as I shall be handing over to the 
Revd Gareth Bevan when he will be commissioned 

by the Archdeacon of London, the Venerable David Meara, during the 
Eucharist at the AGM and Ultreya in January.  I will not leave Cursillo in 
London, but I will definitely not, I hope, ‘get in the way’ as we all move 
forward.  I know that you will continue to have fun and work hard and that 
you will give Gareth all the love and support that you have given me. 
 
It has been a joy and a privilege to be Spiritual Director for the past five 
years but my time is up, so thank you for your 
companionship on the journey, for your friendship and 
your support, for the joys we have shared and the 
difficulties we have overcome together, and thank God 
for all the blessings He has showered upon us.  Thanks especially to 
Jenny, one of the best of good colleagues and companions, and to the 
whole Secretariat who all work so hard and so joyfully in proclaiming the 
God who comes to us in His son Jesus.  May those members who, like 
me, are moving on, do so with joy and thanksgiving, and with our thanks 
for work done well and graciously. 

 
There is always, in Advent, a sense of both 
endings and beginnings at the same time; the old 
year is on its way out and we are expecting the 
new.  A colleague of mine has as one of his strap 
lines “Expect good things”, and I encourage you to 
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was able to announce that the Revd Gareth Bevan, from 
The Ascension, Wembley Park, would be commissioned by 
the Venerable David Meara, Archdeacon of London, during 
the Eucharist on 26th January, following the AGM.  I do 
hope you will be able to join us on this very special 
occasion.  The Eucharist will be followed by a bring-and-share lunch and 
the Diocesan Ultreya.  Further details are given on page 11. 
 
In November, another Secretariat meeting was held in order to prepare 
for the January AGM and Ultreya.  Jane Altman, BACC Representative, 
and I attended a BACC meeting in Cambridge, where it was announced 
that there would be a Cursillo pilgrimage next August, staying at St 
John’s College, Durham.  Please see pages 16-17 for further information. 
 
A number of things are already planned for 2013.  With three members of 
Secretariat due to stand down in January, the ‘new’ Secretariat will meet 
for a weekend away together at St Peter’s, Bourne, in February.  
 
We hope to invite clergy, who are interested in finding out about how 
Cursillo can help them in their parishes, to an afternoon session when we 
will show them our PowerPoint presentation and answer any questions 

that they may have. 
 
On Saturday 13th April, Revd Gareth Bevan and Jenny 
Lowery will be leading a Spirituality Day at St Lawrence 
Church, Eastcote.  We do hope that you will come and bring 
other friends with you.  All Christians are very welcome to join 
us for this special day.  

 
I would like to thank Alison Tyler for all her input over the past five years 
– for her friendship, prayerfulness and the guidance that she has given 
throughout her time as Spiritual Director both to me and to the 
Secretariat.  A very big thank you from all of us.   
 
Finally, I would like to thank the Secretariat for all their hard work, and 
indeed all Cursillistas, for the help, fellowship and encouragement you 
have given me and continue to give to me.  
   
Wishing you a very happy and prosperous New Year, and every 
blessing. 

Jennifer Neve 
Lay Director 
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LAY RECTOR’S REPORT 
 

First and foremost the London Anglican Cursillo 
Weekend #25 began with constant prayer; prayer for 
the emerging staff team and prayer for the emerging 
pilgrims.  This regular prayer gave tangible support 
and was, as ever, answered in abundance by a 
merciful God.  I received excellent training for my 
upcoming duties.  It was really helpful to have a 
separate detailed folder for each day of the Weekend 

and this gave me confidence in being able to anticipate what should 
happen at any moment. 
  
From the first introductions and warmth of greetings on the first staff 
training day, it was apparent that the team, brought together through 
prayer and chosen by the Almighty, felt as though it had been working 
together for ever.  There was a sense of eager expectation, which never 
left us.  Full attention was given to talks and instructions, and meaningful 
worship brought everyone together in a deeply spiritual sense.  Rollos 
were prepared, striking in their individuality. 
 
Sponsorship for Cursillo #25 built up as the Weekend drew nearer, the 
result of fervent prayer.  It seems that, in addition to securing pilgrims for 
Cursillo #25, we raised interest in 2013’s Weekend #26 by those who 
were approached but could not make it this time. 
 
All too soon we assembled at The Royal Foundation of St Katharine, that 
wonderful oasis of peace in the midst of busy Limehouse.  As ever, St 
Katharine’s provided comfort, excellent and plentiful food, friendly 
unobtrusive service, a stimulating venue for learning in the Rollo Room 
and a chapel full of the presence of God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
On arrival the staff teamwork sprang into action, which 
continued energetically throughout the Weekend.  Each 
member was totally individual, dedicated, conscientious 
and effective and all worked together cohesively, 
sensitive to the roles, duties and feelings of others.  It 
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“Come, Holy Spirit, 
Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us today and always. 

Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter. 
Be our Strength, our Courage, and our Sanctifier. 

 

May this new year be a time 
of deep spiritual growth for us, 

A time of welcoming your graces and gifts, 
A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, 

A time for growing in virtue and goodness. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 
Be with us today and always.  Amen.” 

 

Anonymous 

PREPARING FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

"A new year is unfolding — like a blossom with petals 
curled tightly concealing the beauty within. 

Lord, let this year be filled with the things that are truly 
good — with the comfort of warmth in our relationships, 
with the strength to help those who need our help and the 
humility and openness to accept help from others. 

As we make our resolutions for the year ahead, let us go 
forward with great hope that all things can be possible —
with Your help and guidance." 

Anonymous 

“An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in.  
A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves.”   

 

Bill Vaughn 
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“All who call on God in true faith, earnestly from the heart, 

will certainly be heard, and will receive what they have 

asked and desired, although not in the hour or in the 

measure, or the very thing which they ask. Yet they will 

obtain something greater and more glorious than they had 

dared to ask.”                                                  Martin Luther King       

 To be a Christian without prayer 

is no more possible than to be alive 

without breathing.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr 

“BE UNCEASING IN PRAYER” 
1 Thessalonians 5.17 

“We are encouraged to 'pray at all times'.  Prayer is part of our 

daily lives.  No matter what we are doing - whether going off to 

work, in meetings, driving our kids around, at home doing 

housework, or out playing sports.  Whatever we do each day, we 

can still pray.  It should be natural conversation with God 

throughout our day.  Yes, there are times when we need to set 

aside other things to 'pray', but mostly we can pray throughout 

the day. 

So as you go off into your day, remember, you can unceasingly 

pray!” 
M.S.Lowndes 
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was as though everything happened effortlessly, guided by the Unseen 
Hand.    
 
Our nine pilgrims, arranged in three Decuria tables, provided the perfect 
complement to the aspirations of Cursillo #25.  From their first uncertain 
entry into the sherry party and supper on the first evening, each one 
joined wholeheartedly into the experiences of worship, learning and 
enjoyment that were prepared for them, some with a quiet 
thoughtfulness, others with growing confidence and security in their 
already well developed faith and service to their church.  Discussions 
blossomed under the reassuring and stimulating table leaders and 
pilgrims fairly rushed to the art table to produce some wide-ranging, 
creative and meaningful artwork, presented in multi-media fashion with 
more than a hint of dramatic and preaching expertise.   
 
Discussions revealed a real 
appreciation of the Rollos 
and the individuality and 
effort on the part of the staff 
team members giving the 
“short, inspiring talks”, which 
connected the worship, 
learning and experiences into 
a coherent whole.  The 
evening Decuria meetings were a joy, as reports included in-depth 
reflections, well-received reception of individual ideas and dramatic role-
play to emphasise important points.  Staff and pilgrims learnt together in 
equal measure, as God’s love was wrapped around all our activities.  
 
At the Clausura service, the three pilgrims, who had been invited to 
reflect on the Weekend on behalf of their Decuria tables, gave very 
moving accounts of what the different elements had meant to them, and 
spoke with gratitude, insight and hope.  So both pilgrims and staff 
departed into their Fourth Days after an enriching weekend. 
 
By means of an epilogue, my sincere and grateful thanks to God, the 
Cursillo Movement, the Secretariat and Lay Director of London Anglican 
Cursillo, each member of the wonderful staff team and our responsive, 
loving pilgrims.                

Pat Stevens 
St John the Evangelist, Stanmore 

Lay Rector, London #25  

Pat with Spiritual Advisers 
Revds Rosemia Brown and Darryl Jordan 
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STAFF TEAM, LONDON #25 

Staff Team, London #25 
Back row (left to right):  Revd Darryl Jordan, Marlize MacCutchan,  

Stuart Melchor, Jennifer Neve, Burnett Brown, Heather Chamberlain. 
Front row (left to right):  David Hudson, Helen Pye-Beraet, Frances Westcott, 

Sally Prendergast, Ellen Ngesi, Pat Stevens, Louisa MacDonald, 
Jane Coan, Jane Altman. 

 

SPONSORING A PILGRIM 
 

Make a friend....   Be a friend....  
Are you ready to become a Cursillo sponsor, and  

Bring a friend to Christ?  
 

Please pray about those friends who you believe  

would benefit from Cursillo, to discern if it is the right time  

for them to make their Cursillo in October 2013 or in May 2014.  
 

London Weekend #26: 24th - 27th October 2013 
Closing date for applications: 24th July 2013   

 

London Weekend #27: 15th - 18th May 2014 
Closing date for applications: 15th February 2014   

 

Booking forms from Deirdre Davis, 31 Collins Drive, Ruislip, HA4 9EL 

Tel: 020 8429 1291;   Email: pdee99@gmail.com  
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� It  is enormously sad  that  Ellen Fish   
 (St Lawrence, Eastcote) passed 
 away on 23rd December.  Ellen had 
 served on the Secretariat as 
 Weekend  Representative and on a 
 number of Weekends. Please 
 remember  Ellen and her grieving 
 husband, Alex, and family in your 
 prayers. She will be sorely missed by 
 all those who knew and loved her.  
 May she rest in peace.   

 
 “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
 rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
 height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
 separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. “ 

Romans 8.38-39 

 A Requiem Mass will be held for Ellen on Friday 25th January, 
 7.30pm, at St Lawrence Church, Bridle Road, Eastcote. 
 

� Please pray for this year’s GB Ultreya, to be hosted by the Diocese 
of Wakefield on Saturday 7th September, especially for those 
organising it, and for it to be really well supported by Cursillistas 
from around the UK, all gathering  to worship together.   See page 
27 for further information. 

 

� Please hold in your prayers all the staff and pilgrims on the 
upcoming Anglican Cursillo Weekends: 

  
 28th Feb - 3rd March  Sheffield #7 
 4th - 7th April   Blackburn #57, Derby #16 
 11th - 14th April  Durham #19 
 25th - 28th April  Chelmsford #26  
 2nd - 5th May  Chester #46 
 3rd - 6th May  Coventry #44 
 24th - 27th May  Chichester #24,  
     Lincoln #30 
 30th May - 2nd June St Albans #3 
 6th - 9th June  Canterbury #50 
 15th - 18th August  Leicester #38 
 24th - 27th October Durham #20,  
     St Davids #16, St Albans #4 
 31st Oct - 3rd Nov  Coventry #46 
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� We seek your prayers for the upcoming elections on 26th January 
of Cursillistas to join the Secretariat as Pre-Cursillo, Post-Cursillo 
and Publicity Representatives.  We thank Mark 
Arnold and Sue Cobb for all they have done and 
achieved for London Cursillo as they have served in 
the latter two roles over the past three / four years, 
respectively.  They, like Revd Alison, are sad to be 
having to step down at this time but wish their 
successors well.    

 
� Please hold in your prayers the leadership of Cursillo in the 

Diocese, i.e. the Secretariat, and particularly for their meetings on 
26th January, their weekend away together as a ‘new’ team on 9th-
10th February, and on 21st September. 

  
� On Saturday 13th April, Revd Gareth Bevan and Jenny Lowery will 

be leading a Spirituality Day at St Lawrence Church in Eastcote.  
We ask for God’s guidance as they prepare for this day and for His 
guidance as we look to approach others, who are not necessarily 
Cursillistas, to join us.  We pray for all those who attend that they 
may feel inspired and blessed through all the 
opportunities that this day presents. 

 
� Later in April, Revd Gareth and Frances Westcott 

(who will be serving as Lay Rector for London 
#27) will be attending the Cursillo Leaders’ 
Workshop.  Please remember them in your 
prayers as they use this time to develop their 
leadership skills for  serving the Diocese through 
Cursillo. 

  
� Please join your prayers with those of the Secretariat in finding our 

next Lay Director to succeed Jennifer Neve who is due to step 
down in October 2013.  We give thanks for all that Jennifer has 
done, and continues to do, in this key leadership role. 

 
� Please remember in your prayers  a l l 
 those who are sick, including Alison 
 Carey (St John the Evangelist, 
 Stanmore) and the Revd Stephen 
 Dando (St  Lawrence, Eastcote). 
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 PILGRIMS’ REPORTS, LONDON #25 
 

    FEELING CLOSER TO GOD... 
 

I must say I felt very privileged and honoured to have 
been sponsored to attend the Cursillo Weekend.  It 
was an amazing experience!  Taking part in the 
discussions, singing hymns, doing the art work 
(which in some instances caused hilarious laughter) 
and hearing the other pilgrims’ views have all helped 
me in my prayers.   It was so rewarding spiritually and I now feel closer to 
God.  I am certain the other pilgrims will agree with me when I say that 
we were surrounded with such love and care. 
 

Last, but not least, I thank Pat and all her team for their kindness, care 
and attention so warmly given to all the pilgrims.  Only after reflecting on 
the four days spent in listening to talks and discussions etc, does one 
realise the extent of work and organisation involved, which was so 
effortlessly and tirelessly put in. 
 

Once again THANK YOU. I look forward to meeting everyone all again at 
the Ultreya on 26th January. 

Maureen Cooke 
The Ascension, Wembley 

Pilgrim, London #25 

 

Pilgrims, London #25 
Left to right:  Florence Aryemo, Elizabeth Goodwin, Claire Pitter, Maureen 

Cooke, Catherine Dyett, Tinu Oduyoye, Agnes Mbonu, Betty Robson, Pat Adal  
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A WEEKEND SOAKED IN PRAYER AND LOVE... 
 
The time I spent at St Katharine’s was soaked in prayer and love that 
was shared among us.  I found the whole experience emotional, uplifting 

and truly educative as we did lots of study and learnt a 
great deal.  The word ‘fantastic’ comes to me as I think 
of a weekend that not one of us pilgrims will ever 
forget.  We enjoyed every minute of every day.  Truly 
the love of Christ was showered upon us all. 

 
Agnes Mbono 

St James, Clapton 
Pilgrim, London #25 

 

FULL OF FRIENDSHIP, LOVE AND KINDNESS... 
 
During the weekend, I was struck by the atmosphere of 
revival and love, which I felt very strongly.  Everything 
was good and encouraging for Christian people.  The 
discussion was warm, the activities were fun and 
everyone there was full of friendship, love and kindness.   

 
Elizabeth Goodwin 
St James, Clapton 
Pilgrim, London #25 
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PRAYER: Nourishing and strengthening our union with Christ 
and drawing us to lives of holiness. 

 

DATES FOR PRAYER AND FOR THE DIARY 
  
� Please pray for London Cursillo 

Weekend, #26 (24th to 27th October 
2013), for potential pilgrims and for 
the forming of a staff team.   The staff 
team will meet on Saturdays 154h 
September and 12th October to 
prepare for the Weekend.  London 
Weekend #27 will be on 15th to 18th 
May 2014, and London #28 on 30th 
October to 2nd November 2014. 

 N.B. The deadline for receiving booking forms for London #26 
 is 24th July, but do please start to pray for potential pilgrims 
 now so that they can join in Group Reunions and Ultreyas well 
 before this deadline, thus emphasising to them the importance 
 of the 4th Day as a follow-on from the Weekend. 
 
� Please support this year’s AGM, Eucharist and Diocesan Ultreya 

on Saturday 26th January both through prayer and by coming 
along to as much of the day as you possibly can.  See page 11 for 
details. 

 
� Please pray for the Revd Gareth Bevan 

as he takes on the role of Spiritual 
Director for Cursillo in the Diocese of 
London.  We look forward to his 
commissioning by the Venerable David 
Meara, Archdeacon of London, during the 
Eucharist on 26th January.  We also hold 
the Revd Alison Tyler in our prayers as 
she steps down from this role after five 
years of unstinting service, and as she 
takes on new challenges in her desire to 
serve Christ and to help build His 
kingdom here on earth. 
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Why not take a fresh look at the website today? 
 

www.londoncursillo.org.uk 

  

If you have any queries or comments 

relating to this magazine, 

please contact the Editor, Sue Cobb  

(see the back cover for contact details). 
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This will be another wonderful 

occasion - an opportunity to meet 

friends and Cursillistas from all 

over Britain.   If you have never 

attended one of these National 

Ultreyas, do try to come:  you  
will enjoy it!    

 

For further information as it 

becomes available, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/

UkUltreyaWakefield2013 
 

“It is always the simple 

things that change our 

lives. And these things 

never happen when you are 

looking for them to happen.  Life 

will reveal answers at the pace 

life wishes to do so.  You feel 

like running, but life is on a 

stroll.  This is how God does 

things.” 

Donald Miller 

American Author and Public Speaker 

 

ULTREYA GB 2012 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

 of the amazing day in 

September 2012 

at St Asaph 

are available at: 
 

http://

andtherewaslight.co.uk/ 

index.php/cursillo-

national-ultreya-2012 
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LONDON CURSILLO LEADERSHIP TEAM 
  

The Secretariat is a committed leadership team from around the Diocese, 
serving Cursillo in the Diocese.  Membership is as follows: 
 

 

Lay Director   Jennifer Neve  
      01923 692672 (work);  01923 824364 (home) 

     1 Woodland Heights, 95 Ducks Hill Rd 
     Northwood, HA6 2SQ 
     j.neve@turretgroup.com 
 
 

Spiritual Director   The Revd Alison Tyler (until 26/01/2013) 
    020 7217 8667 (work);  020 7207 0756 (home) 
    75 Erlanger Rd, New Cross, SE14 5QT 
    alison.tyler01@hmps.gsi.gov.uk 
    ar.tyler@ntlworld.com 

  
 

Secretary        Deirdre Davis 020 8429 1291 
     31 Collins Drive, Ruislip, HA4 9EL 
     pdee99@gmail.com 
 
 

Treasurer    David Hudson 01895 632962 
     72 College Drive, Ruislip, HA4 8SB 
     huddodave@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

BACC Representative  Jane Altman      020 8954 2889 
     4 West Drive, Harrow Weald, HA3 6TS 
     jane@jaltman.plus.com 
 
 

Pre-Cursillo Representative Vacant 
 
 

Weekend Representative Jane Coan  020 8868 0435      
   23 Deane Croft Road, Eastcote, HA5 1SS 
   janecoan@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

4th Day Representative  Mark Arnold (until 26/01/2013)   0208 966 9574 
   108 Whittington Way, Pinner, HA5 5JX 

     mjrarnold@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Publicity Representative Sue Cobb (until 26/01/2013)   020 8582 2734 
     9 Ryan Close, Eastcote, HA4 9LB 
     suecobb2003@yahoo.co.uk 
 

CURSILLO® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.    Registered Charity No 1082984.   Affiliated to the British Anglican Cursillo Council 

Cursillo is a movement of the Church 

providing a method 

by which Christians are empowered to grow 

through prayer, study and action 

and enabled to share God’s love with everyone 


